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* Cares about our Shire
and Beyond

* Is Concerned about Catchments
and Water Supplies

* Planning and Developments’
* Wetland, Lakes and Fresh Waters

* Forests, Reserves and Shoreline
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We need people W|II|ng to actively
participate in writing letters, organize
guest speakers, contact local authorities,
sit in at Council meetings.
* Even just your membership is a big help.
Phone 41304, 41158, 56613, or the
Bega Community Centre, 21088 ext. 229.
P.O. Box 18, Tathra, NSW 2250

SAPPHIRE GRAPHICS - PAMBULA - 58 72



EXTRACT FROM "REVIEW OF FORESTRY REPORTS" (REF, HARRIS DAISHOWA EIS 19?7) BY

GARTH WAILKER _A,N.U. FORESTRY SCHOOL JULY 1977

POEM: DAME EDNA EVERIDGE

THERE IS MUSIC IN THE MAGPIE THAT WARBLES IN THE GUM,

THERE IS MUSIC IN THE CITY.WITH iTS BﬁSTLE AND ITS HUM,

THERE IS MUSIC IN THE SIMPLEST LITTLE EVERYDAY APPLIANCE,

T'WOULD BE WRONG TO LET THE BIRDSONG DROWN.THE SYMPHONY OF SCIENCE.
FOR THERE IS TREAS@% RICH AND GOLDEN AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SEA
THERE 15 PETROL FOR THE HOLDEN AND GAS TO COCK THE TEA .

AND THE MUSIC OF THE OIL RIGS ANﬁ THE CHORUS OF THE DRILLS

ARE AS MUCH A PART OF NATURE AS THE LYRE BIRD'S PLAINTIVE TRILLS.
AND SOMETIMES YOU MUST SACRIFICE A LITTLE BIT OF SCENERY

.FOR PROGRESS WAITS FOR NO MAN AND NEITHER DOES MACHINERY.

¥HO KNOWS, BENEATH YOUR ARMCHAIR COULD LIE A MINERAL MASS,

EVEN NOW YOU COULD BE SITTING ON A SOURCE OF NATURAL GAS. ‘ , - -

SO DO NOT SCORN DEVELOPERS WHO SMILE UPON OUR LAND SRRER B
THERE ARE THINGS BENEATH THE SURFACE WHICH WE DO NOT UNDERSTAND,

IT'S A WONDROUS THOUGHT TO THINK THAT QUAINT OLD ROCKS LIKE THE THREE SISTERS

MIGHT CONTAIN SEFFICIENT MINﬁRALS FOR A LIFETIME OF TRANSISTORS

SO0 SING A SONG OF PROGRESS TO THE TR&MPETS AND THE DRUMS

POR, THOUGH THEABUSH I5 NICE TO LOCK AT MONEY DOESN'T GROW ON GUMS

AND THOUGH fHE LAUGHING KOOKABURRA MAY WONDER WHERE HIS NEST WENT,

AUSTRALIA INSN'T FOR THE BIRDS - IT'S FOR JAPANESE INVESTMENT!
. wﬁwﬁm
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EDEN CHIPS

E.IS.

UNDERWAY

This week in Eden
representatives of
-Federal and State
Government depart-
ments met with Harris-
Daishowa for
preliminary discussions
onh the content of the

Environmental Impact .

Statement which the
eompany must prepare
in support of its ap-
plication for an exten-
sion of its woodchips
licence.

The Managing
Director of H. lg
Mr Tosh Shlmmyo,
said his company has
given the Federal
Government an under-
taking to carry out the
E.LS. in support of the
7;gort hcenoc beyond

9

Thls  undertaking has
been given to Mr John
Kerin, Minister for
Primary Industry, and
Mr Barry Cohen,
Minister for Home Af-
fairs and the Environ-
ment,

The preparation of
the E.LS. will be as-
sisted by the NSW
Forestry Commission
who control and
manage forest opera-
tions in the area
covered by the export
licence. _

Over a 2 day-period
this week officers of all
involved government
departments were in
Eden,

The first day was
spent .entirely in-

pecting forest opera-
nons, including area
being logged, recently
logged, and logged in
the early 1970's.

This “included fire
damaged areas.

Regeneration from
logging and fire
damage were given
close scrutiny.

The second day was
devoted to discussions

‘as to the preparauon of

the E.I.S

Mr Shlmmyo said
the company expects
the E.LS. proper to
commence shortly.

He said the E.LS,
will take around 12
months to complete

"CONT. PAGE 17
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"“ FROM PAGE |
and will cost in the
‘vicinity of over
5250000

Mr Shimmyo said he
.wants to see the work
'toommcnce as quickly
Fas possible.

.. Eden.woodchips arc
yery important to the
Japanese paper in-

f dustry.

Eden woodchips are
‘éalso very important to
‘Ethe economy of Eden
fand district and this
$act should be realised
by local residents.
Y
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23 OCT 1984

- MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY
" Parliamant Housa, : Canbarra A.C.T. 2600 Telephone (062) 73 1711
{ Dear Ms Austwick, )
- Thank you for your letter of 20 August 1984 in which

you raised certain questions relating to future operatlons of
‘Harrls -baishowa (Australia) Pty Ltd. .

Regarding your enquiry concerning legislation, the
‘export of woodchips is subject to regulations under the Customs
Act which require authorisation by the Minister for Primary
Industry or certain officers of the Department for all exports
of woodchips. Those authorisations are, in turn, subject to
the provisions of the Environment Protection (Impact of
. Proposals) Act 1974, which requires the Minister to ensure that
' the environmental impact of proposals (such as woodchip export
projects, or extensions of licences) are assessed and any
adverse effects minimised.

Recently, following a series of discussions between
Harris-Daishowa {Australia) Pty Ltd and officers of my
‘Depar tment about future HDA operations, I formally set in train
‘arrangements which will lead to the company undertaking the
4 ° preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) on the
o 'Eden activities, primarily addressing the period beyond the
' expiry of the current licence but also looking at the
environmental impact, if any, of aspects of the present
operatlons not covered by earlier environmental examinations.
The study will address questions of the type you have raised
- ‘concerning utilisation of pulpwood from Victoria and the
‘overall level of chip production which mlght be sustained in -
the longer term.

I would see the preparation of the EIS commencing as
-soon as practlcable in order that the results could be
con51dered by the incoming Government as early as possible in
1985.  While the current export authority remains valid for a
further five years, I believe, that the company, its clients
. 'and the local community would benefit from the security which
could be expected to flow from the successful early completion
of the impact statement well before 1989.

o2/
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In consideration of HDA's future operations with the
Minister for Home Affairs angd Environment, Mr Barry Cochen, I

-had before me a request from HDA for permission to export in

1984 up to 50,000 tonnes of chips in excess of the company's
authorised tonnage of 850,000 tonnes. These additional chips
are to be drawn from the usual sources of pulpwood utilised by
HDA. 1In view of the fact that HDA's impact assessment is
expected to be completed before the end of 1985, with

Mr Cchen's concurrence, I agreed to the company's request for
1984 only, making it quite clear that any additional tonnage
for subsequent years would need to be covered in the EIS

I cannot comment on contract negotiations between the
NSW Government and Harris-Daishowa as this is a matter solely
between those two parties. I would suggest that you might also
raise your concern on this and the matters referred to above
with the company and the NSW Forestry Commission.

Thank you for making me aware of your interest in this

matter. You may be assured I am most concerned to see that the

export woodchip industry operates in an environmentally
acceptable manner and that the EIS provides the information
necessary for decisions to be taken regarding the conservation
and development of forest resources which are in the long term
interests of the community as a whole.

Yours sincerely,

)l o

{Féhn Kerin)

Ms Lynette Austwick

Hon. Secretary

Far South Coast Environment Group
P.O. Box 18

TATHRA NSW 2550



07 DEC 1984

23-33 BRIDGE STREET
NEW SOUTH WALES SYDNEY 2000

MINISTER FOR NATURAL RESQURCES

Ms. J. Messer,

Chairperson,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W., T o o
399 Pitt Street, @

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000 00. - 5 DEC 1984

Dear Ms. Messer,

I have noted your comments of 30th October, 1984,
concerning the expiry of Harris Daishowa's agreement in
several years time.

As you know, Harris Daishowa (Australia) Pty. Ltd.
completed an exhaustive environmental examination of the
Eden woodchip project some years prior to passage of the
E.P.A. Act. Recently my Commonwealth counterpart, the
Hon. John Kerin formally designated the Company as proponents
to the Minister for Home Affairs and Environment for an
assessment preparatory to consideration of the Company's
application for renewal of its export licence in the period
beyond 1989.

You may be assured that the Forestry Commission
will honour its commitments under the E.P.A. Act and will

co-operate with the appropriate authorities examining the
export licence,

{ Yours sincerely,

(FANICE CROSIO),
inist for Natural Rescurces.

el
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20 November, 1984

Gacff Coleman

Projects Co-ordinator

Trans HNational Co-operative Ltd
G.P.0. Box 161

Sydney NSW 2001 .

Dear Geoff

I refer to your lettc regarding the management of the south-east N.S.W.
voodchinplng projoct.

The Exocutive of the Nature Conservation Council considered your proposal
for joint management of the proiject at its November meeting and agreed in
full with the proposal,

The Cdomcil will no-dnate a representative once the applicati -~ for fudding
is suzcassful,

Yours sinceroly

Roger Iembit
Projact Officer




30 October, 1984

The Hon., J. Crosio

Minister for Natural Resources
Parliament House

Macquarie St

Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Ms Crosio

RENFWAL OF FDEN [OODCHID LICFNMCE

It is understood that the agrecment hotwoen the Forestry Commission and
Harris-Daishowa Pty Ltd covering the Fden Voodchipping oparation cvpiraes
in 1988. BAssuming the Company desires to continuc, 1 now agreemant and
licence will be necessary requiring the preparation of an Environmental
Impact Study in the manner required by the E.P.A. Act,

As the accumilation of the data on such a complex and controvorsial operation
is likely to be extremely time consuming, we urge that you direct the Forestyry
Commission .o commence the preparation of the E.I.S. in the near Futuro.

We believe it is essential that this time around, “roper consideration iz
given to all aspects of the development,

Yours faithfully

Judy Mess
CHAIRPERSON



“i‘ / 1ME ey DI s

MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES 25 MAY 1984
¢ AND MINISTER FOR FORESTS. ‘

139 Maquarie Street
SYDONEY 2000

b Mr. J.E. Akister, M.P.,

f Member for Monaro,

P.O. Box 453,

QUEANBEYAN. N.S.W. 2620.

8 Few 1934

Dear Mr. Akister,

2 I refer again to your personal representations
' on behalf of the Far South Coast Environment Group

(Ms. L. Austwick, Hon. Secretary, P.O. Box 18, Tathra),
concerning the future of sawmills on the Far South Coast
and the tablelands of the Monaro, and your specific
gquery on policies in respect of the planting of hardwood
for milling purposes.

e s Mmmn e e e el L

The:Forestry&Commissionﬁadvisesrme“thatwpresent

' quota%commitments”toﬂhardwoodwsawmills“on.the.FaruSouth
Coastiand the: Monaro+-can be-sustained for .a further

B . 18 to,20 years from-old.growth.forests, in Crown, timber
lands«presently~availablexforplogging”in.thatAng;gn,
This_geriod,wouldwbehreducedhby$atwleastUeightayearsﬁiﬂ
resou;ges‘injthe,Tantawangalo”catchment”becamemunavailable

for logging.

Reductions in quotas will be necessary after
completion of logging in o0ld growth forests in 18 - 20
years time.

I .am further advised that the Commission has
experienced no difficulties- in-obtaining adequate
i regeneration from natural:seed fall following logging:.in
L hardwood forests of the Region and any -planting;now: -
[ carried.out is.limited.to.log-dumps and some snig:

; tracksswhere more rapid. rehabilitation.of the site than
- wouldwbe achieved by natural processes is desirable.

;f In these circumstances, the planting of hardwood
species as a general routine practice cannot be justified
on either ecological or economic grounds.

. 5 ThemCommisg}qg%adyises;meuthatmtheiviews~allegedlyp
o expresaedmbyuthemManagenwofmTablelands”Sawmill“éfﬁNimmitabéI
; as tomthe relative:merits:of:hardwood.and.pine. timber,. ..,
cannote:be sustainedﬁinﬁfactyyuThis;can1beainstancédﬁbywrecént
log sale statisticsh+whiqhmshow-that.for the first five
months, of the fiscal year the volume. of pine sawlogssold

is 24%-greater.than.forthe:similar period last year;,.yet

i hardwood 1ogfsalesntincludingﬁprivate-pr0perty)-are¢l.4%
3 less-.for the same.comparative periods. All sawmills
Lﬁ- processing pine . are seeking additional supplies, which in
E most ¢yinstances the Commission is. unable to provide.because
A of insufficient areas having been planted in the past:

ours faithfully,

(PAUL WHELAN),

J;i 1 ﬂ FEE3193Q Minister for Forests.
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OFFICE OF THE MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION, FORESTS and LANDS

240 Victoria Parade,
East Melbourne, Victoria.

Postal address: Box 41, Telephone 6514354
East Melbourne, Vic. 3002 6514362
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Mrs B Thatcher y

Far South Coast Envircnment Group '

P O Box 18

TATHRA NSW 2550

Dear Mrs Thatcher

I refer to your letter of 23 November 1983 concerning the destination
of logs being salvaged fram areas burnt in the East Gipps land fires of
early 1983,

I nowshave to hand-statistics regarding the salvage program as at
Deceamber 1983. Same 51 000 cubic metres of sawlogs have been salvaged
from fire damaged stands in East Gippsland and all of these logs have
been supplied as part of nomal sawlog allocations to sawlog licensees
in .the. Cann River:foresi,aistrict.

No. pulpwood -has been taken from these fire damaged areas, however there
is no restriction on sawmillers selling the waste generated within the
sawmill in the process of conversion of the log to sawn timber, and I
understand that many of them do sell this material as wood chips to the
Harris-Daishowa ‘plant at-‘Eden.

Log*salvage operations.following the fires have been confined to the
severely damaged stands containing sawlogs which would deteriorate beyond
recovery if not harvested expeditiously. Arrangements for cammencement
of salvage of the most severely affected stands were made within a month
of the fires, following ground and aerial surveys. The recovery of less
severely burnt areas is subject to continual monitoring and any additional
stands” requiring salvage-are progressively added to the program.

Theysalvage operation involves harvesting of all trees containing merchantable
sawlogs and cutting of additional trees in sufficient numbers to allow
regrowth to take place and develcp.

No pulpwood harvesting is currently authorised in East Gippsland State
forests and the timber harvesting cperations that do.take place are for
sawlogs only with the resultant forest residue being left on site.

Whether or not this type of limited harvesting is continued, and the general
patterm of timber harvesting in East Gippsland forests, will be considered
after campletion of the overall inquiry into the Victorian timber industry
which“I announced last December and which should be conpleted early in 1985.

Yours, sincerely
R A MACKENZIE
MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION, FORESTS AND LANDS
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Ms. Lyn Austwick,

Honorary Secretary, 13 npR “98’(
Far South Coast Environment Group,

o P.O. Box 18,

o TATHRA. N.S.W. 2550 70

Dear Ms. Austwick,

I refer to your representations concerning a corridor
for wildlife between Nalbaugh and Nungatta National Parks, in
the vicinity of Sheep Station Creek and White Rock River on
Bondi State Forest.

The Forestry Commission shares your concern for
1 conservation of wildlife in this area and has classified
f corridors along these waterways as requiring management with
£ special emphasis on flora and fauna protection. Logging and
3 control burning will be minimal within the corridors,. which have
? been shown by Commission research to be important wildlife areas.
‘ Classification maps may be examined in either the Bombala or

@ .Eden Forestry offices.

Beyond the corridors, where the area is classified for
indigenous forestry use, there are other important safeguards
for wildlife conservation. Details may be found in the
recently revised Eden Native Forest Management Plan.

Your concern about the effect of wildfire on wildlife
is also shared by the Commission. While there have been severe-
fires in recent years, the Commission's fire policy in the~
Region has been to prevent such all consuming conflagrations by
a programme of controlled burning. There have been excellent
examples of the success of this programme in checking wildfire
in the general area of your concern.

Yours faithfully,

' JAWNICE CROSIO,
@1nls er for Natural Resources.
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NEW SOUTHWALES . ¢ | -~

" MINISTER FOR WATER RESOURCES
AND MINISTER FOR FORESTS.

139 Maguarie

Street

SYDNEY 2000

Mrs. B. Thatcher,
Far South Coast
Environment Group,

P.O. Box 18, 9 FEB 1984
TATHRA. N.S.W. 2550.

Dear Mrs. Thatcher,

I refer again to your letter of November 23,
concerning clearing of native forest for establishment of
pine plantations.

The Forestry Commission's policy, which I fully

support, is to direct future pine plantation establishment
as far as possible onto substantially cleared land. 1In
consequence, in both the Tallaganda and Bombala areas, any
further clearing of native timber cover will be confined
to a few relatively small areas which have already reached
an advanced stage in conversion to plantation through past
roading and salvage logging-.-programmes or which require
establishment to plantation in order to establish safe,
rational boundaries between the plantation estate and
adjoining cleared or native timbered lands.

- You have been advised in some detail regarding
the-Forestry Commission's proposals in relation to the
Tallaganda area.

In the Bombala area the future planting programme
will involve clearing of native timber on only a small
proportion of the total area planted. The future
environmental effects of this programme are minor and I could
certainly not entertain any disruption of the planting
programme in this project particularly. The severe setback
to timber production resulting from the fires early in 1983
can -only be offset by a continuation of a vigorous pine
plantation establishment programme,

Yours faithfully,

b,

{ PAUL WHELAN),
Minister for Forests.

HAA



PARLIAMENT OF NEW SOUTH WALES ' ‘
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Electorate Office
Suite 3
105 Monaro Street
Queanbeyan 2620
P.O. Box 453, Queanbeyan

Tel, (062) 97 5535

February lﬁ, 1984

Mrs. L. Austwick,

Hon. Secretary, ) )
Far South Coast Environment Group,
P.0. Box 18,

Tathra..N.S.W. 2550

"“ Enel.

Dear Lyn,

Please find attached a letter from the Hon. Paul
Whelan, M.P., Minister for Forests, regarding my.
personal representations on behalf of the.Far South
Coast Environment Group, concerning the future .of
sawmills on the Far South Coast and the tablelands of
the Monaro, and.seeking=informationzonzpoliciessinm
respect. of.,the,planting:ofzhardwood»for+millingspurposes: ”

If, following your consideration of the information
contained in the Minister's letter you require any
further assistance or advice in these matters, please
do not hesitate to contact me again.

JOHN AKISTER, M,P.
Member for Monaro

Rk



23rd March, 1984.

Senator D.M, Jessop
Parliament House
CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Jessop,

Re: Eden Woodchipping

Following my appearance before the Senate Land Use Inquiry, I now put tc you
in writing the point I was prevented from makiing because of Senator Townley's
s8point of order?,

As one interested in the value of forssts as a renewable resource, I was
concerned to learn from Regional Forester Dobbyns at Bden on an inspection
some years ago that aawlog production from the area in the future will be
limitdd.

Followigg clear-felling during the initiat woodchip opemation, regrowth is
very thick, as can easily be seen by inspecting different aged stands.

The Forestry Commission (then) carried out no thinning of regenerating stands
as it was (then) uneconomical to do so.

By the time the next clear-felling rotation arfives, all regrowth timber will
be of insufficient diameter to use for sawlogs. The only sawlogs obtainbble
from the second rotation will therefore be from trees left during the first
clearfelling.

I am personally more concerned with the viability of a sustained sawlog
industry rather than woodchip industry, and I shetherefore most concerned at
this aspect of the Eden operation.

If it is one that your Committee has not examined, jou may care to pursue the
matter if you see merit in my argument.

Yours sincerely,

C.H. Pratten,
CHAIRMAN,
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FAR SOUTH COAST
ENVIRONMENT GROUP  ruwa WS35

2& ng 1983

‘Mr John Whitehouse

Environment and Assessment Department
Department of Environment and Planning

C/o The Minister for Planning and Environment
Parliament House

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Whitehouse

The Far South Coast Environment Group has been highly critical of the NSW
Forestry Comnission's intention to log the Tantawanglo water catchment which
normally supplies pure, unfiltered water to Candelo, Merimbula, other small
villages and adjoining rural areas. - '

The catchment is unfortunétely within the woodchip concession and it has been .
claimed that the Nimmitabel Mill will close if the catchment is not logged.

Consequently, following resident group meetings, the Far South Coast Environment
Group has written to the Premier, relevant Ministers and Dr Gentle. (En@losed
are copies of their replies). S

We understand that the catchment is virgin forest and we believe the logéing-

of 165 hectares for monitoring trial purposes warrants an EIS as the catchment
is also highly erodable granite. P

There appears to be some difference of inferpretation in the replies received.

We would be pleased if you could define an "environmental review" more clearly
as stated in the Premier's letter of 29 April and also advise us who determines
what is a significant impact,

Yours sincerely
- y ‘/ ’ i
/)

ﬁynette Austwick
Honorary Secretary

enc 5




80/10670

Premier of New South Wales :
Australia N ‘

23 APR 1983

Dear Ms. Austwick,

I refer to your representations of 13th January,
1983, on behalf of the Far South Coast Environment Group
concerning logging proposals in the Tantawanglo Catch-
ment Area.

My colleague, the Minister for Water Resources and
Forests, has advised me that a research trial is being
set up by the Forestry Commission on three small areas to
ascertain the effect. of logging on water quality and
spec1f1cat10ns necessary to adequately protect water values.
Weirs have been built to provide monitoring stations.
Assessment in respect of the weir construction was that
there would be no significant effect on the environment. :
Trial logging will not be carried out until initial monitoring
is completed, possibly in two years time and, before
commencement, will be subject to an env1ronmenta1 review, in
confermity with Part V of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act, to assess their likely impact on the environ-
ment.

I trust that the foreg01ng information allays fears that
all legislative requirements would not be met by the Forestry

Commilssion.
Youri/ﬁfalerely,

3\ N
Ms. L. Austwick,

45¢ﬁ§; Premier.
Hon. Secretary,

Far South Coast Environment Group,
P.0. Box 18,
TATHRA N.S.W, 2550 70

81h ficor, State Difice Block, Macyuarie Street, Sydney 2000, Telephone: (02) 20576, Telex: AA21269, Telepraphic Addrass: MANIPRETE .



MINISTER FOR V!NAJER RESOURCES
MINISTER FOR FORESTS

2 8 MAR 1963

Mr, J. Akister, M.P.,
Member for Monaro,
P.0O. Box 453,

" QUEANBEYAN, N.S.W. 2620.

Dear Mr. Akister,

I refer to your letter of 7th February, 1983, forwarding
correspondence you have received from Ms. L. Austwick, Hon. Secretary,
Far South Coast Environment Group, P.O. Box 18, Tathra, 2550, concerning
logging proposals in the Tantawanglo Catchment Area.

It would appear from your letter that there is some
misunderstanding concerning the preparation of an environmental impact
statement. The situation is that the Forestry Commission has agreed
with the Bega Valley Shire Council that it would carry out detailed

! studies on the effects of logging operations on water quality.

The results of these studies, together with a required
review of the effects of logging or other aspects of the environment, will
tultimately determine whether an environmental impact statement will be
Jrequired in respect of large scale logging operations in several years'
time.

I trust this will clarify the matter.

Yours faithfully,

KW“LW“« .

(PAUL WHELAN) ,
‘Minister for Forests.




METROPOLITAN WATER SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE BOARD
HEAD OFFICE: Corner Pitt and Bathurst Streets, Sydney, N.S.W.

Postal Address:

P.0. Box A53 Tetephone: 266 0266, Extension
Sydney South, N.S' W, 2000
D.X. 14 Telex 27881 Reference: 7/99213

The Hon. Secretary,
Far South Coast Environment
Group,

2 1
P.O0, Box 18, 2 Har 1583
TATHRA., N,S.W. 2550
Dear Sir/Madam,
Water Board Policy - Protection of Catchment Area

I refer to your letter of 9th February 1983 and would advise
that the conditions which deal with protection of the Board!'s
Catchment Area are contained in Sections 55 and 56(A) of the
Metropolitan Water Sewerage and Drainage Act.

The Board's general policy on logging is, basically, to minimise
interference with forest cover on Crown Land, and to restrict
activities as far as possible on alienated land. No facts or
figures are available in regard to logging, with the exception
that logging on Crown Land is usually only salvage work on forest
to be cleared for roads, powerlines etc., or to thin small areas
of exotic plantation.

Yours faithfully,

C Lo

Secretaryaj



95-99 YORK STREET

SYDNEY. 2000

21st March, 1983

Ms. Lynette Austwick,

Honorary Secretary,

Far South Coast Environment Group,
P.0. Box 18,

TATHRA . N.S.W, 2550, .

Dear Ms. Austwick,

I refer to your letters of 16th December, 1982 and
13th January, 1983 concerning logging operations in the Tantawanglo
catchment.

The monitoring operations being carried out by the
Commission are generally as stated in your letter and I would assure
you that the Commission is fully aware of its responsibilities under
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.

Therefore the environmental effects of any operation
will be carefully examined before the work is commenced. If thisg i
examination indicates that the operation will have a significant effectﬁ
on the environment, the Commission will prepare an environmental

impact statement in accordance with the Act and Regulation.

Yours faithfully,

' W. GENTLE,
‘Commissioner for Forests.




R.M.L. 23656

NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

SYDNEY,
Mr. C.H. Pratten,

Chairman,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Pratten, '5 & MdR 1983

Thank you for your letter of 27th January, 1983,
concerning proposed trial logging operations in the
Tantawanglo Catchment Area.

For your information the responsibility for
considering the need for the preparation of an
environmental impact statement prior to the commencement
of any forestry operations in the area rests with the
Forestry Commission of N.S5.W. TUnder Part V of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, the
Forestry Commission would be reguired to obtain, consider
and publicly exhibit an environmental impact statement
before approving or carrying out an activity, such as
logging, which is likely to significantly affect the
environment. In the event of an environmental impact
statement being prepared for the proposed forestry
operations, the Forestry Commission would be required to
consult with the Director of Environment and Planning and
have regard to any requirements of the Director in respect
to the form and content of the statement.

1 have noted your concern in this matter and forwarded
a copy of your letter to my colleague, the Minister for
Water Resources and Forests. I have sought the Minister's
assurance that any forestry operations in the Tantawanglo
Catchment Area, including trial logging, will be carried’
out in accordance with the provisions of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 and Regulation, 1980.
Thank you for bringing this matter to my attention.

Yours sincerely,

FRIC BEDFOR
Minister for Planning
and Environment
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NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

SYDWE Y,

Hr. J.E., Hatton, M.P.,
Ilember for South Coast,
P.C. Box 634,

NOWRA. N.S.W. 2541

Dear Mr. Hatton, ~

_ Thank you for forwarding me a copy of the Far
South Coast Invironment Group's letter, dated 10th
January, 1983, concerning the issue of trial logging
in the Tantawanglo Catchment Area.

For your information the responsibility for
considering the preparation of a formal environmental
impact statement prior to commencement of forestry
operations in the area rests with the Forestry
-Commission of N.S5.W. by virtue of Part V of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.
However, in view of the concerns expressed by the
Far South Coast Environment Group, I have written
to my colleague the llinister for Water Resources and
Forests seeking details of any experimental logging
schemes under consideration in the areas. I have also
| sought his assurance that any forestry operations,
Eincluding trial logging in the Tantawanglo CTatchment
tArea will be carried out strictly in accordance with
!the provisions of the Invironmental Planning and
| Assessment Act, 1979 and Regulation 1980.

I have already replied along these .lines to the

direct representations from the Far South Coast
Znvirenment Group.

Yours sincerely,

ERIC BEDFO

and Environment .



27th January, 1983,

The Hon E. L. Bedford, BA, MP,
Minister for Planning and Environment,
10th Floor, 139 Macquarie Street,
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000,

Dear linister,

Re: Forestry Operations in TantawangldoCatchment Area.

It has been brought to the attention of this Council that the Forestry
Commission for New South Wales are »rocucding with trial logging operations
in the Tantawanglo catciinent area as ¢ )relude to an Environmental Impact
Statement on logging in the catciment. It is theCCouncil's understanding
thatothis tiial operation is to takce ,lucc over an area of 140 hectares

and that operations will proceed over & period of three to five ycars after
which time an Environmental Impact Ltatonent will be prepared,

The soils of the Tantawanglo area ar. cunsidered to have a nigh to very high
erosion hazard if distuwrbed or Larce c. vegetation. The catchment is an
important source of water for many tcunsiips on the South Coast and also
supplies water to a number of higily sroductive agricultural holdings in the
district. Any disturbance in the coiciient would accelerate erosion and
threaten both quantity and quality oi uvatcr available to users,

In view of the widespread concern, particularly in the local area, at the
proposed operations this Council seeks your advice as to whether the proposed t
trial logging operations constitute an "activity" under Part V of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 and that, therefore an
Environmental Impact Statement should se prepared for this activity as it
clearly would have a significant impact on the environment.

Yours sincerely,

C. H. Pratten.
Chairman.



28th June, 1982,

Mr. H, Bell

Secrotary

Porestry Commission of N.S.W.
95 York Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr. Bell,

Re: Review of Eden Management Plan

This Council understands that the Porestry Bommission is presently reviewing
the Madagement Plan for the state forests in the Eden district. The Council
wishes to comment on aspects of forestsrmamgement which should be included
in the review and requests that you bring them to the attention of the
relevant officers,

The Codncil suggests that the Commission should give greater importance to
nature conservation and receeational value of state forests in the Bden
district and makes the following specific recommendations.

a} National Parks

The Council considers that certain areas of staterforests would be more
suitably managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service. The
Commission should discuss with the Service, the revocation of Bondi State
Forest, between Nalbough axd Nungatta National Parks, parts of Yambulla
and Timbillica State Forests, forming a corridor along the Wallagaraugh
River and part of Naghi State Porest, in the MerricalRiver catchment, as
a prelude to these areas being declared National Parks. In the meantime
these areas should be managed as Preserved Natural Porest.

b) @@ssarch Mot No. 42

The Council suggests that the recommendations made in Research Hote
No. 42, should be adopted, notably recommendations 1 - ® relating to
buffer strips, recommendations 1 - 5 concerning habitat trees and
recomnrendations 1 - 3 relating to the logging cycle,

¢} Pire Management

The Council commmeds the Commission's policy of not burning logging debris
and bark dumps and requests that it be upheld. The Council is opposed
to the intensive control burning programme recommended by Mr. Snecuwjagt
from Western Australia and suggests that the Commission discuss fére
management with officers of the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

Cont/...2
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The Council trusts that our views will be taken into account and looks
forward to receiving a copy &6 the Plan once it is approved.

Yours faithfully,

Roger Lembit,
PROMECT OFFICER.




FAR SOUTH COAST
ENVIRONMENT GROUP Tathra. N9 W 3550

‘¢ _ §§55
23 December 1982 ‘ &\.\ A

Mr C Pratten

Nature Conservation Council
399 Pitt Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Uear Lhris
Enclosed is information which will aquaint you with the Yantawangle issue.

The Forestry Commission is determined to log this water catchment area
and we would like the Council to write some letters, if possible, to

Mr Bedford asking for an independent KIS before any logging proceeds; to
Ur Wal Gentle; the Bega Valley Shire Council and anyone else who you
think should be writien teo. '

We would appreciate any help and advice that you can offer us and if there
is any information available that we could use as amunition we would
welcome it,

The point about the Tantawangle is that, despite the prolonged drought, it
is still flowing when other streams have stopped and after the recent fall
of rain increased its flow while other catchments were not helped. Sece
*inspection of Weir Disturbs" from the Wyndham Ubserver 14/12/82.

Along with other concerned people, we are getting together a pamphlett to
letterbox in the areas that depend on Yantawanglo's good quality water.

We hope that everyone at the Uouncil enjoyed their Christmas break and
feel refreshed and ready to fight the battles of the new year. '
Yours sincerely

Lynette Austwick

Honorary Secretary

enc - lots
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FAR SOUTH COAST '
ENVIRONMENT GROUP Tathra, N.SW- 3550

10 January 19873

Mr & Bedford ' -

Minister for Planning and Environment
Parliament House

SYDNEY NSW 2000

- HE LOGGING IN THE TANTAWANGLO WATER CATCHMENT AREA : .

Dear Mr Bedford

this letter is further te our previous letter dated 15 becember 1982, and is .
about the proposed logging in the lantawanglo water catchment area.

Mr John Akister said in a letter of 29 January 1982 "I have been given an
assurance that both the Forestry Commission and the Soil Conservation Service
will be involved in the preparation of an environmental impact study before any
proposed logging or development of the Tantawanglo catchment area will take place.

Such an environmental impact statement will be available for public consideration
prior to any action',

Similar assurances were also given by the Premier Mr Wran in a letter dated
27 November 1981, 80/8127, which was in reply to our urgent request that "the
Forestry Commission have an EIS prepared tor public display, preferably by
independant environmental consultants or the Environment and Planning Department.®

You yourself said in a letter to John Akister, for the Pambul a/Merimbula Branch
of the ALP, that "the matter is one to which the provisions of Party V of the

tnvironmental Planning and Assessment Act apply. Under that Party, a public .
authority such as the Commission is required to examine and take into account any -

effect or likely effect on the environment of any activity carried out by it or on
its behalf“,

Despite these assurances, the Coumission is going ahead with "trial logging"

operations in the lantawanglo area claiming that this is a prerequisite to the
promiged BIS.

After a recent inspection of the wet achlerophyll type ftorest we are convinced
that an KIS should be produced before any more roading or other works proceed,

the Commission has already bulldozed tracks to the weir sites, through virgin cool
montane forest, which will be monitored for water quality etc. 'These tracks are
very steep, wet, muddy and substantial erosion is certain te occur in heavy rain
falls. We consider the cross drains to prevent erosion are quite inadequate. The .
congtruction of the weirs is imminent if they bave not already been tinished.

‘he New Line road has been surveyed and we were told by the Commission that _
construction was imminent. Upgrading of this road would suggest the Gommission

intends activities regardless of the findings of the monitoring committee and .
before any BIS.
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Page 2

Mr g Bedford
10 January 1983

.We would like to state our opposition to the Forestry Commission monitoring :
commitiee on the grounds that it is not only an attempt ot deceive the local
community but it is an attempt to avoid their full responsibility under
Section 112 of the Environmental Planning and assessment - Act 1979.

The trial logging study which will involve the clearing of many hectares of -
torest is certainly "likely to significantly affect the environment".

With the Commission making up 50% of the committee it certainly cannot be -
seen as unbiased. ‘the Commission also refused our request to have an
independant consultant nominated by the Department of Environment and -
Planning included on the commlttee, and they refused a request by the Shire.
Council and other organisations to extend the committee to include °
representatives from our Lroup, the bega Valley Water Users Assocxatlon and
the Merimbula Chamber of Commerce.

Finally Mr Bedford, after reading a report on the Yantawanglo Water bupply
Scheme which was sent to the Bega Valley Shire Council from the Seil - :
Conservation Service's Utficer, Mr Chris Marshall and is dated 13 4pril 1981,
we come to the conclusion that ANY activity in the Tantawanglo area is.likely
to have a significant effect on the environment.

Mr Marshall states "the soils formed on the granetoids are variable but well
described as having a high to very high erosion hazard if disturbed or bared
of vegetation". He goes on to describe the emormous erosion problems
agsociated with the Yantawanglo Mountain Moad which, to our knowledge, is
still posing problems to this day. Mr Marshall's report is enclosed.

Yours sincerely

Lynette Austwick

_ Honorary Secretary

enc
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Bega Valley Shire Council

ZINGEL PLACE, BEGA

" Postal Address:

P.O. Box 492,
BEGA, N.S.W. 2550.
- T ) . Phone: Bega 21088 (STD 0649)
ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO BE T
ADDRESSED TO THE SHIRE CLERK -
Reference —

Yours:

Ours:” TJC/MS #6139
Enquiries to: Mr T J Campbell l September 1982

Mrs L Austwick

Hon Secretary

Far South Ceast Environment Group
PO Box 18

TATHRA NSW 2550

Dear Madam

- e - by p——m— s o

LOGGING IN THE CATCHMENT AREA OF THE TANTAWANGLO WATER SUPPLY

Tt e e e ———

Y

Council at its meeting of 27 August considered an approach by the Regional

Forester on the selection of small study catchments within the Tantawanglo

catchment area and the establishment of a Committee to comprise the District

S0il Conservationist, Forestry Commission Hydrologist, Regional Forester and Council's
Water & Sewerage Engineer, to monitor results, draw up specificatiéns: for logging

of the trial catchments and for general logging based on trial results.

Council has nominated Mr D Mein of its staff to the proposed Committee, and
requested the Commission to commence the Study as soon as possible. Additionally
in response to approaches by your, and other organisations, and to input. from
Councillors,.Council has requested the Forestry Commission to extend the proposed
Committee by two persons drawn from the Far South Coast Environment Group, Bega
Valley Water Users Association and Merimbula Chamber of Commerce.

Your Group's views on the inclusion of an independent consultant nominated by

the Department of Environment &.Planning hgp!_fheen conveyed. to the Regional
Forester.

Deputy Shire Engineer
/ For: W C Fripp, Shire Clerk
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" heat on
More heat on -°
‘Tantawanglo, g
Further to the public meeting held last month, at matéﬁs one to which the

Candelo Hall, which saw strong public support for the
no-logging of. Tantawanglo catchment area, a
_**Watchdog committee’’ has recently been formed,

based at Candelo.

Calling themselves

© “Tantawanglo Catchment

Protection Association”,
a number of concerned

. rate-payers and residenls

have come together to
support council in moves
to maintain a clean water
supply to the Merimbula,

- Wolumla and Candelo

areas.
The mzin objective of

" the newly formed group is

" to ensure that logging

" does not take place in the

Tantawangalo catchment

area. -

It was felit by all
members that any logging
taking place would cause:
severe siltation and that
the cost of filtration plant’
of $1 million as estimated,
by the Shire Engineer,
would place an unneces-
sary and heavy burden on

«all the ratepayers within.

the Shire of Bega Valley.

A spokesman for the
group released some
figures based on the
Forestry Commission
Management Plan, some
of which differed to the
information released by a
Forestry Commission
spokesman at the Candelo
public meeting.

They were as follows:
Recent Flgures released
by the Forestry
Commission
. Total Royalties $7.25 m.

Total Saw Logs $250,000

cm,

Total Pulp
$1,000,000 tonnes.
Estimates Based on

Forestry Commission

Management Plan
. Total Royalties $3.5 m.

waod

Total Saw Logs $102,000

c.m, )

Total Pulpwood $852,000
tonnes.

On the matter concern-
ing the loss of saw logs to
the Nimitabel Sawmill,
the T.C.P.A. was satisfied
that the logs in the
catchment represented a
mere 3.2 percent of the
total within the South East
Forest, and thai there
could be a number of
solutions in rectifying this
loss.

For example, saw log
quotas could be easily
re-allocated.

The meeting also
acknowledged that the
council has sent a letter to
the minister responsible
for the Forestry Commis-
sion requesting the stop-
page of any plans to log
the catchment area.

The T.C.P.A. commit-_
tee will also be monitoring,

him with the following
information.
Dear Mr. Akister,

I refer to a letter from

the Pambula Merimbula
Branch of the Labor Party
which you passed to me
for cornment,

In the letter, the Branch
expressed concern at the
effect of logging oper-
ations within the Tanta-
wanglo Catchment Area.

The logging is presum-
ably to be carried out by

. the Forestry Commission

of N.S.W. within the
Tantawanglo
Forest,

As the carrying out of
this type of development
by the Commission does
not require the consent of

_the Bega Valley Shire

Council by reasons of the
savings provisions in
Interim Development
Order No, 2 (Imlay), the

State -

provisions of Party V of
the Environmental Plan-
ning and Assessment Act
apply. .

Under. ithat Party, a
public authority such as
the Commission is requir-
ed to examine and take
into account any effect or
likely effect on the
environment of any acuv-
ity carried out by it or on
its behalf.

Where such activity
would be likely to
significantly affect the
environment, the public
authority is required to’
have prepared and public-
ly exhibit an Environ-
mental Impact Statement
and to consider any
representations made toit
before making a final
decision on the carrying
out of the activity.

1 trust this information
will be of value to the
Pambula Merimbula
Branch,

Yoursetc.,
ERICBEDFORD,
Minister for Planning
and Environment,

i, =

!
r

the decisions made at .

ministerial level within

the N.5.W. Government, !

toensure that the valuable .

Tantawanglo water re-
source, remains undis-
turbed, as . do other
catchments within N.S.W.

Mr. John Akister, the
Member for Monaro, has
made representations to
the Hon. Eric Bedford,
M.P., Minister for Plan-

-ning and Environment,
. regarding the proposed

logging operations within
the Tantawanglo catch-.
ment area.

Mr. Akister said that
concern had been expres--
sed by members of the-

.2 Pambula Merimbula’
" Branch of the Australian’

Labor Party, as to the
possible effects of logging.
on the water supply for ;

- towns on the Far South,

Coast, if logging was '’
permitted within  the-
Tantawanglo State
Forest.

Mr. Akister said that

. Mr. Bedford had provided -




TANTAWANGLO WATER SUPPLY CATGEMENT AREA FUELLC MERTING, GANTRLO 404,51

11:¢ following notes have been taken from the Engineer's report to the BVSC on
23.2.81: :

"Ths Tantawenglo’Creck’weir has virtually no storage and directs the creek flow to
Candelo, Volumla, Pura, Merimbula, Pambula, Pambula Beach and rural oonsumers and’
also Eden when Surplis is available. Catchment area for the weir is about 102 8q,
kms. with 97 sq. kmc. State Forest and the remainder’ freehold land., To date the
catchment has provided a Temerkably consistent flow of good quality water with no
treatment necessary., Full flow has been maintained in the pipeline during the
current drought with low level flows in the creek of more than twicé the flows in \\

ihe Towamba River,-a river with a catchment area over 1,000 sq, kms, .
"During recent rain more turbidity than would be normally expected was noticed in _
the creek and it wag subsequently discovered that some logging had been carried out
cn a small area of private land in the catchment. Discussions with the Bega
Sub~District Forester alco revealed that the Foregtry Commission’is about to
comence surveying for roading and logging in the catchment area. The area has
nov previously been intensively logged and an increase in turbidity in the areek
due to thé logzing would make the ingtallation of a water treatment plant
neccysary.  The capital cost of the plant would be about $1 million and the
crerational costs around $60,000 per anrum, The area of Btate Forest involved
15 less than 45% of the Scuth East Pulrmood Management Area,
“Recommezdation: .
6.1 That represéntations bz made to the Minister responsible for the Forestry
Commission to stop any plans to log the catchment area and that full
“digcussions be held with Council on the future use of the area, ' '
6.2 That the catchment area be rroclaimed a catchment district under
"~ Ordinance 45 of the doral Government Act so that some control can be
exercised over the private 1arnd in the catchment !
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\Ihe above notes were considered by Council on 6.3.81 and the two recomendations
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1o’ Tnat this meeting endorsés the recommendations listed above,

25 That this meoting annoinis a cermitiee of five Persons to further

consider issues raised at this meeting including possible legal action to :
protect the catchment under Section 123.0f the Environmental Planning and :
Assessment Act, 1979, '

3s That this mecting calls on the ¥.S.7. Government to refer the matter
of the Forestry Commission's proposal to intensively log (woodcﬁip) the
catciment to its Advisory Committee on South Coast Woodchipping, . -
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Above The Tantawanglo Weir was once again overﬂowing on Sunday when tourist and commer- '
cial leaders visited the site on the mountains, but the weir holds little more than a ‘puddle’ whilst IR
the pipe carrying the water to the coast barely carries sufficient water to maintain an adequate sup: ERERS

ply.

Inspectlon“ of Welr Dlsturbs -

Wo /4/52/@/

Representatives of the Merim-
bula Chamber of Commerce and
Merimbula Area Promotion ex-
pressed shock and concern when

they visited

At the time of the
visit the flow rate had
increased as a con-
sequence of rain,
from- a low the
previous week of 10
litres per second to
36 litres per second
at the time of the
visit. _

Tourist operator,
Cr Bruce Hether-
ington who had
visited the wier a
week earlier with the
Bega Valley Shire
Councll president, Cr
Reg Taylor, accom-
panied the party, as
did the council’'s
southern enginner,
Mr. Peter Reid.

The visit to the
weir had_ been ar-
ranged by the
pubiisher ot the
Observer, Mr. Chris
Kieiss, in the in-
terests of a better
understanding by the
leaders of both the
commercial and
tourists interests, of
the delicate water
supply situation.

Engineer, Mr. Reid
told the party that
though the weir was
now overfiowing,
water restrictions at
Merimbula and other

~creek would

that

the Tantawanglo
Weir, on Sunday.

urban areas depen-
ding on the Tan-
tawanglo supply
could not be lifted as

it was not expected,

that the present
stronger flow in the
be
maintained for much
more than a week,

‘unless substantial

rain fell in the 100
square Kilometre cat-
chment,

‘The recent rain
certainly boosted the

supply from the Tan--

tawanglo, but though
the catchment of the
Towamba River is ten
times larger, at 1000
square kilometres,

. the rain did nothing to
restore pumping -
“capacity

in the
Towamba borefield

‘at Eden, Mr. Reid ex-
- plained.

‘The situa-
demands
severe water
restrictions continue
in force,’ he added.
‘The only way we

tion still

can overcome the
problem of shortaage .

of water in the
warmer months is to
construct additional
storage dams,
possibly on Merim-
bula Creek at a cost

of some 4 million
dollars. The work,'
Mr. Reid is scheduli-
ed to commence; in
about three year's
time, but has already
heen deferred for
three years due to
lack of money. Mr.
Reid agreed
however, that if water
rates were doubled
that enough maney
may become
available to carry out
the preliminary
feasibility study nor-
mally carried out

prior to-the construc--

tion of an augmented

supply.
The tourist, com-
merce and .leading -

Merimrbula c¢itizens
repre. entatives
the party expressed
concern that con-
tinued uncontrolled
development was
permitied by the
council along the
coast ‘when the
capacity of the

‘pipeling carrying

water to the coast
was limited.
Whilst many addi-

.in the situation;

in’

a continued reliable
source of supply,-no
official represen-
tative statement on
the situation was
made. _
Commenting on
the vist t¢ the Tan-
tawanglo, shire presi-
dent, Cr Taylor said
on Sunday evening,
‘It is tremendous to
see that members of
the general public
are taking an interest

spections such as
this will help a great
deal, ensuring co-
operation with' the
restrictions and sup-
porl for council ac-
tions to increase the
available supply ot
water to the urban
areas of the southern
haif of the shire. It is

. up to the council to

e i i i e S et

in-’

the most

act. and | am ._s[:re
people will not mind
paying if the council}
can show the
ratepayers what it is
doing with their
money to sclve this
problem. Obviously
there can be no argu-
ment about water it is
important
commodity we have. .

Cr Bruce Hether-
ington, said following

‘what was his second

visit that he was
delighted to see that
the welir was now ac-
tually overflowing,
‘But it .is essential
that a storage system
for water is built as
guickly as possible
and |- will raise that
matter at the next
meeting of the Bega

Valley Shire Council.

3
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tional comments and .

thoughts were ex-

pressed, indicating a .

willingness to take
every c¢oncaivable
measure to conserve
water . and a
preparedness to pay
substantially increas-
ed water rates, if that
was going to ensure
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' 16 December 1982

Dr W Gentle

Coxmjisaioner

Foreatry Commission of NSW
Box 2667 6P0

SYDNEY NSW 2001

Dear Dr Gentle ' _ LY
RE LOGGING IN THE TANTAWANGLO WATER CATCEMENT : ' 3

The Far Sonth Coast Environment Group would appreciate the following
information in regard to the proposed monitoring of several catchments
- within the Tantavanglo water supply.

'1 Is 1t the intention of the Compission to simul taneously monitor three
catchments? .

8) One catchment lagged by normal 'fomstrf practices.
b)  Selectivly log ome catehment.
©) Mouitor one catehment of untouched forest.

2 Will the Commission suthorige an ' independont EIS or one by the Commission
prior to any logging taking pPlace and will all studies and reports, along
-with the BIS, be wade availabloe to the pablic for commment? '

3% We assume that the Commission will undertake wildlife specier counts which
- would be carried out by someene with expertise in this area. Is thig 509

4 Ve aleo assume that the Comnission will take steps to protect the stands
of E parvifolia (emall leafed gum) as, we anderstand, this opeeies +.-.
is rare, :

As you way be aware, the vater flov in Tantawanglo has declined to a very
low lovel indeed < the lowest in recorded history. Should the dronght
continue, monitoring eould have highly unsatisfactory resulis.
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Fage 2

Dr W Gentle
16 December 1982

Lost veekend members of owr Group were impressed by the wat achlerophyl
forest in the catchuent and we consider that once logging takes place,
this will certainly affact the quality and quantity of the water supply.

¥We look forwverd to your answers,
Yours sincerely

Lynette Austwick
Honerary Scerctary



EFAR SOUTH COAST
ENVIRONMENT GROUY

PO Box 18
TATHRA NSW 2550

15 Vecember 1982

the Hon B Bedford

Minister for Planning and Lnvironment
Parljament House '

SYDNEY NSW 2550

bear Mr Bedford ' '
HE LOGGING IN THE TANTAWANGLO WATER CATCIMENT

Uur Group is very concerned at plans by the Forestry Uommission to log one of
our most reliable and good quality water supplies in the Bega Valley Shire.

We reter to the lantawangle water supply which has provided water consistently
through this prolonged drought, even to date, when most of the other rivers in
the Shire have ceased to flow. Please see enclosed kEngineer's report,

The pvega Valley Shire Uouncil seems to have done an about face and now
endorses plans to carry out logging on an experimental basis and to monitor
results with the view to applying those results to general logging. Flease
see letter enclosed from the Ueputy Shire Lngineer.

Uur request to have the monitoring committee expanded has since been refused.
by the Forestry vommission.

The purpose in.writing to you, - inister, is to ask that an LS be undertaken
by an independent body such as the Epnvironment and rlanning Vepartment beftore
any logging for any purpose is coumenced.

We note that the area concerned has never been intensively logged betore and

much of it is virgin forest and perhaps this explains why the water supply
is of such a high quality and so consistent.

Yours sincerely

e A ¥
%ﬁ%& vé;éﬂéz:;f;w
‘I

Lynette Austwick
Honorary Secretary

enc 2
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1". THE F BURNING AND

LOGGING ON SOIL EROSION IN FORESTS
— EDEN AREA

VYR o
NCE opf et

(Lecture to the Association on 17 March 1982,
supported by slides and diagrams)

Since 1975 a series 'of experimental catchments near
i Eden, N.S.W. have been monitored in an attempt to est-
' ablish the hydrologic changes that occur following clear-
fell log operations. Six catchments have been established in
; the Wallagaraugh River catchment in an area of dry sclero-
< phyll forest (E. sicberi, E. olbigua, E. muelieriana, E.
cypeliocarpa, A. terminalis, B, serrata, C. littoralis). The
catchments are steep sloped (109 - and are on Silurian-
Devonian? aged granites {adamelite}. Automatic rainfail
recorders, water level recorders and water samplers are lo-
cated in each catchment in conjunction with sharp crested
d l V-notch weirs (140%). The logging cperation is “small
’ coupe” and approximately half of any catchment is logged.
Felled trees are snigged to log dumps, debarked and then
i loaded for transport to the chip mill. Tree litter and-debris
is left to provide ground cover. Regeneration is refatively
rapid and is by natural means.
Logging began in one of the catchments in May 1978.
A substantial increase in suspended and solution loads was
' detected. However, these increased loads had begun to de-
' cline (Rieger, et al., 1979) when most of the experimental
area was severely burnt by a wild fire. Again suspended
sediment and solute loads were substantially increased
{Burgess ¢t al., 1980, 1981) and stream flow was very sub-
stantially increased particularly in association with recovery
logging operations (Mackay et al., 1980).

Field examination of the logged areas reveal substantial
movement of material particularly in the vicinity of road-
ways and snig tracks. A large amount of this material is
only transported short distances before it is trapped by log-

.- ging debris. Rapid regeneration hides the moved sediment,
i however, there is no doubt that substantial quantities of
' sediment have been dislodged and redistributed.
i " Hughes and Sullivan {1981} report that archeological
P evidence suggests periods of substantially increased erosion
' .in the Recent past. They contend that these periods of
increased erosion and sedimentation are associated with
forest burning by Aboriginal people followed by a rainfall-
runoff event of considerable magnitude. These findings
; have obvious implications for our study. Our short-term
observations indicate substantially increased but declining
H loads and considerable intra-catchment movement of mat-
erial. It is possible that in the long-term wildfire will be fol-
, lowed by a rainfall-runoff event of greatex magnitude than
' those reporied by Burgess et al., (1980, 1981). In those
circumstances previous logging operations will undoubtedly
act as a catalyst to substantial erosion.” ~

* _ J. S. BURGESS
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TREE PLANTING PROJECT IN GUDGENBY
NATURE RESERVE

The Natjonal Parks Association of ACT intends to plant
some native trees in the Gudgenby Nature Reserve as part
of our recognition of the Year of the Tree; and to give some
practical help to the large task of looking after national
parks and reserves.

The Reserve, like many resumed areas, has some land
which has been cleared and grassed. However, much of this
land is still being grazed and growing young trees in com-
petition with grazing domestic animals has many difficulties.
With this in mind we have consulted with ranger authorities
and a site with several advantages for this project has been
suggested. We have examined the site and are now moving
ahead.

Travelling from Canberra into the Reserve on the now
sealed Boboyan Road, the site is on the right soon after
crossing the boundary and 200 — 300m before (north of)
the new [nformation Centre near Glendale in the last stages
of completion. The site has been used for storage of road
making equipment and materials, some of which is still
there: it certainly needs rehabilitation. Much of the scil has

been heavily compacted but discussion has given us hope -

that a tractor and equipment will be made available to assist
in planting preparation. L

The site slopes gently to the Gudgenby River with good
permanent water at an elevation of 860m. Across the river
to the west is a well wooded high hill with attractive rock
oulcrops towards the top. To the south the river and road
converge. Over the road to the east is the site of an old
home; anly the orchard and other planted trees remain;
rising beyond that are the wooded slopes of the Billy
Range. To the north are some willows and pasture; exten-
sian in that direction could be practicable.

The site is relatively smail and | estimate it would take
between 300 and 400 trees. We will need Lo aim for about
500 seedlings to allow for accidents. We have selected 4
species to plant, after inspecting the trees which are grow-
ing nearby in a similar situation. They are:

Eucalyptus pauciflora SHOWEUM
" stellularta blacksally
" bridgesiana applebox
' rubida candlebark
in addition, 2 or 3 kurrajongs may be tried to add more
variety.

1t is possible to purchase seedling trees from the N.S.W.
Farestry Commission. However there. are no Forestry
aurseries near Canberra and costs including freight are high.
A major difficuity is that the trees would need planting out
within 2 or 3 days or so of their arrival in bulk, irrespective
of the probabitity of a dry spell, delays in soil preparation
and availability of a large group of volunteers at-short no-
tice. The Committee has therefore decided to gather seed
ourselves and grow them in small batches spread around
volunteer ‘seedling minders’ so that we have flexibility in
planting out when conditions are favourable.

By the time this Bulletin is printed we will have gathered’

seed from the Glendale area, thereby gaining another ad-
vantage of having trees which are genetically conditioned
1o soil composition, climate and environment. We plan to
use medium, fairly deep plastic pots and modified milk
cartons for growing the seedlings early in the spring.
Volunteers will be needed to save cleaned out.milk
cartons, look after the seedlings, assist in site preparation,
ree planting and occasional watering and maintenance.
Secretary Judy Payne or Committee members would be
pleased to have any names to add to our Yist of volunteers.

CHARLES HILL
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‘ FAR SOUTH COAST

ENVIRONMENT GROUP

14 December 1982

Mr W Fripp

Shire Clerk

Bega Valley Shire Uouncil
r0 Box 492

BEGA NSW 2550

Dear Mr rripp
RE LOGGING IN THE TANTAWANGLO WATER CATCHMENT

We are most concerned about Council's attitude to water in the Shire and,

in particular, we refer to the proposed logging experiments in the lantawanglo
water catchment which are to preceed actual logging operations.

we feel that Council should remain resolute against any logging in the area
and that Council should be taking charge of the situation instead of being

coerced by the Forestry Uommission. FPreviously, Louncil has adopted a strong
stand but that stand has wenkened.

The majority of ratepayers in the areas concerned mare about their water
suppiies and they are looking to Council to see that their interests are safe-
guarded. ‘lantawanglo has provided water even through most of the drought when
other rivers in the Shire have ceased flowing.

Studies undertaken on the Wallagaraugh Hiver catchment showed a substaniial
increase in suspended and solution loads after logging and again after wild-
fire. ‘lhe stream flow was very substantially increased too, The fire risk
is a critical factor in this debate as a regenerating forest is an enormous
fire risk ie a much greater risk than a mature forest. 'We don't think that
even the lorestry Commission would dispute this anymore with all the evidence
now available. With i1ncreased stream flows comes erosion and the Yantawanglo
is highly erodable granite. Another factor to keep in mind is that a young

, regenerating forest needs alot more water than a mature forest and this will

diminish the quantity of water which would normally ftilter back into the
gtream.

Enclosed for your information is the Etfects of ‘turning and ngg%ng on 5oi%
Erosion in Korests - kden Area' from the National Parks Association Bulletin
of September 1982.

Uur Group has written to Mr kric pedford, Minister tor Planning and knvironment,
‘requesting that an EIS be undertaken by an independent body {not the rorestry
Commission), before any logging for any purpose be allowed to proceed.

in the meantime we trust that Council, by accepting respunsibility for'the
water needs of the Shire, will do all it can to prevent the. deterioration
of a very high quality, reliable and cheap water source.

Yours sincerely
-
v :
g;,\, A
g

Lynette Austwick
Honorary Secretary
rSCEG

sox 18 PO

TATHRA NSW 2550
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Ms Lynette Austwick, .

Hon. Secretary, ) DEC 1982
Far South Coast.

Environment Group,

P.0. Box 18,

TATHRA. N.S.W. ' 2550,

Dear Ms Austwick,

I am writing in reply to your representations
concerning the question of accommodating the Nature
Conservation Council of N.S.W., in the Railways Inst1tute
Building in Devonshire Street, Sydney.

I am advised by the State Rail Authority
that no firm decision has been reached concerning the

, future use of this building.

However, the Authority has kept a notation
of your interest and should the building become surplus
to their requirements at a later date, they will contact
the Nature Conservation Council direct and advise them
of their intentions.

Yo;/s 1thfu11y,

C»aa/-
PETE'R cox

——




M"%ﬂ/ ENVIRONMENT GROUP .

PO Box 18
TATHRA NSW 2550

16 November 1982

The Hon Peter Cox
Minister for Transport
Parlisment House
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Cox

As a long term member group of the Nature Conservation Coumeil of NSW,
we are extremely concerned that the NSW Governument has not assisted the
Couneil in securing suitable premises fir ite important function end
those of the NSVW Environment Centre.

We understnnd that the Government Functions Task Foree has reecomuunded
the closure of the NSW Railway Inatitute.

The NCC has contacted Mr Hran. and varfious Ministers, seoking some form
of subeidised premises and the above Institute has been mentioned
specifically es being suitahle.

PR T

Ae Mr Wran has passed on the NCC's latter to vovn we would he wost grateful
1f a decision eould be made as soon ae possible on the Inatitute building
and, hopefully, the extending of a lease to provide adequate space for

the NCC and and the presently congested Cevtre.

We trust you will give this matter yonr early attention.
Yours sincerely
% %40/4’4'-”/%

Lynette Austwick
Bonorary Secretary



The Secretary of the
Bega Valley Water
Users Association, Mr
Jim Collins, claimed at
a public meeting at
Wolumla on Monday
night the Forestry
Commission had ‘“‘con-
ned” the Shire Council
over the issue of logging
in the Tantawanglo
State Forest.

Some of the Forest
‘includes the catchment
for the Tantawanglo
water supply.

The meeting, called
by the Tantawanglo
Catchment Protection
Association, was at-
tended by between 300
and 400 people and was
an overwhelming show
of support for logging
trials managed by the
Forestry Commission

Com
Council claims Collins |

mission

to take place.

Mr Collins, after an
emotive address, later
walked out of the
meeting to the “boos”
of the crowd, when he
failed he stop a motion
being put by Mr Bill
Hurditch, Ph.D: in En-
vironmental Studies,
from Sydney.

As he walked out,
Mr Collins, who op-
poses the logging trials
taking place, was
joined by about 30
others in sympathy.

Three bus loads of
men from Bombala,
Nimmitabel and Eden,
whose livelihoods de-
pend on the forest,

iled into the Wolumla

all to the surprise of
some local residents, as
a show of concern for

‘Forester,

their jobs and support
for the logging in-
dustry.

Speakers at the

meeting were Shire
water engineer, Mr
Doug Mein; Regional
Mr Ross
Dobbyns; and Mr Jim
Collins, Secretary of
the Water Users As-
sociation,

In a prepared: infor-
mation sheet for the
meeting, the Tan-
tawanglo Catchment
Protection Association
listed three motions for
the meeting to con-
sider. .

However when it was
obvious from the start
that by far the majority
in attendance were pro-
logging, two motions
prepard by the Tan-

ng onthe coast?

U THE MAGIC OF MERIMBULA.

PAMBULA AND TURA BFACH

RAMNGE OF HOUSES LAND AND HOME UNITS SEE PAGE 7'

COLLINS REAL ESTATE

WAY, MERIMBULA. NSW. 2548; Next to Ampol Service Centre,
36, 51 689, After Hours: 52 166 G.F. Collins — Licensee.

PTY.
LTD.
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“conned”

tawanglo _Catchment
Protection Association
were predictably not
put to the meeting.
One of the proposed
motions prepared

beforehand by the As-_

sociation was “‘that this
meetin rejects. any
plans to lo%l any section
of the catchment of the
Tantawanglo Creek
Weir and calls on the
NSW Government and
the BVSC to do
everything possible to
prevent logging
proceeding.”

Another proposed
motion read: ‘That
this meeting calls on
the NSW Government
to refer the matter of
the Forestry Commniis-
sion’s proposal to in-
tensively log (sawlogs™

‘proper

plus salvage pulplogs)
the catchment to its
Advisory Committee
on South Coast
Woodchipping”.

Neither motions
were in fact put to the
meeting.

At times the meeting
became rowdy but
generally it was well
conducted. - The
Chairman impressed
on the crowd to keep
emotions out of the dis-
cussion and to abide by
meeting
procedure otherwise
pre-arranged action
would be taken to
restore order (he in-
dicated the police had
been contacted before
the meeting).

r

To bring those at the ~

CONT. PAGE W4

SHOWROOM
Princes H'way
. » .+ Pambule
Phone 0649 56208
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ecturér €z
~on logging

A lecturer in Geo
Mr L. Olive, addressed the meetin
Shlre Council on Wednesda

ing and siltation of streams. _

‘Mr. Ollve was invited to
address ‘the Council to
discuss the findings of his
research carried out in
water catchment areas
logged south of Eden to
help the Council in its
deliberations on propesed
logging in the Tanta-
wanglo State Forest west
- of Wolumla.

Mr. Olive -said that
. relating the
south of Eden to the
Tantawanglo area, he
-believed that if the Ioggmg
was closely monitored
and all regulations ob-
. served, logging of the
area could
"occur with a very minimal

/" impact of stream sedi-

ment.

He believed the sedi-
ment would be so nfinimal
that it was doubtful if it
could be measure .

The careful planning of
roads and log dumps, the
keeping of machinery out
of the streams and the
strict maintenance of
stream. fL]ter sgrlps were .
essential ‘to énsure fio
adverse effect on the

.- catchment area.
Stream bank failure

was a greater cause of
sediment than logging and
that was why machines
must be kept away from
the sireams. .

In past years there has
. always been sediment in
the stream at Tanta-
wanglo at times of high
water flow and this has
been due to-the collapse of
banks.
L’ Mr, Ohve concluded by

research

reiterating that he doubt-
ed if any scientist could
measure any increase in
sediment in the stream
providing the logging was
closely monitored and all
regulations observed.

He based his statement

_on applying the data ;

"gained from his research
south of Eden, to the
Tantawanglo situation.

Mr. John Akister, whe
was also present at the
" Council . meeting, com-

- mented that the Couneil _

had the responsibility to

- protect the water supply

and also the ratepayers
. from any undue éxpense
in maintaining the quality
of the water supply.

Asked what he though
the Council should do, Mr.
Akister said the app:_-opri-
ate authorities, the Soil
Conservation Service, the
Forestry Comm:sswn
should report on the
matter and the Council
could submit this data to
consultants.

TLs P

alks.

graphy at the Umversnty of N.S. w.,
1g of the Bega Valley
y last, on the effects of logg-

effect ‘'would a bushfire
have on the water quality
by comparison;
. Mr. Ohverreplledthata
bushfire is the best way to
increase sediment be-
cause it removes all
ground cover.
The policy of the
Forestry Commission was
to leave logging slash on
the ground t¢ minimise

@g&sﬁ&on.__d———-
live’s . research

‘showed that poorly locat-

ed and poorly demgned

,roads had been a major
cause’of erosion. -+ ~ -

Cr. Perce Wills said it
appeared to him that on
what Mr: Olive had said
there have been some
people with loud voices
whodidn’t know what they
had been talking about on
the matter of " Tanta-
wangloe logging. .

Cr. Pat Thogersen, said
she understood that Mr.
Chris Marshall, Soil Cen-
servation Officer, was to

also be invited to address -

the Council, but was not

'l‘k)ien if the. Council ig § present. ,

Satlsfled logging snould‘?
go ahead.

He said the Forestry
Commission should con-
tinue to closely monjtor
the operations to pick up
any changes in the early
stages.

Mr. Olive mentioned
earlier that he understood
that the Commission
planned only to log 10
percent maybe less, of the
area at Tantawanglo in
(any one year. -

rr_

attend? of
Cr. K. ’Cole thought
likewise. '%
Shire CIerk Mr. w.C.
Fripp, said the minutes

{rom the last meeting only —

mentioned Mr. Olive. .
Mr. Marshall had not

been invited.

Cr.K.Colesaid as far as.
he was concerned, while
there was even only the
slightest doubt about an
increase in  sediment,

Cr. Oliver Green, refer- gthere should be no logging
ring to this, asked what {in the catchment area.

fad 'he been uu&blﬁl‘lb '

7

.

)

\



Ty

'Show of support for

R B

Tantawanglo logging

FROM PAGE |

meeting up to date, Mr
Doug Mein read a
history of the proposal
to lo% in the catchment
of the Tantawanglo
water supply, as fol-
lows: '

l. On the February
23, 1981, Council
resolved that: (1)
ftepresentations be
made to the Minister
responsible for the

Forestry Commission -

to stop any plans to lo
the catchment area ang
that full discussions be
held with Council on
the future use of the
T area.
.and (2) the catch-
ment area - be
proclaimed a catch-
ment district under Or-
dinance 45 of the Local
Government Act so
that some control can
be exercised over the
private land in the
catchment. :

In March, 1982,
Council wrote to the
Commissioner - for

Forests notifying him

of Council’s resolution
with particular
reference to the per-
sistence and quality of
the present flow. The
Commissioner was also

d————

August 1982 the Com-
mission wrote that they
have been unable to
find suitable sites for
research on the Tan-
tawanglo outside the
catchment and sug-
gested three small
creeks inside the catch-
ment. Generally the
Commission propose
instrumenting the sm-
ail catchments and"
calibrating them. After
this, two of fhe catch-
ments would be logged
and the third retained
as a control. The Com-

- mission expect the

research to take from 3
to 5 years.

A committee of four
with two foresters, one -
Council representative
and a representative
from the Soil Conser-
vation Service was
proposed to oversee the
operation, Council
agreed to the proposal
at its meting in August
and asked for two in-
dependent observers on
the committee. The
Commission responded
that the Committee
would always be able to
seek advice from any
person or group as it
wishes. The first
meeting of

e e —

mittee is to take place
on November 24,
OTHER BODIES:

1. The C.S.I.R.O.
have been involved and
have provided a brief
report sugicstin
means by which the ai-
fect that logging would
have on water quantity
and quality could be
modelled and
researched. Their Divi-
sion of Land and
Water Resources hag
indicated that they
would be available to
advise on research
programs.

2. The Soil Conser-
vation Service has
identified
tawanglo Mountain
Road as a major ero-
sion problem. With ad-
vice from the Service,
Council is involved in
upgrading drainage on
this road within the
catchment area to
reduce the present tur-
bidity at high flows.
The Service also stated
in part that “the soils
formed on the
granetoids are variable
but are well described
as having a high to very
high erosion hazard if
disturbed or bared of
vegetation.

the Tan-

Clay fractions can be

expected to be dispersi-
ble with resultant tur-
bidity problems in run
off. The catchment’s
role as a water supply
cannot be over
emphasised.” )

3. The Department
of Public Works is
processing the gazettal
of the catchment area
as a catchment district.
CURRENT FLOW
SITUATION:

The current per-
sistence of the Creek is
demonstrated by the
fact that the present
flow into the Tan-
tawanglo pipeline is
about 29 L/s. This is

below the maximum -

capacity of the pipeline
of 45 L/s but well
above any comparable
streams in the region.

A section of Mr
Mein’s report

-provoked angry com-

ment from a few of
those present.

This concerned the
Council request for the
catchment to be
proclaimed under Or-

dinance 45 of the L.G. -

Act.
A couple of people
—_—
CONT, PAGE 49

m.-————‘—-—-_.._,____—

' '["asked o~ prepare an

Environmental Impact
Statement. if the Com-
mission still proposed”™
to log the catchiment.

2. In April 1981 the
Minister for Planning |
and the Environment
wrote through Mr
-} Akister advising that

Wheére an activity such |
as logging the Tan-
tawanglo catchmernt.
"' would be likely to
! significantly affect the
]

—_—

environment, the Com- - .
mission is required to'
have prepard and|
publicly exhibit an En--
vironmental Impact -
' | Statement and to con-1
sider any representa-
tions made to it before .
making a final decision
on the carrying out of |
the activity. l
3. Also in April 1981
the Commission wrote
stating “the Commis-
sion could.only forego
(the hardwood timber
resources of the Tan- |
tawanglo catchment) if
it were proved beyond
doubt that multiple use
of the catchment was
impossible”’. The Com-
mission detailed their
previous research’ on
the affect of logging on
water and concluded by
saying that “‘the Coun-
cil maybe assured that
"no operations will be
commenced unless and
until the Commission is '
-+| fully satisfied that they
can be carried out
[ without detriment to -

water catchment values
or to water quality,”

['| 4 April 10, i981.
Public meeting at
Candelo supported
Council’s resolutions
on the Tantawanglo
’ catchment,

5. Council has con-
tinued discussions with
* & the Forestry Commis-
.} sion and inspected their
= .research sites, In

\

1
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_dSe’abirds need

During the s@mmer

Logging in
Tantawanglo
matters very muchl

Sir,

Through your newspaper, | wish to take up
with Mr Ross Dobbyns of The Foresiry
Commission, two statements he made during

this week.

Mr  Dobbyns stated firstly, that a |
‘re-growing forest’ uses much more water
than an established one and then barely a
minute later, said that he didn't think -that

would matter very much “’because the stream
had dried up anyhow’ or words very similar to
these..

Now Mr Dobbyns, 1 think it matters one hell
of a lot!

But let’'s get a couple of things clear before |
go any further.

The Tantawanglo Water Supply is drawn
from an extremely small and really quite
primitive dam which is filled by run-off from
the Catchment Area in rainy weather and
‘whatever else seeps out of the hills behind it
for the rest of the time. If and | stress the "IF’,
there is an abundance at any time, then this
runs over the dam wall into Tantawanglo
Creek and flows on down to join the Bemboka
River below Kameruka.

Irrigators and farmers along the Creek
have not had the benefit of any overflow for |
goodness knows how long and rely on small
creeks like McCarthy’s and Plumbs Creek to
empty into the main stream to keep it going.

So the Tantawanglo Creek is drying up

an interview on a local radio station earlier. ]

|
logging of the Tantawanglo Catchment Area [
{

because there is not enough water being
supplied by the Catchment Area to fill the
dam to the point where it overflows - neither
has there been sufficient rain to ensure that
‘feeder’ creeks like McCarthy’s and Plumbs
(which both have their source in the
Catchment Area} continue fo provide enough
water to keep Tantawanglo Creek flowing.
So, Mr Dobbyns, if logging will produce a
‘re-growing forest’ which will in turn use
much more water -
Tantawanglo Catchment Area matters very
much indeed! i

space on the beaches.

then logging in the b

i e et e =

pd 12 19T
T

“The water supply from the Tantawanglo -
Catchment Area is extremely uncertain at

present - how much worse would it be if it had

to support your ‘re-growing forest’, Mr
Dobbyns?

Another point is this. The Tantawanglo
Catchment Area supplies all its consumers
connected to the Tantawanglo Water Supply
with marvelloysly clear, clean water. )

Mr Dobbyns, can you guarantee that this
will be the case during and after your
Commission has forn up and desecrated the
Tantawanglo Catchment Area? | think not!

Now, | am sure that | heard it said at a
Public Meeting at Candelo some months ago,
that logging would create the need for a
filtration plant to be installed fo ensure that
consumers would continue to receive -lear,
clean water. At the time, the cost of this plant
was estimated to be around $60,000.00. 1
venture to say that +~>* -stimate would now
tall far short of the present cost of such a
plant. .

Mr Dobbyns, can you tell me who will have

. 1o pay for and maintain this plant should your

Commission create the need for it by tearing
up the Catchment Area with huge trucks,
bulldozers, etc.? | feel sure that it wont be
your Commissiong but the already overbur-
dened ratepayers of this Shirel

So, the ratepayers of this Shire should
immediately take Mr Dobbyns’ Forestry
Commission to task and insist that the
Commission desist from all thought of logging
in the Tantawanglo Catchment Aréa,
otherwise each and every one will be expected
to contribute towards the cost of cleaning up
the Tantawanglo Water!

Even 1hougg Mr Dobbyns doesn’t think it
makes much difference, | urge all ratepayers
in the Shire to insist that the Forestry
Commission be kept right out of the
Tantawanglo Catchment Area, now and
forever, otherwise we run the risk of losing yet
another of our valuable and irreplacable
sources of water in this fast-drying-up Valley.

Yours etc.,
Judy Winters

Wolumla

bombing people or

months most of us enjoy
the magnificent beaches
of the Far South Coast
and take pleasure in the
sight of our seabirds as
they wheel and call. ~

However these birds
breed during spring and

Unfortunately their need
is greatest when the
beaches are busy with
people and already the
number of successful
nests is noticeably de-
clining in some areas.

It is not a disaster
when a dog runs along a

a disaster when a dg is
let loose for a run wiere
birds are nesting or
accompanies campes to
a secluded beach up-
porting a breeding ol-
ony, as all of these lrds
nest at or below grdind
level. A breeding loelity

animals or by pairs
performing courtship
flights or by carrying
food. Distraction dis-
plays whena bird drags
an apparently broken
wing are attempts to lure
intruders away from
nest sites. Please keep

Off-road and four
‘wheel drive vehicles,
trail bikes and horses on,.

-beaches can also cause

great damage and dist-’
urbance to breeding

birds nests, eggs and
young. However birds
always nest above high

summer and need their. suburban beach and canbe indicated bybrds your distance from these Water mark so try to
share of undisturbed scares a few seagulls. persistently ive- birds. keep on hard damp sand.
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NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND LANDS

SYDNEY
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Ms. L. Austwick,

Honorary Secretary,

Far South Coast Environment Group,
P.0.Box 18,

TATHRA .. 2550,

Dear Ms. Austwick,

I refer again to your letter of 1ld4th July,
1982 concerning the .preservation of tree cover on Portions
139 and 232 in the Parish of Wallagoot, County of Auckland.

Having now considered your representations,
I am not persuaded that I would be justified in asking the
Forestry Commission, as you request, to delay further proceeding
to dispose of the Crown's timber rights in the lands in question.

As to preservation of the tree cover, I would
note that even if harvesting proceeds this will not eliminate
the existing tree cover. Beyond that, the degree of Preservation
of tree cover in fact rests with the owners who may choose among
the options outlined ih my letter of 21st May, 1982 in reply
to your earlier representations,

Yours faithfully,

A. R. L. GORDON

Minister for Local Government
and Lands
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IMPLEMENTATION

Should Council decide to adopt the preceding develop-
“ment proposals as 8 basis for the future planning

and development of the Kalaru area, the following
steps in implementation of those proposals are
proposed:

1. A meeting should be held to discuss the
study and its findings with jnterested members of the
public, to inform people of Council's broad intentions
and to acknowledge the considerable degree of public
{nterest which the study has attracted.

2. A meeting should be arranged with officers
of the Department of Environment and Planning, to
discuss the study with them. A copy of the report
should be provided to the Department at an early
opportunity.

3. 1n order to put revised land use controls
jnto effect, Council has resolved to prepare a Local
Environmental Plan for Kalaru, and has advised the

Secretary of the Department of Environment and Planning

of its intentions. Council must now proceed to
prepare the Plan in accordance with Division 4 of the

Envoronmental Planning and Assessment Act. No action:

can be taken to approve developments outside the
present Interim Development Order conditions until
that Plan has been prepared and approved by the
Minsiter.

4. Council must also obtain from the Department
of Environment and Planning advice as to whether or
not the present study meets the Department's

requirements as a Environmental Study under the Act, or

whether any modifications to the study are required.
The brief for this study did not specify the study
as an Environmental Study, although in the course of

60.

R ¥ I T T Rraaan

the project,and given the 1imitations of time and
resources, every efforr has been made to achieve
consistency with likely Departmental requirements.

. ‘Given that the present study, with or
without modification, is acceptable to the Department
as an Environmental Study, Council can then proceed
with the exhibition of the study, receipt of public
comments and submissions, and preparation of an
Environmental Plan defining more specifically the
areas over which revised land use controls will apply,
and specifying those controls in more detail.

6. Once approval of the Local Environment Plan
is achieved, Council can proceed to issue permits for
developments which are in accordance with the
provisions of the plan.
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to thirty years ago. Now only a handful are able to
find safe nesting grounds. Ducks and plovers appear
to have adapted to the farm development.

.Other animal life, such as wombats, egrets, small
marsupials, often benefit from the forage available
on farms, depending on the success of the farmer's
management of this unwanted stock. This conflict
between native, feral and domesticated animals will
remain a problem in this district where a high
proportion of the farms abut natural forest areas.

Wallagoot Lake:

Wallagoot lake catchment is gradually coming under
firmer management, involving a strong committment

to preservation of the lake in its natural state.
The National Parks and Wildlife Service, The
Department of Environment and Planning, and
especially the Bournda Trust are achleving essential
stewardship and control of land and activities within
the catchment as part of the environmental setting
of the lake. Any planning in the Kalaru district
must respect the established significance of this
natural area and support efforts to maintain or
restore the lake to 1its natural condition.

Habitat Areas:

The description of the large variety of valuable

and ecologically related habitat areas is a
necessarily lengthy task and subject to varied
expert opinion and research. For the purposes of a
broad assessment of the likely impact of further
human settlement in the -area, a major habitat
corridor has been identified. This links the major
woodland areas and includes the forested flat
districts {private farmland) on the north-west area
of Wallagoot Lake. The viability of the Tathra
Wildlife sanctuary could be assisted by maintaining -

31.

the corridor southerly over Evans Hill, to Crown land
to the south.

Other individual and critical habitats such as
shorelines, unique wet gullies and particular
vegetation associations can be identified, but most
are small and hence of only local importance.
Blackfellows Lagoon and 1its shoreline is one example
of an important local habitat.

Human Disturbance:

The existing pattern of settlement presents the most
obvious aspect of disturbance to most forms of
wildlife. The busy traffic of the tourist roads
serves as a seasonal barrier to movement. With the
exception of the relatively compact Kalaru settlement,
farmland does allow limited travel of wildlife such
as wallabies, emus, marsuplals and the like and does
assist in the control of feral predators.

Forest fires are one form of quite frequent, severe
damage to wildlife habitats, and actions which
increase fire risk are to be avoided.

Tree felling and land clearing, especiallf'in the
wildlife corridor, are also highly damaging, and
again are to be avoided where possible.
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and down to Blackfellow's Lagoon, together with its
small tributary south facing gully, is of particular
interest. It is very sheltered and is relatively
undisturbed. The boundary between portions 129 and
132 to the south and 93 and 107 to the north runs
east and west right down the centre of the gully
below the Crown Land.

This gully requires special protection if it is to
survive the impact of closer settlement in the
neighbourhood. This protection would have to be
extended to strips of bushland 30-50 metres wide on
each side of the gully and at the top of it to
preveat weed invasion and the felling or pushing of
trees into the gully. In any case steep hillsides
and gullies on the eastern side of the Lagoon and
the nearby river require strict limitations on the
destruction of trees, the disturbance of soil and
the numbers of septic tanks.

Reed beds prevalent along the edges of the Lagoon in
many places are a habitat for wading birds.

A feature of the southern end of the Lagoon is the
fringe of pink and cream flowering muggah ironbarks
which line the lagoon. Portions 88 and 189 have
" been selectively logged in the past, but the timbered
slopes are now dominated by the ironbarks which
provide a striking feature from the water in the mid-
winter flowering season.

A single instance of clearing, roadbuilding and
house construction to the edge of the lagoon high-—
lights the detrimental effect of uncontrolled
development. In other instances, even a narrow
fringe of trees on the banks greatly reduces the
visual impact of development when viewed from the
water. However, to be viable in the long term, &
tree zone of 50 M width is considered the minimum.
This should also be adequate to provide visual

protection on steeper slopes. The forest and gully
vegetation, the stands of Boobyalla (Myoporum Acun-
inatum), the occasional River QOak (Casuarina
Cunninghamii) and the extensive reed beds of the
Bega River below the tidal limit of Blackfellows
Lagoon represent an important scenic asset and wild-
life habitat.

Heavily timbered arecas of Portions 232, 139,125,
and_233 have a high aesthetic value in providing a
green backdrop to Kalaru and a clearly defined
separation from Tathra.

The forests and gullies of these portions line the
proposed extension to the Bournda State Recreation
Area with the Wildlife Refuge and Blackfellow's
Lagoon thus providing an important corridor for the
rich bird and other wildlife of the area.

The forests themselves have their own intrinsic
value as they carry a diversity of species not
normally found in this region. Species found in
only parts of one portion are listed in Appendix D

To reduce environmental disturbance in terms of
wildlife habitat, soil movement and scenic values,
trees and related vegetation should be retained on
steep slopes and as shelter belts or large wood
lots on gentler slopes and level ground. The
viability of the existing tree species requires
preservation or planting in groups or as assoc-
iations with other vegetation.
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Mr. C., H. Pratten,

Chairman,

Nature Conservation Council
of N. S. W.,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Pratten,

re: RESERVE 87769 PARISH WALLAGOOT, COUNTY AUCKLAND

I refer to your letter of 16th August, 1982,
drawing attention to the possibility of timber logging
being undertaken by the Forestry Commission at some future
date on the subject reserve.

The possibility of logging that part of the
reserve comprised within portion 239 apparently arose
following an application for the conversion of Special
Lease 66/58 Bega which covers that portion, into a purchase.
Such application has now been refused.

The reserve is under consideration by the National
Parks and Wildlife Service for addition to Bournda State
Recreation Area and the Crown Lands Office has concurred in
this actiomn.

Although the covering reserve was notified well
before the adoption of the conservation policy, the provisions
of that policy apply to this area and the Forestry Commission
is aware of the requirement for timber retention.

Yours sincerely,

/é')/
(B. R.Z];ﬁ\f?ts/)

¢3~7 Under Sechetary
s and Registrar'G%neral

75 /v



015
PGM D SYDO15
NSWEC AA24041

TF21088
BEGA VALLEY SHIRE COUNCIL
BEGA

THE NATURE CONSERVATION COUNCIL OF N.S.W. 1S OPPOSED TO LOGGING
OPERATIONS WITHIN THE TANTAWANGLO CATCHMENT AREA AND URGES THAT
NO SUCH OPERATIONS BE ALLOWED IN THIS AREA.

PETER MYERSCOUGH
VICE CHAIRMAN
399 PITT STREET
SYDNEY

ﬁ?
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16 SEP 1982

Dear Mr., Pratten,

I refer to your letter of 16th August, 1982, on
behalf of the Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
regarding an approach made to me by the Far South Coast
Environment Group in connection with the question of
tree cover preservation on certain lands in the
vicinity of Tathra.

Careful note has been made of all that has
been said and I appreciate the thoughts which prompted
you to write to me. The matters you have raised are ones
for consideration in the first instance by my colleagues,
the Minister for Planning and Environment and the Minister
for Local Government and Lands and I have therefore
acquainted the Ministers with the nature of your representations.

You may be assured that the points made will be closely
examined in conjunction with the earlier approach that I
received in the matter.

ours sincerely,

(9 Premier.

Mr. C.H. Pratten,

Chairman,

Nature Conservation Council
of N.S.W.,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. 2000.



_ ) P.O. Box 18,
FAR SOUTH COAST TATHRA,

ENVIRONMENT GROUP N.S.W. 2550

14th July 1982

The Hon L Gordon

Minister for Local Government & Lands
Perliament House

SYDNEY 2000 -

Dear sir

Re: Preservation of Tree Cover on Portions 139 &8 232, Parish ulalleooct,
County Auckland N -

.

At our last Committee meeting. it was resolved to advise your department,
the Local Forestry Office end Bega Valley :Council that the following
action has been taken by the Far South Coast Enviromerit Group on: the, above
matter. R ‘

I L
- o -t

1) A .submigsion to the Kaleru Planning study beinéuéarried‘éuthbqugilan;
Consultants for Beéga Valley Council. The above portions are considered a
sensltive part of_ the study area. - .

2) Request 8ega Valley Council to support .8 change in legislstion oW an
E.TI.5. through the’ Enviromeént and- Planning Department.

3) A submission to the Premier outlignipg .anomolies and. overlapping
legislation with supporting correspondence requesting that "covenants"
with landowners to retain tree cover in sensitive areas ere included in
gn emendment to the Forestry ect particularly in respect of this year
of the tree. g

4) A submiseion tp the Nature Conservation Council of NGW with sdﬁpdrtihg
correspondence.

5) A submigsion to the Heritape Council of NS with supporting correspondence.

We request that no Forestry plans for the sbove portions proceed until the
above actions have been resplved and until the Kalaru Planning Study has
been made aveileble to the Bega Valley Council eand the public.

We thenk you for your co-operstion in this matter.

Yours feithfully

N G LR
G b

L Austwick
Hon. Secretary
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—BEGA-TATHRA-CONSERVATION-SOCIEFY-— ——

P.O. Box 18,
FAR SOUTH COAST TATHRA
ENVIRONMENT GROUY NSW. 2550

25 June 1982 29 JUN 1982
Mr Chris Pratten
NCC

399 Pitt Street:
SYDNEY NSW 2000

Bear Mr Pratten

Enclosed are photo copies of letters to and from the Hon E Bedford, a copy
of a recent letter from the Minister for Local Government and Lands and our
recent letter to the Bega Valley Shire Council.

We have noted the NCC's Year of the Tree policies and relevant to the above
issue is "Clearing" and "Landscape Conservation Grants."

We would like to request urgent action on the part of the Bxecutive as a
"last ditch stand” to uwrge the Premier to seek Cabinet's approval to a
change in the legislation concerning tree cover on special lease lands and
converted leaselands.

The Bega Valley Shire Council has advertised its new Tree Preservation Order
but of course this has no effect with the Forestry Commission.

The Year of the Tree may have some effect if publicity is given to the press
on this issue,

There is only two small sections of converted leaselands on the coastal
fringe according to Lands Department information and very few wish to retain
tree cover aas i# the present case.

The Far South Coast Environment Group will also be writing to the Premier on
this matter and that letter will be enclosed for you to.

Yours sirerely

s Beco Funelt

Lynette Austwick
Honorary Secretary

enc b
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25 June 1982

Mr N Wran QC MP
Premier of NSW
Parliament House
SYDNEY NKNSW 2000

Our organisation is seeking your support in a matter requiring an amendment
to the Forestry Aet.

We are also seeking the support of the Bega Valley Shire Council as the case
outlined in the enclosed correspondence appears to be surrounded by anomalies
and varfous overlapping legislation, all of which are applicable.

The area in question is loecated:

1 Within the mapped coastal protection zone.

2 Within the Kalaru Study being carried out by Neilson Consultants for the
Bega Valley Shire Council to enable possible sub-division desigmed to
relieve pressure on land use in the tourist township of Tathra.

3 The area is an important landscape feature both to Kalaru and moat
importantly to the entrance of Tathra.

4 PForesiry operations, even carefully carried out operations, would create
a great fire hasard as pointed out in the Groups letter to the Hon
Mr E Bedford.

5 Whilst the opportunity is given to purchase the timber wholly or in part,
should the option be up, the forest cover then automatically comes under
Council's Tree Preservation Order and could not be logged for profit by
the present owners or succeeding owners. The present land owners whilst
wishing to retain the tree cover in perpetuity, would elso be maintaining
an aesthetie commodity necessary to the area as a whole, but, at the same
time, being financially committed to paying some thoussnds of dollars for
the purchase of the timber rights.

We also understand 139 and 232 to be the only converted lease lands on
the eoastal fringe.



Page 2

Mr N Wran QC MP
25 June 1982

If legislation in this particular case is not possible, we request an EIS
be sarried out by the Forestry Commission as proposed by the Minister for
Planning and Environment or that the Commission be asked to exercise
constraints within the Forestry Act and permanently refrain from logging
on the lands in question.

It ies poesible that such a situntion has not arisen before.

You will note that the Minister for Local Government and Lands, 21 May, has
stated that under the present legislation the proposed “easement"” or
covenant agreement is not possible.

As we understand from the Forestry Commission, the situation is that very
few purchasoers of "converted leases" elect to keep their land under permanent
forest cover. Most are anxious to have their land cleared by logging
contractors and the royalties generally cover these costs.

It also appears that the pressure to log these lands would not be s¢ acute
if they were located other than within the Woodchip Concession Area (Minister
Gordon's letter 21 September 1981),

According to Mr John Akister, our local Member, "Harris-Daishowa needs every
tree"/ We find this difficult to believe as our Committee was told quiie
freely at the Eden Mill last weck that the demand for woodchips by Japan has
decreased considerably. We also understand that the use of plastic packaging
could be a contributing factor to that reduction.

Other landowners in the Bombala distrid wish to retain tree cover oo their
lands which are in a water catchment area. See enclosed paper clipping.

Mr Premier, we believe that the "covenant” proposal is realistic and ihe

need to retain tree eover has been firmly established and is being emphasised
by the present Year of the Tree.

Yours sincerely

i%ﬁ M&ef/

Lynette Austwick
Honorary Secretary

enc 9



F.5.C. Environment Group,
P.0. Box I8,
Tathra,

Bega Valley Shire Council, 8 -6
The Shire Clerk,
Dear: Mr Fripp,

During March of this year copies of correspondence
between the Minister for Planning and Environment and the F,S,C.E,G.
relating to proposed Forestry operations on certain lands adjacent
to Tathra were left with the Counclls Planning Department to
determine references to protection of timbered land by a Tree
Pregervation Order, ‘

We would be pleased if Council could indicate
ites attitude generally toward the proposed forestry activities
irrespective of any legalities i.,e. fire hazard, visual impact
close to the entrance of this tourist township etec.

The Minister for Local Government and Lands
has now indicated that under present legislation the Forestry
Commission has nc alternative but to carry out the proposed operations.

It would be most advantageous that the legislation
be changed so that persons -dasiring to retain the tree cover on
converted lease lands may do so by entering into an agreement with
‘the Commision as outlined in our Group's letter to the Minister of
Planning and Environment.

We understand Council's Planning Department has
referred the Group's letter on this matter to the Kalaru Planning
Consultants. o )

The timbered land in question is important as a ~
backdrop to the village of Kalaru rezoning study.

- Can we request Council to make the highest
possible recommendations to ( i.e, the Premier's Dept.) that no
forestry activities take place east of the Merimbula-Kalaru raad
adjdcent to Tathra, Falling the Premler's intervention we request
Council and/ or Consultants insist on the Forestry Commission or
the Department of Environment and Planning to carry out an E,I.S8.

( see Minister Bedfords letter), .

F.,5.C.E,G., will be making appropriate representatios
independantly.

We are looking forward to the earliest possible
reply. ~

Yours faithfully,

. Michael Hisslpk
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(jj ‘. &/L(/f/’*{ Kew South Wales

27th May, 1982,

Ms. L. Austwick,

Honorary Secretary,

Far South Coast Environment Group,
P.0O. Box 18,

TATHRA. N.S.W. 2550.

Dear Ms. Austwick,

I refer to my letter to you of 15th March, 1982
regarding the retention of tree cover on converted
leaseland near Tathra,

As advised, I contacted my colleague, the Hon. A.R.L.
Gordon, M.P,, Minister for Local Government and Lands,
in this regard for his advice and comment. I have now
received a reply from Mr. Gordon, a copy of which is
enclosed for your information.

Kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

J K. HALLAM, M.L.C.,

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
AND FISHERIES,




The Hun. J.R. Hallam, M.L.C,.,
Ministar for Agricultura & Fisherxies,
SYDNEY, N.8.W. 2000,

gL . -
Li by 2702

Dear Mr, Hallam,

I rafer to your latter of 15th Maxrch, 1982, seeking advice
in regard to representations from Me. L, Austwick, Honorary Sacretary,
Far South Coast Environment Group, FP.0. Box 18, Tathra.

Our colleagus, the Hon, Eric Bedford, M.P,, Ministar for
Planning and Environment, had referred to me the sams matter from
Ms, Austwlick's earlier representations to him. A copy of my letter
to Mg, Austwick is enclosed.

tne of the properties cited by Mm. Austwick is held as
Conditional Purchase, en route to freehold,

As background in the matter, Conditienal Purchase applications
are opan to rejection by the Land Board Offfce, tha Foreatry Commission
or, in moat cases, by the National Parke and Wildlife Service. Thair
review gshouyld, I believe, ensure that a Conditional Purchase is not
granted where the forest agover should be xetained for canservation
or other broad community interast.

Where an application has surviwed that scrutiny, basically
the position is that the Crown's rights in the timber on leased Crowm
lands are retained for a period of up to 10 yaars after conversiom to
Conditional Purchase is grantad. The lagislative provisions to that
and were designed specifically to remove the obstacle that those rights
formerly had bean to convarsion, and to allow a reasonable period for
the orderly markating of the timber,

Once conversion is grantad it bacomms the duty of the Forastry
Commission to realise tha Crown's interest in the timbar and products
bafoxre the rights empire, which it may do by harveating under licenoce,
ar by sale of the rights to the owner,

There ia no provision otherwise under present legislation
for suspension of the Crown's righte by "agreement"™ as proposed by
M@, Austwick and, as it would be inconsistent with the objectives of
presant legislation and policy, I would not be prepared to sponsor
legislation to give affact to har proposal.



As regards the particular case cited by Ms. Austwick, I am
informed that Portion 233, Parigh of Wallagoot, is vacant Crown land
subiject to a reserve from sale for future public requirements., It is
thought she probably has in mind Portion 239 (subdivided some years
ago from Portion 233) which, with Portion 191, is held as Spacial
Laase,. Howavar, that area also is subject to reserve from sale for
future public requiremants and there are no current proposals to log
it.

The option to purchase the Crown's timber rights was previously
offared to the ownaers of Portion 139, who have since applied to do so
and lodged the appropriate deposit. Howawer, it is wmdsratood that
they may be somswhat apprehensive as to the cost of outright purchase -
which may indeed have inspired ths "covenant" proposal. To accommodate
them in this case, as I have advised Ms. Austwick, the Forestry
Commission has offered tha owners a compromise option whereby, the
Crown's interest would be realised in part by logging, as may be
mutually agreed, and in part by sale to the land owners. The owners
would thereby have tha opportunity of retaining the timber cowver
they most value, devoting their share of royalty from the logging
toward its purchasae,

Finally, I would note that if these options of purchase
are not taken up, harvesting would not involve the complate liquidation
of the timber, as way be inferred from Ms. Austwick's letter, but soms
tree cover would be retained whether by statutory exclusion from the
Crown'srights, normal environmental oomstraints adopted by the Forestry
Commiseion in logging, or by virtue of being unmerchantablae,
== — —3

Yours faithfully,

AL i%.L. Joraon

{({A,R,L. GORDON)
Minister for Local Government
and Lands.




NEW SQUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
AND LANDS

SYDNEY
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Ms. Lyn Austwick,

Honorary Secretary,

Far South Coast Environment Group,
P.0. Box 18,

TATHRA., N.S.W. 2550,

Dear Ms. Austwick,

As you are aware my colleague, the Hon. Eric Bedford, M.P.,
Minister for Planning and Environment, referred to me the gquestion,
raised in your letter to him of 27th October, 1981, of an "easement"
to retain timber on certain lands. I note that you have recently
written on similar lines to my colleague, the Hon, J.R. Hallam,
Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, who has sought my advice.

Your proposal for suspension of the Crown's rights in the
timber on Conditional Purchases, while a covenant to retain the timber
on the land remains, is not practicable under present legislation.

among the particular lands you guoted, former Portion 233,
Parish of Wallagoot, was subdivided some years ago into Portions 233
and 239. Portion 233 with Portion 234, is now vacant Crown land,
while Portion 239 with Portion 191, is held under Special Lease, all
being within Reserve No. 87769 for Future Public Requirements, There
are no current proposals for logging any of these areas.

As to the two Conditional Purchase areas, the Forestry
Commission would be prepared to allow the owners the options either
of purchase of the timber rights in total, or alternatively of an
arrangement by agreement for logging in part and purchase of the
remaining rights. I should imagine the owners might welcome the
latter option and the opportunity it would give them to retain the
timber cover they most value, and to strike a balance where they
choose between the cost of purchase and the share of royalty they
would receive from the logging.

If neither of those options is pursued by the owners the
Commission will be bound to proceed with logging operations to
realise the Crown's interest. Such an operation would, of course,
be planned and conducted with due regard to envirommental safeguards.

Yours faithfully,

M@ ?; é@@ @ @ 04 g Minister I?z;LI.JoggliDgg::ernment

and Lands




4!

™~
-

!

3@@7ui4

DM RML 14833

1 NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

SYDNEY,

Ms. R. Aﬁstwick,
Honorary Secretary,

Far South Coast Environment Group A
P.0. Box 18, . ' B Thes 53T
TATHRA  N.S.W, 2550

Dear Ms. Austwick,

I refer to your letter of the 27th October, 1981,
where you sought advice on the best 'solukien,fér the
retention of trees standing on land at Tathra and
adjacent to the Bournda State Recreation Area in the
Parish of Wallagoot.

) . . P .
( : In the first instance, I would advise that it is open

)

A

to the Bega Valley Shire Council, under the terms of its
Tree Preservation Order currently applying to the area, to
refuse private owners or foresters permission to lop or fell
healthy trees in those areas which you have mentioned or,
indeed, any areas other than timber reserves under the
Forestry Act, 1916, within the boundaries of the former

| Shire of Imlay.

It is also possible for the Council to express a
policy towards tree preservation in particular areas, such
as, the approaches to Tathra. Such a policy could be
formally expressed in a development control plan that
could be prepared under the provisions of Section 72 of the
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979.
Preparation of such a plan is, however, a matter for the
local council.

Also, as you have observed in other areas, it is
open to the Bega Valley Shire Council to decide at any
time to prepare a draft local environmental plan which
could incorporate environmental protection zones aimed at
the protection of scenic or environmental assets of an
area, This again is a matter for consideration by the Council.

With regard to the proposed activities of the Forestry
Commission, I have referred your letter to my colleague,
the Hon. A.R.L. Gordon, M.P., Minister for Local Government
and Lands, and made reference to the provisions of Part V
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979,
Under Part V of the Act, it is open to the Forestry
Commission, in its areas of operation which are likely
to significantly affect the environment, to have an
environmental impact statement prepared to identify likely
problems and solutions as a result of logging. Any
investigations would, I expect, have regard to fire
prevention, erosion control and impact on the scenery
resulting from any logging activities,

Y .



On the questions of placing reservations over Crown Lands
upon release for lease or purchase and on the range of agree-
ments likely to be available between private owners or lessees
and the Forestry Commission, I have asked Mr Gordon to reply
directly to you as these are matters coming within his area
of responsibility.

I trust that this information is of assistance to your
organisation.

Yours sincerely,

Leito_a

ERIC BEDFORD,
Minister for Planning
and Environment.



: P.O. Box 18,
FAR SOUTH COAST TATHRA,
ENVIRONMENT GROUP N.S.W. 2550

27 Uctober 1981

Mr E Bedford MP :
Minister for Planning and Environment
Parliament House

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Mr Bedford

‘RE YRESERVATION OF TREE COVER OVER PORTIONS 139, 232, 233 PARISH WALLAGOOT
COUNTY AUCKLAND -

We wish to make special representation to you regarding the preservation of
tree cover over the above lands adjacent to the tourist town of Tathra.

The Portions of ,139 and 232 were formerly special leases and are now
conditional purchases. The forestry Commission holds 10 year logzing rights

and are presently considering carrying out sawlog-pulpwood, mine prop
operations, .

The owners of these properties are anxious to retain the tree cover on their
properties for perpetuity.

The timber resource is minimal, according to the Forestry Commission, and
logging would not only cause a devastating scenic effect but the residue

would pose a massive bushfire threat to the Tathra township, especially in

the present extreme drought conditions. If a fire started in the logged areas
it would create explosive conditions in adjacent forest cover.

This would be further exacerbated by the proposed logging of some 500 acres
of 233, a lease held by Easdown and Caddy. 233 is adjacent to a proposed.
addition to Bournda State Recreation Area and is traversed by a road reserve
to Kangarutha and White Rock which is regularly used by tourists.

We also feel that a Tree Preservation Order should cover a 22 metre road.

verge along' the short drive into Tathra. The entrance being one of its out-
standing natural attractions.

L
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Mr E Bedford 2
27 October 1981

Portions 139 and 232 effectively landscape the area of Evans Hill and
provide an important wildlife corridor to the small area of the Tathra
Forest Wildlife Refuge which contains permanent fresh water.

Our organisation if seeking your support in the concept of retaining
timbered lands on the same princile that covers "easements" or, that the
purchaser of leasehold lands may enter inte a legal agreement with the
Forestry Commission whereby the title deeds will be’Y8ted to the effect

-that the owner shall not destroy or sell any native timber and such an

agreement would be binding on later owners, unless an application is made
to revoke the agreement im which case the Coimission resumes the timber
rights over the land. As in all rights pertaining to freehold land the
owner should be allowed to use timber for firewcod, posts or building.

In the present economic circumstances purchasing the timber rights, as is

sometimes agreed to by the Commission, is impossible for most people while
the land is being paid for.

We understand that the local Council in thé Bundanoon area has initiated a
Draft Environmental Plan which proposes that rural farmland adjoining Mortoen
National Park is rezoned Rural Environmental Protection "Scenice",

The recently amalgamated Bega Valley Shire Council has three Tree Preservation

Orders and, so far, has been unable to compile an effective policy for the
Shire,

As matters stand the Forestry Commission has no other optidn but to log
and chip the properties or the owners must purchase the timber rights.

We understand that the Lands Department is inféatigating conversion of lease-
lands and in many cases they are placing Reservations over leaselands to -
retain tree cover in the coastal belt and elsewhere.

We would be grateful if we can be advised of the best solution to this
relatively simple problem of retaining natural tree cover on these lands,

Yours faithfully B
ﬁcy liwodigect

Lyn Austwick
Honorary Secretary




15th April, 1981.

The Secrotary,

Forestry Cormission of NSW,
G.P.0. Box 2667,

Sydney, NSW, 2001.

Dear Sir,

It is understood that approval has been granted to Harris-Daishows to export
an additional 200,000 tonnes of woodchip, obtainable from Victorian forests,
private lands, State Forests outside the present agreement area and from
areas of Tallaganda State Forest being converted to pine.

Would you provide the following information:

1) Wnat proportions of the increased cxport will be obtained from each
of the above sources?

2} Regarding the additional woodchips which will be obtained from outside
the agreement area, from whichmState Forcsis will sawlog sesidue be obtained
for woodchips and for what period of timc has approval been granted to
obtain woodchips from these Statc Forcsis?

3) 1s tho Forestry Commission investigating any further applications by
Harris-Daishowa for increases in woodchip exports?

I look forward to a reply at your earliest convenience.

Yours faathfully,

Roger Lembit,
Project Officer.
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BEGA-TATHRA CONSERVATION SOCIETY S APR 198!

P.O. Box 18,
TATHRA,
N.S.W. 2550

I.rch 3lst, 1981

The Chairman,

Mr, C. H, Pratton,

Nature Conservation Counecil,
399.Pith. Sirget,

SYDNEy, NSW, 2000

Dear lr. Pratton,
Enclogsed the responges to our questions which we received via lr, Hatton's office,

Ref; Fire: Cause and Effect., (b) Ve have seen, ir the Canberra Times and in
other written material, evidence to suggest the Forestry Commission acknovledges
the causes of the fires as beginning in burning windrows,...Bondi S.F...this
burnt out Nungatta N, P, and all pf Coopracambra State Park in Vietoria,..

30 000 ha. Also bark dump fire escape Nov. 18th, Timbillica 5.F., Hadgee S,F,

and Nadgee Nature Reserve, and all of Cpoajingalong Nat. Park in ViCesaa

43 000 ha, some of it regeneration from integrated logging, We published

a letter containing this information, in the local press. Since then the

Forcstry Commission has referred to arson as the causes., Ve are inclined to

doubt this. (Though we don't condemn the Foresters for whom we feel some
sympathy)

The figures showing fire incidence are not the same as the ones we were given

+.ofrom a most impeccable source, but we believe there may have been a change

in the period of time the figures refer to. They look better over a longer

period., The 44%, I think referred to last year, but haven't confirmed, Vill

do so if you wigh,

Ref: General: (b) Iliisrepresentation, Ve are a 1little hurt by the liinister's referencd
to"conservetionist rhetoric", It was Department Primary Indusiry rhetoric
that caused us to asl the pertinent question., See enc.
e hope your Council can make use of the responsea to our questions, Ve believe the
woodchip industry, and fire management have much to answer for, and both need some
expert investigation, which we, as amateurs in police work are unable to carry out
very efficiently. Our resources are a litile slim too,

Best wishes. Please let us know if we can help
further,

/
Yours sincerely, —
B tte R0 T o S
(lirs Betty Thatcher)

I am not the Secretary now, I am publicity but
have been given permission to go on with this matter,
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NEW SOUTH WALES

MINISTER FOR LANDS. FORESTS
AND
WATER RESCURCES

SYDNEY
- SEEARTEI

Mr. J. E. Hatton, M;P..,

Member for South Coast,

p.0. Box 634,

NOWRA, 2540.

Dear Mr. Hatton,

I refer again to your representations on behalf of tlhe Bega-Tathra
Conservation Society concerning management of forest areas.’

!
el

The guestions put forward by the Society have been -considered by
the Forestry Commission which has supplied the following information.

. Tts assessment was made by reference to three of the Commission’s
. specialist Divisions.

1. Fire: Cause and Effect

{a) Control burning has been accepted by all fire control
authorities and land management agencies as probably the
only effective and economic method.ofhminimising'the spread
of wildfires and the damage caused by them, Ex;gnsive"control

- burning has been carried out in the Eden area but, neverthe-
less, extensive areas of regeneration were burnt in the
Timbillica fire. Present indications are that these areas
are already re-stocking naturally without the need for

planting or seeding. .-

T

(p) It is not accepted that the fire of 18th November was~caused
by a bark dump. Although the fire started In the vicinity
'of a burning bark heap, there is evidence to suggest'that
the fire may have been deliberately lit. Inggg;iga;gmgiJQE; -
the cause of the fire are continuing. The figure of 44% of
fires in State Forest beginhing on bark heaps is incorrect.
A break-up of the causes of Fires in the Eden District durihg

the 1980/81 fire season is as follows:-

Re-ignition of Forestry Commission burns

{including bark heaps) . 1l4s
ILightning 21%

peliberate {(Arson, burning-off by others etc.) . 53%

Miscellaneous 12%

,?7 The policy of buming bark heaps was changéd priof to the

esin— "

November fires. consideration is now being given to
alternative methods of disposing of bark.

(¢} The effect of logging and burning on plant and animal 1ife
is being studied by a number of organisations including this ‘
Commission, C.S.I.R.0., the Australian Museum and the National = | yb
parks and wWwildlife Serxvice. The Forestry Commission has - fi
recently published Regearch Note 42 on the "Effects of the “EU e '
Eden Woodchip -Industry on Terrestrial Vertebrates“.’ i}@



(@) . The recovery of burnt trees depends on a number of factors

including the severity of the burn, the species of tree

+ . and the pccurrence of rain subsequent to the fire. .Ther.
Commission is surveying the degree of damage resulting *. b

i . : from the recent fires near rden and will await the result & a0
of this survey before determining which areas, if any, AT
will be salvage logged. ‘ I UL LI S A

S

,,{(e)1.There have been major fires in the Eden area in two years ., ‘q.m
- . since the integratedrloggihg operations commenced.-v1n$1972;“ﬂﬁy?
550 hectares of regeneration were burnt and in 1980 a further
12 800 hectares of regeneration were burnt. The areas. buxnt
in 1972 were fully restocked prior to being burnt again-.in; -
1980. It is expected that the areas will régenerate rapidly

following recent rain. .
[ R o, .".,..-l ".‘:?;Z‘é}é.‘*” ‘._’ I ) 0

{£) unfortunately improved access +o the forest has regul¥ed in,
ous rosd fo e’ an increased number of fires resulting from incendiarism.
a3 Wolymla Trig:" i 3, ] . Tt is believed that increased public awareness together with . .
:3?%;:&3:&3&;;&3; police action will alleviate this. problem. '..;'.f‘
o viaela o g Sevm N ' =

ey
TR P . v

el

‘Bast

soil and Water, Lakes and Streams ™ T TR+ T AV it
S i aoatte Tor et

(a) Research by the Commission in the Five Forests area near Begda

indicates that integrated logging operations have had a minimal

influence on sediment supply to the estuaries and coastal lakes

Lingordon; said that the
riad, at'g cost ol §300.000

ﬁﬁﬁ§$9¢a$¢ Jogging ¢ . of that region. cediment supplied to.a stream during the -
;:o‘)%gi‘:::t? 5%? a,f;;g%‘;‘,gg.;- . integrated logging of a research catchment south of Eden:was
'ymngQ?Q'f gt ‘and . - derived primarily from the erosion of a minor logging road. -
s allgw ke, giot Improved drainage .and construction of similar roads is now v

‘ ﬁ@me'ﬁ;bﬁﬂ,c’ﬁﬁiﬁfﬂél}ré’s
ﬁqwgggpwl;ﬁé
b.royaltyivaiuc 9.

% _(pb) When considered over the length of a cutting cycle and in the 1@
context of total nutrient supply, losses of nutrients:in log ﬂd:ﬂi

removals actually occurring in the operation at Eden are yJ f f

negligible. There fore application of fertiliser for the D‘pl

purpose of nutrient'replacement»is not considered necessary.xj .

standard practice in the Eden area. A comprehensive research |
programme ig proceeding and results are being published. .

o .

3, - Control of Pests. ' Poee et
7 L . A S . cats T D - ST
éS © Blackberry control programmes are carried out in N.S8.W. p@he ¢;;§ /
4 "’ .. plantation both by the use of weedicides and by the usge: of goats..’

s ‘-—'—

. g K
M . PRl R

The poison 1080 is used in State Forests-to'control'rabbit

4. Economics. Lo b Rl LT

) e e P T i ST IR SRS kA ;

(@), pulpwood royalties are fixed at Eden at a level which,

+ " combined with royalties from other products, will cover the
Commission's costs of management. . The figures guoted in the

1 ig‘,>

S| poahr

Tuf? - " ' question are those‘whichvwerE'used“to evaluateiwhether.the
M@ 1EL- road should or should not be constructed. o
- { . .
('{y‘gﬁ‘ | i ¢ ' ; ; ave 66 o
4 L, (b) No profit-loss account for 1980 1s available. % h Wl g

A v
. \ ' o . ) . fl(/'uﬂ' _SVU&&.‘/S.’A
{c) The Forestry Comm1591bn gpent 5.4% of its budget on research 60
during 1979/80.

) P . 8 .
. . P fher ot I Loedi e e,
(d) No. ' [ T . S T DRI S e (Y {" . '..l";. R

e 0t TR R R - SRR IO Vo
(e) ' No contribution is made by-Ha;ris Daishowa to the Forestry z.:
Commission other :than by way of royalty payments and license i .

fees. ‘ ot - RIS
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_ _ (i) There is no evidence to suggest, that die-back and other
T _ , diseases affecting native forests is on the increase in" .
SR New South Wales because of ingreasingw§9£g§ggz_actiyitig@b‘

(3) Sirex wasp has recently been found in pine plantations in
|/ Southern New South Wales. There is no evidence to’suggest
\ . " that the occurrence of this insect is related to whether *°
' Sﬁ€’ of : the plantation has been established on land which had been'
39 e cleared of native forest or whether it was formerly .- '
fﬁﬁ S agricultural land.. The occurrence is directly related
"+ - to the health of the individual trees attacked and is:not.. )
- seen as a problem in New South Wales plantations where it " .7 7w
is anticipated that the health of the stands can be maintained !’
. in good condition by regular commercial thinnings. : ’

- s s
[

-

-, (A. { GORDON) |
.Minister for Forests.. , *“ .




. o *-'3;'- THE MARITIME SERVICES BOARD OFF N.S.W.,
- i ;}g-».‘{;{j‘_
f?}"kfy“& CIRCULAR OLIAY WEST,
. .L:nu{nl:.w SYUNEY.
‘ W
f'?; ":?3 N Telephone No. 2-0545 (All Hours)
., Cafriany Telex No. AA24944
’ . Telegraphic Address
' *‘Marboard Sydney’
Mrs. B. Thatcher, OFFICE HOURS: 8.30am - 4.00}
- ' - Hon. Joint Secret Ty . Address Correspondence to:—
: Bega, - Tathra Conservation The Secretary,
Society, Box 32, G.P.O.,
F.O0. %ox 18 SYDNEY. 2001
'TATHRA. N.S.W. 2550. ‘ Please Quote No. 80/ 34744

LW:JP
24 September 1680

Dear Madam,

I refer to your letter of 15 August 1980 regarding
the export of woodchips from Twofold Bay. ~

It is advised that the figures mentioned in your
letter are the official tonnages publicised in the Fort -~
Statistics Book of exports of woodchips from Twofold Bay
for the financial years 1977/78 znd 1978/7¢,

These tonnages represent "Revenue Tonnes", that is,
the tonnage on which Harbour Rates are paid and is based on
a formula of twice the dead weight, thereby ascertaining
the measurement tonnage of the woodchips.

"Revenue Tonnes" is defined as weight or measurement,
whichever is the greater and in the absence of measurement:
on a manifest a standard formula is used (in the example of
woodchips 2 dead weight tonnes).

The manifested dead weight or’ mass of woodchips .
would, therefore, be half the tonnages published, for example,

Manifested Weight(Tonnes) Revenue Tonnesﬁqz)

1977/78 705 347 1 410 694
1998/79 715 315 1 430 630
197G/80 61 Quy 1 922 088

I am to add that the Revenue Tonnes are, in fact,
the measurement of the cargo in cubic metres.

Yours faithfully,

\B//'?; . Zﬂf"ﬂ,c-[u fH’._g_-_ L—

. BRADSTREET,
Secretary.”




6T 4681

Forestry House,
93-95 Clarence Street,
Sydney |

FORESTRY
COMMISSION
OF N.S. Y.

Postal address: Box 2667, G.P.O. Sydney 2001
Telegrams: Newforests, Sydnay

Telephone 20236 Ext. 575 . Mr, Goldie
In your reply please quote 49096 (M D )

JAG:DJ 3rd June, 1980

Mrs. Betty Thatcher,

Honorary Joint Secretary, _ |
Bega~Tathra Conservation Society,

P.0. Box 18,

TATHRA, N.S.W. 2550

Dear Madam,.

Reference is made to your letter of 9th May, 1980
geeking information on woodchip operations by Harris Daishowa
in the Bega-Eden District.

A total of 744,968 tonnes of hardwood chips was
obtained during the year ending 1978/79. This total was made
up of 558,779 tonnes obtained from State Forests, 14,498 tonnes
from private lands and 171,691 tormes from sawmill waste. The
origin of the latter volume is not recorded. Answers to your
specific questions are as follows:-

(1) 75% (STATE FOREST)
(2) 23% (SAWMILL WASTE)

(3) Nil. However it is understood that a quantity
of pine was purchased by Harris Daishowa
from Integrated Forest Products, Canberra.

(4) e% (PRIVATE PROPERTY)

The existing license allows for the export of
850,000 tonnes per anmum. However, it iz understood that
Harris Daishowa has applied for an increase and this appkleation
is currently under consideration by the Departmen imary
Industry. Should you require further information with regard
to export licensing I suggest that you could contact that
department.
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SYDNEY,

Mr., J.E. Hatton, M.P.,
Member for South Coast,
P.0O. Box 634,

NOWRA. N.S.W. 2540

11 san Rt

Dear Mr. Hatton,

I refer to your letter of 20th January, 19871 in
which you made representations on behalfl of the Bega-
Tathra Conservation Society on matters concerning
State forests. As you are no doubt aware, the
questions posed by the Society raise issues concerning
the policies and practices of the N.S5.W. Forestry
Commission, which are not directly related to broad
land use plannlng. The Department of Environment and
Planning would not undertake studies on such specific
and detailed issues within State forests.

Waturally, the Department does co-operate with
other State Government agencies on land use related
igsues and under the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act, 1979 introduced on st September, 1980,
any development or works proposed by a public authorlty
are subject to the provisions of either Part IV or
Part V of the Act. Generally speaking, where
development will have, or is likely to have, a,
significant impact on the environment, provision exists
for the preparatioll of enviroamental 1mpact_§§g§§ments

and the exhibition of such statements Tor public
information and comment.

Yours sincerely,

ERIC REDFORD '

Minister for Planning
and Environment




MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRY

Parliament House,

Canberra, A.C.T., 2600
Telephone (062) 731711

Dear Mrs Thatcher,

- The Minister for Primary Industry, the Hon.
P.J. Nixon, has asked me to reply to your letter of
30 June 1980 in which you asked for information about
Harris-Daishowa's woodchip operations.

Departmental officers inform me that any reports
to the effect that Harris-Daishowa exported over one
million tonnes of woodchips in 1979 are incorrect. Copies
of export documentation forwarded to the Department of
Primary -Industry by Customs officers show that exports
, in that year were in accordance with the Company's export
— approval of 850 000 tonnes.

During 1980, Harris-Daishowa submitted three
separate applications for approval to export increased
quantities of woodchips. The first, for 50 000 tonnes
derived from forest residues from the Badja region of
New South Wales was approved for 1980 only.

An application for approval to export an
wezte additional 400 000 tonnes of woodchips for the period

w 1980-89 derived mostly from sawlog residues in State
forests in East Gippsland was referred to the Commonwealth
Department of Science and the Environment for report on
environmental aspects of the proposal. That Department

is consulting the State environment protection authority.
No decision will be made on the application until any
environmental assessments required have been completed.

A further application for approval to export
an additional 200 000 tonnes for the period 1280-8%, based
on the availability of logging residues in State forests
to_the north of the Company's existing_concession in New
South Wales has been réferred to the Commonwealth
Department of Science and the Environment for report.
That Department is consulting the State Pollution Control
Commission on environmental aspects of the proposal.
similarly, no decision will be made on this application
until the results of any environmental assessments are
known.
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Departmental officers are unable to ascertain
what percentage of our total eucalypt woodchip exports
are returned to us in some other form. 1In 1979, Australia
exported about 3 625 000 tonnes of woodchips, of which
3 293 000 tonnes went to Japan and the remainder to Taiwan.
Most of these woodchips are used in the production of fine
paper and packaging paper. Because Australian companies
produce most of our requirements of these types of papers,
our imports of fine paper and packaging paper from Japan
in 1978/79 were limited to 18 579 tonnes and 4 769 tonnes
respectively. As some grades imported would not be made
from eucalypt pulp. it is probable that only a very small

percentage of our eucalypt woodchips are returned to
Australia in another form.

Yours sincerely,

-___,__,-'7 . ) A"/
('L./\___C?. -ﬂ._.q.___Q.(.? L‘ PN & SN

(EVAN ADERMANN)
Minister Assisting the
Minister for Primary Industry

Mrs B. Thatcher,

Hon. Joint Secretary,
Bega-Tathra Conservation Society,
P.O. Box 18,

TATHRA, N.S.W. 2550
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Over a period of years ECOLOGY ACTION'S research
advisers have carried out investigations into export woodchip

- proposals and into the results of woodchip schemes.

Dr. Colin Bower, a professional ecologist, and other
Ecology Action members have examined the effects of
clearfelling at the Eden (N.5.W.) woodchip project. Although
some of the findings relate specifically to the results of poor
management practices used by the Forestry Commission of

"N.S.W., other findings can be examined in the more general

context of the result of clearfelling on Australian native forest
and on the wildlife it supports.

The destruction of native forests is an inescapable cost of
the highly controversial clearfelling technique, the use of
which reduces initin] expense for woaodchip operators. It
achieves this at the cost of exlensive destruction and results in
both short termn and long term negative environmental
impacts.

A report prepared as the result of research by Australian
Museum staff has concluded that clearfelting for woodchipping
is less harmful to wildlife than might be expected. However,
Dr. Bower's research and lis examination of the Museum
report, has led to strong criticism of ils findings and

.methodology.

PUBLIC AND PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE

The practices used to obtain Australian woodchips for

. Japan and the impact of these practices on the environment

“'has been a controversial public issue for some years. The

- following scction of parliamentary debate indicates the
" interest which greeted the Australian Museum’s report.

“WILDLIFE IN WOODCHIP AREAS™

. "My Mason (Dubbo): One of the problems that confronts
anybody who takes an interest in an issue as serious as the

woodchip industry at Eden is to decide what is fact and what

“is fiction. When one takes un interest in the situation at Eden,
-one finds different voices proclaiming different things. . .

¢ One section of the submissions made by the Forestry
Conunission of New South Wales in July, 1975, to the Senate
“Standing Committee on Social Environment was devoted 1o
our wildlife. That section stated that there was an absence of
sescarch information; that a lot more was needed to be done;
and that the Australian Museum had been invited to extend its

< formal status inwo the logging areas of the State forests in and

around Eden
~ When that submission wuas made by the Forestry
Comunission ! thought that it was good that dedicated people
of the standing of Dr Harry Recher and others associated with
him at the Austrulian Museum are concerned about our
wwildlife. . .
Such is the reputation of Dr Recher and the Australian

“-Muscum in-this field that if they have prepared a repont it will

be a significant decament that would help people tanmake up
their minds on this all-importint question. [t would contain
the sort of infurniation that many concerned people, includiog
myself, would waunt to have so that we will not be misled by
extreme cluims from either side. .

It is most difficult to get to the facts. Neither the Minister
nor 1 would wish to be misled. For that reason it is most
important for this House and the people of New South Wales
who are interested in this question 1b know what is in the
report. by Dr Recher. ..,

Mr Gordon (Murrumbidgee), Minister for Conservation and
Minister for Water Resources: The honourable member for
Dubbo has asked what is fact and what is fiction. Who can
judge? 1 certainly cannot judge. Various points of view have
been expressed about the effects of woodchipping in the Eden
forests. | understand that some people have said that
woodchipping will lead eventually to the elimination of many

species of wildlife in the region X
entitled to that point of view. I do not know what research*has‘

been done on that aspect, or whether. any fesearch.; 531
been done. Many people have made the1r person

environmental studies he made an assessment, of
the woodchip industry on the environment at Ed
u)unt of lenestml blrds

He \tudmd the BffCLtS‘ uf woodchlppmg operatlons on 't
animals. [t was reported that clear felling rédiced "‘hmr
diversity but as the forests rcgenmated the smalle'

trees in which to nest, climb dnd live. 1t appears(.tlm_
greatest cffect of Ll!:df telhng is on the- arborea} mammal

mkmg place for some time. I have no doubt that h ‘d tm;ﬁ
has faithfully carried out his research and the> - thatthe

still proceeds. . . ¥

— N.S.W. Legxslatxve Assembl
: 24th March, 1977 fans

ECOLOGY ACTION knows also of Dr
seputation and  also beheves that his. and

Gaunt dead trees unsu1table for woodch1pp1ng, and a e
few young saplings are all that remain. aften the» 3%
clearfelling of this area at Eden. The - homes of .
tree-dwelling possums, gliders, and birds are gonc but
the Japanese woodchip operator has recelved more
raw material. .
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..research would have been, in Mr. Gordon’s words, “faithfully
carried out”. However, as the Minister said “the discussion and
_argument -stlll proceeds”, and indeed it is very important that
the public and scientific debate over such an important
guestion should proceed.

Dr. Bower and his assistants have conducted research which

led to results not dissimilar to those of the Museum group.

However their interpretation of these results has led them to
strongly question the Museum’s conclusions and the
methodology used to reach them.

As a result of his research, Dr. Bower has made a
submission on behalf of ECOLOGY ACTION 1o the Senate

- Standing Committee on Science and the Environment
- Woodchip Inguiry. In the public interest and to stimulate

further scientific research into clearfelling and into the effects
of woodchipping in general, ECOLOGY ACTION is publishing
below an edited version of this submission. It is a critique of
Australian  Museum’s first interim report of research,
apparently funded by Harris-Daishowa the Japancse operator
of the Eden woodchip project. The Museum’s report was also
submitted to the Senate Woodchip Inquiry.

(It is difficult to fully appreciate some of Dr. Bower’s
comments without also examining the Australian Museum’s
report however the main points that he has made are still
quite clear. Enquiries to obtain copies of the Museum’s report
- “The Effects of Woodchipping on Wildlife at Eden” may be
‘directed to — The Australian Museum, 6 College Street,
-Sydney, 2000).

. : : _ " SUBMISSION TO WOODCHIP INQUIRY

TS

- (Evaluation of Australian Museurn report
“The LEffects of Woodchipping on Wildlife at Eden™)

_ The Australian Museum report was prepared by staff in its
Department of Environmental Studies.
For some years they have been conducting

Sub-tropical rainforest occurs.in the deeper and
more sheltered guliies at Eden, This is close to the
southern limits of its range, and it is of
considerable scientific and aesthetic value. The as
yet undisturbed rainforested gully pictured here
contains a watercourse, and provides a diverse
wildlife habitat.

The N. 8. W, Forestry Commission has taken
little effective action to research and protect the
scarce valuable rainforest that remains

research on small mammal and bll’d populanons in the Nadgqe
Nature Reserve which adjoins the'Naghi State Forést at Eden
N.S.W. In January 1975 they were commissioned by Wi
Scott and Co. to conduct research on the- effects
woodchipping on wildlife in the Eden WDOdChlp concc
area. They were to provide a report for: inclision! in:
environmental impact statement on the ‘Eden v
project being prepared for Harris-Daishowa. (Aust ) l’ty Lt
the company licensed to export woodchips | from Eden. This
impact statement was completed in July 1975 and"release
officially in August 1976.

In their environmental impact report the . Museum -
expressed concern about many aspects of - the wood hip,
operation and its potentia! effect on- wrldhfe at’ tEden” The,
criticisms made by the Museum -staff “are :summarise
in the third edjtmn of “Fight for the Forests” by R &V
Routley (1975) A number of recommendations for necéssa
research into wildlife were made in this report, and,
research grant was applied for from the then Austra i
Department of Environment to enable the team to do
application was unsuccesstul. However, Harris- Daashc:awa‘c= 1
to the rescue and provided a grant whlch appatently, maj.'wb
renewed. annually. The first interim report-.on. theyresear
carried out under this grant was compléted - on»rAugust ‘18
1976 and copies were presented to the Australian SemE
Standing Committee on Science: and the Envuomnent
hearings in Canberra on August 24, 1976. {7 [ i e

The interim report, which is the subject-of thls critiq
entitled “The Effects of Woodchipping on Wildlife'at. Eden e
It contains some unexpected findings, and- reachies a- nun‘lbenofrE
firm conclusions which need to ‘be exammed crltlcall

}

they are Jusuned

1. FINDINGS L

(as taken from the summary) : S - ‘
a) “clearfelling reduces dwersnty. but as' regeneratio
proceeds the forest rapidly acquires 2 complex structur

and diversity returns to pre-logging. levels;.
regeneratmg forest is suxtable for most blrds “withi

trees for nesting. Additional work is needed’;on
specific requirements  of . these animals,. but {i
concluded that the reservatmn of -mature:, forés
reserves, along creeks and gullies dnd as buffer stnps
ensure their survival in Eden forests.” .ot 7%
¢} “Woodchipping at Eden wnli not result in the extmctlo
of any species at Eden . Lo
These conclusions are qu:te unequwoul and one wouldx
assume they are based on- adequate "data sens:bly analysed

are llﬂjUStlﬁCd

2. THE DESIGN OF THE sURVEYS ANDT C
ANALYSIS OF THE DATA R

Seventeen plots in the Naghi .md l“unbd]wu State Furesm
were surveyed, most of which had completely: different';
historics of ¢learfelling and/or burning, or significant vegetation;
differences. The maximum number of replicates of plots'with-
similar histories and vegetation, apparently is two, and - thm'
occurred with only one plot history. There is'no replication: 0
the other 15 plot histories. The lack of replication is extremel
poor design and provides no insurance against a plot-
being atypical for some unknown reason. In all fields’ of:
research replication of plots is regarded as being an’ essentral‘
requirement. AL




Without replications of plots it is also impossible to anatyse
the data statistically to determine whether the differences that
are observed between plots are real, or have simply arisen by
chance. None of the differences in abundance, species numbers
or diversity reported were shown to be statistically significant,
Therefore we have no indication of the likelihood of these
differences being real. The theoretical arguments propounded
by the Museum report about changes in diversity as the forests
regenerate may thus be quite wrong. Its data and the analysis
are inadequate.

If, however, we ignoré-the inadequacy of the experimental
design and analysis. and accept the differences it tells us
are meaningful, there are still a large number of problems with
the report.

3. ARBOREAL MAMMALS

In the first paragraph in the section on arboreal mammals
it says. “unfortunately our observations during 1975 and
1976 add little to our previous discussion (1mpact statement)
and it is obvious that each species will nced to be studied in
detail.” It is thus rather surprising after this admission of a
lack of data that it should come to conclusion {b} above that
“reservation of mature forest in reserves, along creeks and
gullies and as buffer strips will ensure their survival in Eden
forests.”

[t devotes p.8 ic a discussion of observations the
Museum team was able to make on yellow-bellied gliders in a
buffer strip of mature forest between clearfelled areas. The
gliders were observed to move up and down the butfer strip,
across roads, and into clearfelled areas where “a fair amount of
timber has been left standing after togging.” Apparently- they
were not seen to {eed there but, instead of saying this, it says
it is possible that they also fed in logged areas.”

This appears to be speculation, as does its concluding
comments. It is also clear that this species will be able to
disperse across logged areas where some timber (vs. ‘fair
amount’ above) has been left standing. This is imponant in

- ensuring the genetic viability of the population and allowing

suitable areas of regenerating forest to be colonized.” There is
1no evidence presented in the report to show that such dispersal
can or will occur.

In fact, apart from 4 few anecdotes about glider movements
along, and briefly out of, a buffer strip there is no concrete
information on the status of the glider population in the

“buffer strip. We do not know whether the population is

increasing, declining or remaining static; whether in fact the
resources in the buffer strip are adequate for the gliders to
produce any young which might be able to disperse across
logged arcas. The answers to these vital questions can only be
obtained by detailed study as the report suggests.
Tynedale-Biscoe of the Australian National University took six
years to learn sufficient about the Greater Glider to be able to
draw conclusions about the affects of forestry practices on it.
Therefore, it is clear the report is quite unjustified in coming
to conclusion (b) above. For similar reasons conclusion {c) is
also unjustified.

If indecd its conclusions were valid there would be no need
for the further rescarch it is suggesting. Clearly, there is an
urgent need for detailed research to be conducted on the value
of butfer strips for wildlife conservation and as biological
corridors. This has not been done in this report although it was
recommended in an earlier impact statement,

.

4, SMALL MAMMALS

The data on small mammals are more substantial than that
on arboreal mammals. The main problem here is the
experimental design and lack of statistical analysis, as pointed
out in section 2 above.

5. TERRESTRIAL BIRDS

Here again the data are quite substantial, and it is on the»
bird data that it bases its claim that wildlife dwers:ty.s,c
will increase to a maximum in regenerating areas within: 50!
years having declined to low levels at clearfelling. Diversity wﬂl
then decline, it claims, on dry sites and femain’ near, the
maximum on wet sites. Figure 5 in the report is a schemauc
representation of these ideas. -

An important comment can be - madc ..about "
interpretation of its bird data. It has largely confined: ltS‘-
discussion to affects of clearfelling on species diversity, which::.
emphasises communities of birds rather than individial.
species. This avoids discussion of those species dependant on
mature forest which will be severely reduced in numbers;by,
cledrfcllmg operations. On page 14 and L5 it notes that the
bird species present on a recently clearfelled area differ from.
those in mature forest. However, it claims that 24" and 367
year old fire regeneration “appears suitable for the majonty ‘of
forest birds”. This could mean anything from 55 to 95 out.of "
the 100 or so species present at Eden. There is no dlSCUSSlOIl of

ST

One’ of the mdst serious faults in the report hes in the e
interpretation of the diversity results. Many of thé: trends‘ 3
which it claims exist are not supported by the data presented*’
For example, on p.15 it states that the. number #gfe"-,
species of forest birds present and their diversity in 24-and- 36
year old regeneration “is comparable to that in mature. dry.
sclerophyll of mixed age and greater than uniform fite
regeneration dating to the 19th century This is not so. 4
If we disregard the differences in plut fire hlstones an
vegetation there are four plots each, of 24 or: 36 year ol
regeneration, and mature dry sclerophyll (Table’ 1) The totals

Woodchipping destroys another area of rdin-
forest at Eden. The rainforest trees have been
broken by falling eucalypts. Once the :forest
canopy is removed the ferns in the understory
begin to yellow, In the foreground logging debris
has been bulldozed into the rainforest.
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for the plots in Table 1 show that species number and diversity
were consistently higher in mature forest than in 24 and 36
year old regeneration. This agrees with results previously
obtained in Ecology Action surveys at Eden. These differences
(Table 1) have not been tested for statistical significance, but
it seems probable that given sufficient replication one could
show clearly that there are more birds of a greater variety in

mixed mature forest than in even-aged regenerating stands. It

is not possible to say much about the low species number and
diversity in the 1855 regencration because there is only one
replicate. .

There _is  another  problem  with  the  diversity data
whicl relates to the very different total numbers of individuals
between plots on which -the bird species diversity indices are
calculated. For example, in the 120 minute censuses in the
November 1975 data the totals range' froin 62 in plot 87 to

"379 in plot 60/62. Now, the diversity index H’ increases as

each new species is added, and more species are found as the
sample size increases, as the report itself shows.
Thus the diversity index is positively correlated with sample
size (Sanders 1968, Jarvinen and Saminalisto, 1973). To be
fair, of the diversity indices available,.H is leust affected by
sample size. However, strictly speaking, to be able to compare
diversities between plots at all, one should sample until similar
numbers of birds have been seen in each plot. 1t did not dv
this. Instead it sumpled for constant time periods. Ecology
Action in ils censussing attempted to equalize sumple size
between plots as far as possible, and hence its diversities are
more directly comparable between plots. It should also be
pointed out that the total numbers of birds per plot seen in
Ecology Action’s November 1975 censuses are similar to the
Museum’s. This is because Ecology Action did not use fixed
plots but a large number of well separated five-minute census
points in each habitat type which enabled more birds to be
seen in a given amount of tinie. :
Finally, it should also be pointed out that ils data on
foliage height diversity is inadequate to support theoretical
notions iltustrated in figure 5. Here it shows diversity of
vegetation following clearfelling rising with time from low
levels to a peak. In dry habitats diversity is then predicted to
fall to lower levels again, but to remain high in moist habitats.
An examination of the foliage height diversities as plotted in

figure 4 shows that the available data does not conform to

the graphical representation. Plot 63. clearfelled in 1975,
should be one of the least structurally diverse; in fact it is
among the most diverse, and is apparently exceptionat. Plot 87
also clearfelled in 1975 conforms to the model. Plots 79 and
81 clearfelled in 1969/70 are as diverse as uniform 1939 fire

kT { Pl ik
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The rain forest in the background is part of
one of the largest remaining patches at Eden. It
has been proposed that it be dedicated as a flora
reserve.

In the foreground is a bare area, formerly
rainforest which could have been included in the
flora reserve, however it was cleared by a
woodchip contractor who wanted to establish a
log dump there. The contractor was about to
begin hauling eucalypt logs through the proposed
rainforest reserve when the Forestry Commission
finally discovered what he was doing.
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regeneration (plots 102/103), when they should be less:diversel,
to fit the model. The 24 year fire regeneration-(plot 72)/1s'
more diverse than the 39 year regeneration, the model predicts!
the reverse as in plot WR which conforms . to -thesquql:?l_t‘ﬁiﬁ?
clear that the stated trends are largely imaginary, t.h_éja‘q'réirib
backed up by the data. As bird species diversity 'is correlated
with foliage height diversity it is also clear that it does notitl}
conform to the model either. b e T
The only real trend that may exist in the data i that mixed
age mature forest is more structurally diverse. than- cléarfelled
areas {with one exception, plot 63) or uniform regeneratio
following a single wildfire. Bird species diversity, .woul
therefore also tend to be greater in mature mixed agé forés
indicated above. o ,' L

7. THE EFFECTS OF FIRE

Its considerations of the effects of fire ‘on jdi;{ers;
yegetation are also open to challenge. According, {07t
plot 101/103 is more structurally divesse than 102/ 103,"59}:11_;;;‘
1939 fire regeneration, because the former was burnt in a fifg
in 1964. This resulted in the development of a den
Eucalyptus understory in 102/103. In the discussion (p.{17) §
notes that “an additional pattern of diversity will be inpo
by wildfire” on the regeneration in clearfelled areas. This wil
result in increased wildlife diversity. There afe, two:problemss
with this. T TR 4 L S il

Firstly, the New South WalesForestry Commission-claimst -z
as one. of the great benefits of the woodchip project, the facty:
that high densities of roading in. the forésts aiid small oupes:
sizes will facilitate bushfire control. In future} there;shouldibey it
no more wildfires, and any fires which. do occuf should=beiiiiiass
confined to .very small areas, say.a few coupes. In gtﬁer;’ﬁbrd&”%ﬁ:f?
wildfire will not be adding significantly to the.diversityjoffiiiis,
regenerating vegetation in the future.” - o j_‘fu_';;:':.;f‘g.' {,q.q._vé ﬁp’eg.

Secondly, the report contradicts-itself 'on the effectsio
fire. While on p. 17 it claims it will increase-diversity; onip:
16 it says, ‘‘the greater incidence of fire on.dry;sites’willibe
an important factor intluencing the simplification‘of,
forests with age.”’ : o

8. OTHER COMMENTS . i

Another example. of contradiction -can be found,inthel
report’s discussion, on p. 17 viz:l “From our.-Observations:

during 1975 and 1976, we_conclude that all species;of s

mammal and the great majority ‘'of birds -will.continuezt
survive in forests affected by pulpwood logging at rE'den”‘{g
will be changes in abundances, but«no’ spec
threatened with extinction at Eden™': This is, s§ic' e
sequitor. Also, as pointed-out above, its data is'simply,ac
good enough to draw conclisions of.thiskind. ;300
The final paragraph of the repoft {p. 17) beginsyiit i
that the entire forest ecosystem ‘will.survive at”Eden’
considerations presented: in-'t}ﬁs'rcritli,que indi_cate_"hs ho
baseless this statement is. .. ¢+ .00y Lt e

9. CONCLUSION.

Qur analysis indicates that the ' report ' is a ltlgg‘)se’
unsatisfactory document. It appears to contain 'nhghr?q 1 :
speculation, several major contradictions, and’ahumber of 14}
unsoundly based conclusions. This:is particularlyunfortunafe;.
as it comes at a time when importait decisions'on the futur
of woodchipping in Australia are'being made. -1 | wef

There is an urgent need ,for‘c?gréﬂ'd, prbﬁe} iCt
studies to be made on the effects. of clearfelling'?qiwddlif

The report does not help filkthisneed. . " -
In our interpretation of the data we can only
following conclusions: o 5

1) There is still an urgent need: for detailed:
clearfetling at Eden. R S s
2) Diversily of vegetation structure and speci¢§ of wildl
is reduced by clearfelling and is ‘never likely. to. recover;to
pre-logging levels in uniform regenerating stands. /* . 1"V

s
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3) The value ol buffer strips for wildlife conservation and Recher, H.E., §.8. Clark and D Milledge. 1975 Ecologlcal‘ i
IE .

as biological corridors is still unknown. aspects in detail, in A Study of the. Environmental gt
4) The impact of clearfelling on mature forest specialist Economic, and Snc:ologlcal Consequences’ of  the’ Wood
species requiring tree holiows for nesting and roosting will be Chip Operations in Eden, New South Wales . W Scott 3
severe, and it is not clear that none of these species will Co., July 1975. A
become extinct at Eden, Routley, R. and V. 1975. The Flght for the Forests 31
Research School of Social Smences Australnan' Natmn
References University.
Jarvinen, Q. and L. Sammalisto. 1973. Indices of community Sanders, H.L.,

structure in incomplete bird censuses when all species are
equally detectable. Ornis Scandinavica 4: 127-43,

forest (data from Reporl)

Species Number Species Diversity

Age of Forest 24 + 36 Mature 24 + 36
Count time

(min.) 60 120 60 120 60 120

13* 25 25 44 . 208 2.70

11 18 15 28 1.65 2.56

16 26 17 23 .1.93 2.29

16 25 11 25 2.34 2.77

Totals © 6 9 . 68 120 $.00 10.32

* Data are from the following plots:
24 and 36 year regeneration: 72, WR, 1017103, 102/103.
Mature dry sclerophyll: 60/62, 73, 90, TA.
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“_“5: tants - Lwbson. i‘?”‘”' on c:;f T ”_‘l"f O Rec “] 1977, at Carslaw Tutorial Room NO‘ 2 Sydney Umversny
Membership,  Membership  Records,  Newsletter,  Records. commencing at 7.00 p.m. -

b ey . aye ¥ AR I
Rescarch. Special Projects. o The A.G.M. will be a busmess meetlng, and
The following are applicable extracts from the organisation’s !

constitution -

Mo R . . .o + Nurne.

Address 000 o0 oo e Address Lo

Occupathion toptienall . ., L0 L. e Creupatian toptional)

Name: . Name . v
AdAross L Address’ . Lo
Qccupation teptional) . . . ... L Qccupation {epuional} ... .. ... e ey . .‘ .

(Please attach a list of further names and addresses if you wish )

Y ou may mdscate briefly 10 themn that | suggested they may be interested in receiving detaiis of ECOLOGY ACTION / (optlonal - endomd are-
$1amps 1o Cover postage). v o
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THE COAST WATCHER
BEGA-TATHRA CONSERVATION SOCIETY

28th July,1977

NOTES: FRCM GENERAL MEETING,JUNE 2nd, 1977.

Requests for a D.M.R. Weighbridge a2t the junction of the Chip Mill Road and
Princes Highway have not been granted. Harris Daishowa proposes to introduce
new arrangements whereby payment will be made only in respect of the zutherised
capacity of cach vehiwvle concerncd replacing peyments to hauliers of actual
loading delivered. The Minister for Public Transport stated that haulage lorrles
are scrutinised hy his Officers,the Police,and th% D.M.R, who periodically
operate portable weighing machines, PROLOSES

SOIL CONSERVATION SRRVICE CATSIRIEIIT PROTECTICN BOARD.

In reply.tc the Society's request for Forestry operations over 18 deg.slope in
Prescribed River Catchments to be restricted as in privete lands(no clearing
unless by special grant)-the Board has forwarded the following:-"The Commission

is exempt from the"protected lands" provision of the Soil Conservation Act 1938,"
Through administrative arrangements Forestry Commigsion sccke to minimise erosion
in Statc Forests and has ‘adopted"Standard Mitigation Conditions" formulated by

the Board, The Commission also consults with the Service in large-scale operations,
Consultetion is at present taking place on logging in catchment areas. No refor- -
ence was made to techniques for logging in crodable granite soils north of Bega
River, The Forestry Commission is purported (local press release) to be carrying
out research on this problem west of the Princes Highway in the Kden area., Therec
has been no public rel case of results of this research. '

ASSOCIATED COUNTRY UAUWILLVRS SUPPORTS WOODCHIPPING.

The Association, led by Alien Taylor p/l,as spokesman,changed its stance from
previously belng ageinst woodchipping in Mumbulle Forests to engaging a P.R.
Officer to actively gain support — even from Bega Municipal Council,claiming
that Forestry Commission roads will supply morc logs and bring more tourists,
thus stimulating the local cconomy. The cfforts of conservationists was stated
to be 1ll-informed ctec. It was determined effort to denigrate our Society by a
Sydney boscd Punl icity Officer.

President,R.Jones,in a strongly worded lctter to Bega Council,pointed this out
and outlined the beneficial cffects to the tourist industry brought about by
taking grours of gitudents from many areas visiting Bournda Field Siudies Centre
and teking avwcy first hond impressions of the district. Bega Councilywho reportedly
had agreed io 11uyec+ the conirovergial area of wondchipping,has since declined
to be involved.

JUNE 10th,1977 - HANDIFG OVER OF EHVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
TO STATmne

Ministers K. Now1gn(an1ronment Housing and Community Development sCanberra) and
Paul Landa{liSW Plonning & Env1ronmcn*) debated the Federal Government relingudsh-
ing the Bavironment Protcotlon(inﬁuct of Propesals Act). It is suspected the
cost of Fraser Islond,uranium controversy and the woodchlpplng licences are
influencihg this dccms;on.

Brought in by the Whitlam Government in 1974,this Act was responsible for
saving I'raser Island from sendmining at high cost to the Federal Government,
Most stotes do not have legisletion fo cover such wide implications., W.A. and
Tasmanis have alrecady signed the proposal with Q'1ld to follow suit.

Mr.Landa strongly attacked the Federal Government for their irresponsible -
attitude. It is understood NS will strongly resist accepting these powers,
2leo the Nortnern Territory. At the meeting,200 conservationists made known

to Mr.Newmon the total incdequacy of the Harris Daishowa E.I.S. on additional-
export licences.-The unavailability of the Scott Report survey of the wood-
'chlpﬁlng industry with which the E.I.S. was to be read concurrently with the
Management Plen so that public comments could be made on an informed basis.,
President R.Jones iravelled to Sydney for the meeting. Sydney member Graham
Wills 2180 attended. Groahem is ot NSW University,

DELAYED DECILSION ON COASTAL FORESTS — JUNE 1lth,

Weeks of silence followed months of representation to the NSW Government through

submissions by various organisations,local and Sydney based. Bvidently a great

decl of pressurc was placed on the Development Co-Ordinating Committee.

Although not verifiedyit is believed the Inter-departmental Committee who
nspected the forests in question (outlined in May Newsletter) presented

several v1eup01nts to Cabinet. The Sydncy lMornihg Herald published a

proncuncement that o deéision had been made to extend the Mimosa Rocks Natlonal
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Park to the Bege River,teking in forest lands from Bungn Hoad east of the
Tothra/Bermagui Road, SR - . :

Al theugh sawlog/pulpwood operations in small alternative areas of several hectares,
leaving untouched forests within cach coupe would continue,spotted gum would

not be touched. Some potential sawlogs are marked with plastic to be re-cut in.

20 years, No gucrantee is given thet future sawlogs would be retained., In
addition,an Advigory Committeece is 106 be set up to report 4o the Cabinet

Committee appointed by the Premier on the "Five Forests" controversy-monagement
and logging technigues in particular, At the time of writing the terms of
reference have not, been determineds. The Commitiec:— Conservationists = Dick
Thompson(Ecology Action)sJ.Miller(South Coast Conservationist)s L.Cox,Eden
Logger; L.Ferguson,Associated Sawmillers of NSW., Secretary-N.Ashton,

JULY 10th,1977 — BATEMAN'S BAY MERTING,

Convenor,Allan Sorrenscnyf.C.F. arranged. a follow-up meeting from May lst. to
discuss the action taken so for and %o review two proposals put forward -~ one
by Bleanor Williams(preparcd over the last year) and the sccond by Dr.Colin
Bower who has been carrying out research for several years for Beology Action
on the needs for restraint in the woodehip industry. Seven Groups took part in
the discussions, It was decided:to support a Mumbulla Park Proposal covering
all the catchments of the lakes:~ private lands excluded, The Committee was
expected to visit the foresis. during July.

ALLAY SORREHSEN NOﬂ_E@B@éﬂ@ﬁ?.MEMBER OF A.C,F., STAVF

Allan previcusly worked as National Liasion Officer for A.C.F. on o temporary
basis funded by an anonymous donor. lie now hopes for an adeguate office and
Tclex, Allan phoned his thonks to the Scciety for writing in appreciation of
his assistance,

MUMBULLA SHIRE SETKS INTERIM DEVELOPMENT ORDER. L

A private company of Planners working for Mumbulla Shire -Council has proposed

o tentativeulandndséuplan for private and.some Crown land, Objections closc on
June 30th, - . o S '

Pressure of time limited the Committce in. commenting and investigating the - total .
arec proposed for sub-division., The Secretary and Assisiant Secretary spent many -
hours copying the meps on display at Council Office. A Committee mecting later
decided on threc areas for comment and objections. Private land betwoen Bunga’
and Murrah Lakes. t0 be lefi as Y1.A"(40 ha sub-divisions suitable as holidey

farms) NOT as provosed 1%

> to 5 ho week-ender blocks, Crown leases north of
‘Murrah tc rcmain as "open space' in Barraga Bay Bstate. Private land at
Cuttagee 16 - ha — NOP 5 ha as proposecd, :

Tura BEstate,Imlay Shirc,planned by previous State Plenning Authority,was quoted
in our letter to Council,wherc 40% iz held in public reserves. The Society also
suggested that all buildings etc be placed well back from amply vegetated
reserves along leke,river and beach,

JULY 4th,1977. NOTIFICATION OF SCHCOL'S COMMISSION ADDITIONAL FUNDING. .
After an offer of $2,454 wag received to complete the Bounda Field Studies Project,
a committee meeting on July S5th. nccepted the offer - the Preszident 4o write T
‘accordingly as the nominated Grantee. The tracks are to have some upgrading with °
signsysteps are to be finished at the building,also the verandah floor. Stools
and trestle tables will be provided indoors. Timber has been ordered for these,
Alon Neﬁféh has generously offered to pay for the timber. Mr Archie Hamilton has

offered to build this.eqﬁipment at o nominal charge of $3 wner hour,

JULY 18th,1977. ABVISORY COMMITTEE VISITS BEGA. g

A week of hectic activity followed the arrivel of the Committee. A great deal

of confusion arose from various interprotations of the terms of reference. It

was necessary to rewrite the Society's submission at the last moment in the

event of a National .Park Proposal not being acceptable, An additional alternative
proposal was preparcd which only made the deadline for delivery of submissions '
to the Council Chambers by half an hour — 4 pems ' .

Great pressurc wes placed on the Advisory Committee with late night . interviows
of persons wishing to appear to support their submissions and long days
inspecting the forests,hoth at BEden ond the 5 forests north of the Bega River,

It ‘was unfortunate that time did not pérmit members to meet the Seccretary of
Ecoiogy Action,Dick-Thompson,ond, other specialists — Dr.Colin Bower,Ted Floyd
and Brod Jones who worked tirelessly. | _

PresidentjRoger Jones;appeared before the Committee to support the Society's
Submission. Mr.Hugh Boll =cted asngdviéor to the Forestry Commission. The
Sccretory,Dorecen DeCleveira and Aésistaht_Saoretapy,QGan_Grdonland were
requested to produce additionel informatibn on scenic areas in Tanja West
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Forest in relation to possible "Forest Parks" ,"Flora Reserves" etc, Another
twenty-four hours of inspections and documenting produced,hopefully,useful
§/information on specific areas as requested, s
8/ The speed with which the Advisory Commitiee has had to deal with, controversial
§% five forests has not been satisfactory in dealing with such a contentious
3 matter, This has been lade known to the Gekdwsd Combadimodizig Development
o> Committec of Cabinect,
By the 1st Scptember,the result of the investigation in the way of a report to
the Cabinet Committec is expected. The final decision will be made kmown
aome time after that date,

South Coast Woodchipping generally will be dealt with by the Advisory
Committee later in the yeer.

F:l.!mlly..o.......Su'bsoriptions are Now Gud, .. o832, -ooooo-u
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THE COAST WATCHER.

BEGA-TATHRA CONSERVATION SOCIETY NEWSLETTER.
. ‘ . 2nd June, 1977,

WOODCHIFPING, :

The Meeting against woodch1pp1ng north of the Bege River on January 13th,

1977, has since resulted in a local and political furore from which bitter
recriminations have been directed againgt the Society, the Bega District
Forest Action Council and eother vunservation groups by the Eden Chamber of
Commerce and the N,S.W, Forestry Commission through the local media., The
attacks became even more vialent following the 1nvest1gat10n ordered by Prem1er
Wran,

w

The six ccastal forests which lie between Tathra end Bermagui contain only 9%

of the total woodchip ccncession and will have little bearing on maintaining the
total chip quota (530 400 tonnea) for which more then ample forests heve been
allocated. Very few coastal forests remain on the Eastern seaboard of Australia,
a fact which will be recorded by historians, lamented by scientists -and critic-
iged by future populations. The coastal belt is still relatively unspoilt in
this part of Mumbulla Shire with many fine lakes and estuaries,

The consistent pressure of conservationists fer cperational reform since the
cormencenient: of the Bden woodchip project leading to the Senate Enquiry on Wbod-"
chipping in addition to the investigation ordered by the Premier brought violent’
reaction from business and woodchip interests with claims that conservationists
are all out to close down the nill and throw people out of work and create .
economic chacs, These clains are false but have been used to seck positive dssur-
ances on all aspects of wcodchipping froo the NSW Government whe came into offxce :
on a conservation platform, .and are pressing strongly for the platform and pre-
election promlses to be disregarded. .

Only & brief coverage can be given on the many aspects of thé controversy that
has raged ‘almost continuously sinece’last, year.

Allan Sorrensen, A.C.F.National Liason Offlcer at Canberre and South Eegst Reglon
Environnent Centre kept the Committee informed on A.C.T. activities. Action taken
by the Committee has been as follows:- Letters to the Premier and relevant =
Ministers and the State Polluticn Control Cormission, Peints for a submissiecn
outlining proposals for the ccastal forests in Mumbulla Shire were debated until
the small hours, The main points of the submissicn were sent off to be photo
copied and handed to Members of Parlainment ao that as nany members as possible’
could be informed. Ultimately thesé points were enlarged upon and together with’
critical extracts froom the Scott Report {a survey prepered for Daishowa) were
forwarded. to the Cabinet Develoyﬂent Co-ordinating Cormittee coomprised of
Ministers: Landa, Ferguson, Gorden and Day:- '

"That Mimosa Rocks National Park extend to the Bega River.“

"That an: 1ndependant Environmental Irmpact Staterent determine lands to be
included in the Park."

"That the six forests be left sclely for sawlog procductien, native forest values,
catchnent protection to lakes and estuaries, and visuel integrity.™

"That equivalent areas of forest be re-allocated away from the coast and spotted
gun associations, Alternatively that a buffer acne be set up between the Park
boundary east of Bermagui Road and feresiry operations,™

"That a Land Conservation Council be set up to determine land use as promiged, M

. Forestry Cormission claims for greatly increased pulpwood supplics were pointed

out, Loggihg over 18 degree slopes -~ anendrnent to the Forestry Act toc enable
public perticipation etc, The National Trust Plan, 1964, for = tourist visitors

" centre and facilitées equalling the precposed employment in the logging industry

was outlined tegether with tourist figures, cost of rcads and bridges, A comment
was was alsc made on the contralictory nature of the Coastal Protection Schene
versus woodchipping in eoastal forests. and the adverse effect on tourism which
includes road hazard of chip trucks,

Independant Member for the Scuth Coast, Mr,Jchn Hatton, had stated that he was
against woodchipping operations in his electorate. '

Mr. John Akister, Lahour Member for Monarc was under pressure to support the
Eden project. On February 13th the Secretary, Doreen DeOleveira (Bega-Tathra
Conservation Society), Alex Lofts (Bege District Férest Action Ccuncll), and a
resident of Murmbulla Shire, Miss Eleanor Williams, spént a day with'John Akister
in the Eden forests, Mr. Akwufer wa¢ handed subnisgions from the two groups.

and views were exchanged, As the result of this meeting a statement was given to
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the media that conservatien interests were nct directed towards closure of the
chipmill etc. _ _
Bega District Ferest Action Council arranged an inspection of the Tanja Forest
and discussion day with 0fficers of the Forestry Cormission, Eden and Bega offices,
Members cf ‘the Bega-Tathra Censervaticn Scciety alsc attended, Forester, Mr. R,
Debbyns, said this was a "“first'" by the Commission to hear the point of view of
the interested public and that this wculd eventually become part of the Commiss-
ions policy’ to outline their plans for the forests, Although the discusseicns
were amiable,. doubt must be cast on the gincerity of the statements made if
letters and articles in the press which followed attacking the views of conser—
_ vationists can be taken as a guide,

March 17th: A discussion evening and slide showiﬁg wildlife in the forests was
held at Bega Primary School, Slides and cermeéntary by Wes Stacey and Eleancr
Williams, This was repeated for the henefit of the Schoel during the week, -

March 18th: The Secretary again had discussions with Mr, Akister on the sugéeétion
of & buffer zone and cther aspects of Mimosa Park extensions, ‘

March 31st: BSocuth Coast Committee Meeting, Canberra., As the Minister for Planning
and Environrent, Hon. Paul Landn, was expected to deliver a much putlicised
address, '"Wocdchipping or ? ? - positive alternmatives fer the N.S.W, South Coast",
eight menbers of the B.T.C.S. and B.D.F.A.C, made the journey, only tc he dis=
appointed. Mr. Landa made late apologies and was replaced by his Secretary Paul
Whitehouse, Mr., Akister alsc was not present, Merber for South Coast, John
Hatton, delivered an address, anl the pre-woodchip labby, Forestry and Centractors
were represented in force, A Moticn against woedchipping in the Mustulla coastal
forests was carried, -

April 15th: Rden Chamber of Cormerce Meeting, Bden: This meeting was crganised
to seek assurances frem the N.S.W. Government on the future of the woodéhip
industry., As thé industry has a legal contract with the Government until 1989 the
meeting had. no relevance other than te put pclitical pressure on the Cabinet Dev-
eloprment Co-crdinating Committee aprointed by Premier Wran to investigate the
industry and the propesals wade by conservationists for the exclusion of the
Mumbulla forests frem pulpweod operations, : '

The Minister for Conservaticn and Water Rescurces, Mr. L.,Gorden, a member of

that Committee,was particularly disappointing in his role as representing conser-
vation, The wmeeting was hestile end sclely represented vested interests., ‘
Those whc attended: Mr and Mrs F.Massen, G & J Greenland, B & S Thatcher,

P & P Thogerson (Bega-Tathra Conservaticn Scciety); A.C.F.represented hy Allan
Sorrensen, National Liascn Officer; Terry Britten, M & D Williams, Eleannr
Williams (Bega District Ferest Action Cguneil), Althe few in number against a
quoted 600 presert they were certainly heard, Congratulaticns! (Begret I was

in Sydney unaveidably - D.Deﬂleveira)., Other speakers - Sawmillers Association

"~ and Member for Monaro did little else but support continuaticn of the Industry
as expected, ' - '

April 17th: Minister fer Tourism, Mr. K. Boeth, cancelled his teur of Tanja
Forest arranged hy South Ccast Menmber, John Hatton. Mr Hatton and his fomily did
keep that appointment with B.D.F.4 C. & B.T.C.S, representatives and some local
residents,

April 20th-21st: Inter-departmental Committee visit te Bden and Tanja Foreasts,
Hepresentatives of N,P. & W.L.Service, Department of Planning & Environment and
the Forestry Cormission, each accompanied by a staff member, and Mr.John Hatton
inspected present logging operetions, Jack Miller, Bournda Field Studies Centre,
accompanied the Committee tc Tanja at Mr. Hattons request. Unfortunately the ,
Committee was comprised of Foresters, ex-foresters, and pro-foresters, The short-
tern view they portray is very convincing and olwiously influenced Mr. Hatton
against standing out on his cwn against decisions clearly already nade.

FhaxSamoktinw XU RN XPEXARHERY
The Cormission, under pressure, is Iogging small areas with a great deal of
caution in Tanja State Ferest.

In a release to the media, Mr. Hatton deplored the attitude of pro~woodchipping
interests at Eden (one Imlay Councillor end the spokesman fer the Chamber of
Cormerce) against Conservation groups and said he hoped and theought a compromise
in the Mumbulla forests was possihle.
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Nete:~ It is seldom all aims are acceded in conservation cases where multi-
national companies are involved,

The Cormittee's Peport is now with the Cahinet Committee and the decision on the
six forests will be released at any time. We can cnly hope an acceptable
decision is made,

Jack Miller, Bournda Field Studies Centre, and several local residents, assisted
by Mr. D.Yencken, Chairman of the National Feritage Cermission (1ocal land owner)
carried out a survey of Forestry Commission logging coupes in Tenja spotted gum
forest, A conservation assessment and a submission was sent to various
authorities. =~ - -

B.D.F.A,Council met Qeekly and wrote many letters to the press, the Premier,
Ministers etc., and ‘prepared a comprehensive submission for the State Pollution
Control Commissicn and the Co-ordinated Development Cabinet Cormittee,

Harris Daishowa E.I.8. -~ closing date, May 10th, 1977.

Expiry date of the Company's export licence is December, 1977. The Company is
seeking to lift their expnrt quota by 46,000 tonnes te 850,000 tonnes per year,
Under the Environment Protecticn Act (Impact of Proposals) Act, 1974, the Federal
Government requested Harris Daishowa to produce an E,I.S. covering their operat-
ions, :

Total Environment Centre and the N,S.W. Environment Centre were visited by the
Secretary during April, Toints were made that not sufficient co-operation and
information was passing between censervaticn groups., Nothing had been heard from
the NSW. Centre since last year when the Centre moved to 399 Pitt Street.

May 1st, 1977: Bateman's Bay Meeting, Arranged by Mr. Allan Sorrensen, A.C.F,
The following groups met for-a days discussion on the present and future plans
regarding the woodchip industry:- A.C.F., Scology Actien, Total Bnvironment
Centre, National Parks'! Association of N.8.W., Bega District Forest Action Council,
Bega-Tathra Conservation Sceiety, Sydney Ferest Action Council, Monaro Conser-~
vation Sceciety. Tt was decided to beycott the Harris Daishowa E.1.S. as totally
inadequate, The Scett Report necessary for peference were not readily available,
therefore the Meeting Jdecided that a letter should be forwarded to the Hon, K,
Newman, Minister for Bnvircnment, Housing and Cormunity Development, and the

Hon, I. Sinclair, Minister for Frimary Industry, expressing objections to the
E.I.8. and seeking time extensions so that the Senate Enquiry Report to be releas-
ed in June is nct negated by the granting of the licence to the Conpany in May,
Note:- Latest informaticn (May 29nd) extensions refused. Some submissions did go
in from thosec whe worked night and day and had all information to hand, Zleanor
Willianms, who helped prepere a suhbmission for B.D.F.A.C. sat up all night typing.
Congratuleticons Eleanor! All that time and effort for love of country!

Note:- An answer given lately on the motivations of conservationists is "Social
Conscience" - interesting and revealing. Pity there is such a lack of this
motivation in the total structure of our scciety to-day.

BRIEFS ON BUILDING AT BOUBNDA FIELD STURIES CENTHR.
The Hut is completed to lock-up stase and is being used extensively by Bournda
Field Studies Centre Teacher-in-Charge and visiting school students,

A working bee held on the 6th March cempleted the fixture of cover batons,
cleaning up outside building, and setting up barheque.

Much hard work has gone into itemising and preparing figures of extras costs and

an explanatcry submission to the Schools! Cormission in order to recoup money
spent above the building hudget in order that cther parts of the project - tracks
etc - can be completed. It is expected to hear the results of this in a few weeks,

March 9th: Visit by Mr. A, Frest, Inspector Environmental Studies for N.S.W., and
Mr. J, Hurley, Bducation Devartment, Wollongong,
A meeting was held at Bega High School which was attended bty District Inspector,
Mr., C. Titcume, and B.T.C.S. Memhers, A general clearing up of misunderstandings
on the non-applicaticn for a lease at Bournda by the Education Department was
thrashed out. It was agreed the Seciety weuld write a letter recomending that
this be done., As there is snme resistance from Parks and Lieserves Branch on this
matter it wes decided the Department shcul? undertake any negetiations regarding
the lease,.
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FUND RAISING.

March-20th, 1977. A Stall was huld at a Pamhula Fete day as a voluntary effort
by & & J Greenland and assigted by B.Belleveira, Profit $30

April 30th, 1977. The Secretary, Assistant Secretaries and Lyn Austwick
conducted a stall cn behalf of the Society at the Flea Market organised hy the
Bepa Irimary School at the Bega Showground. Profit $78.85 (11 Bucalypts still
available for saie). ' ' .

EVALUATION OF BOURNDA IROJECT,

Mr, Celin Doylen has made several wvisits to the Dlstrlct carrying out interviews
with the Committee towards compiling a history of the Bournda S.R.A. This is now
completed, also a set cf psychological questionaires to present tc students cf
four schools chosen from different lecalaties who will take part in the .exercise,
The relevance being to gauge the impact cn different groups of students of a
visit lasting several days to Bournda Field Studies Centre; The ultimate results
of the evaluaticn will be available te the Schools! Cormission, Bega-Tathra

.Censervation Society and research on educaticn, "The inpertance of Mr, Boylans

work is very ohvious as he has been engaged through a Sydney University team
working for the Commission, Mr. Doylan is not using this work as a thes1s for
his P,H.D. as was previously theught,

The Annual Meeting of the Society will bé held on July 28th, New Executive

-,i members are urgently needed. Too mmch work has failen on too few, Some of the

present Cormitiee Members wish tc¢ form a special committee te finish the Bournda
project. New blood in the general executive .is needed to keep the conservation

movement alive on the Scuth Ccast,

I.DeCleveira.

wo Honerary Secretary.



7 .MAY 1980

NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT

Mr. L. Willan,

Chairman, - ZMAY 1980

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Willan,

Reference 1s made to your letter of 11th March, 1980, concerning
Mumbulla Mountain.

I have noted the contents of your representations and discussed
this matter with the Director of National Parks and Wildlife.

The Director has advised me that the Service is certainly aware
of the importance of Mumbulla Mountain to the local Aboriginal community
and 1s concerned to see that their interests are protected.

The Service has discussed the matter in detail with the Aboriginal
community and the Forestry Commission and a paper on the future of
Mumbulla Mountain is presently being prepared for submigsion to Cabinet.

Council's interest in this matter is appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

(ERIC BEDFORD)

Minister for Planning
and Environment



The trees are just as sacred t0 the Aborigines as the sites themselves.
It is to be hoped that your association is able to support the

Yuin tribe in their fight t0 save Mumbulla Mountain. Should this be poss

=ible Ted Thomas;the tribal 1eade{7¢lkllc may be contacted at the

following address: Wallaga Iake via Narooma,2546. Phone (044)737233,

Yours hopefully,

S“Qb Cosrla> -
Ms_ %t‘\uj C,a;f‘\"\"\u_a_

FS PQLG—% Cop Cmtye R, Q\@-&(‘*.\_‘LJ c,o_._......,,_j e
b W_(Mjl W A s
prns e



A

11th March, 1980

Hon. E. Bedford,
Ministar for Planning
and Tavironrant,

10ta Ficor.
139 taerveric Streat,
SYDLLY. 5. 2000

Dear inisizre,

.

muebrlla Coentafn

At the 7Y frnual Cenference of this Council {1t vas resolved to ashk the (1.S.U.
Govern ciaiico constitute & nublic eiarviry into the Forest resources of 11.S.1.
as a Lrtier or uricac o Toe Conforracs furthoer recormangad tnet tae gnquiry
should acoo v o vmratortor o Tec 9 7 seiasitive arces inciusiar rsulla
Fountaia,

Furbulla Douatotn vas the subject of <1 extiasive anthivonolorical arnd archae-
Togicael Tnvestiacticn conuucicd " v v o £-1077 for Lhe ceticaal Peris end
WM1Ad Sorviee wiich hes wespuasTidliny T cboricinnl s8lics ano sites.
Egloff rocert enuea the Tollowing:

(a) Tho Yuin Tribel Council vemioscui wericines Tivino n souih const
cornuaities vivicn €5 2 Leoy roodin sOfficieny tendiciongT conconts to
serva 25 a basis fur serious cbjoctions to tne ondanncrine of sacred
Acoricingl sitoes.

(b} That fwhella Fountain s sianiTicant, by virtue of the wountain having
bzan thz locale of Aborioinal initiations which utilized a complex of
sacraed sites.

(c) That any further substantial alteration of the landscape in the vicinity
of the reported sacred sites would immair the sionificance and valuz of
the arca to Aborigines.

These recormendations were based on the evidence presented in the rzport.
From thecorrespondence appended to the Mational Parks & Wildlife Service report,
it appears that damage has already occurred to areas considered sacrad by the

Yuin tribespeopde. Furthermore, the mountain is an area of great natural
beauty, containing areas of rainforest.

e /2
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Hoodchipping and other logging is aoccurring over vast areas of the south
coast. Its environmental effects are well documented, particularly soil loss
and siltation of streams and lakes.

This Council supports the efforis of the people of the Yuin tribe to protect
this sacred rountain from further desecration and calls upon the N.S.U.
Governimcit to impose a moratorium on logging until the whole question of
future ganagenent of publicly-eimed forests 1s fully and independently
assessad.

Yours stanarziy,

Len Hillen.,
Chatrmsa



wo0pchafs - Dol fgadh

-

May 4, 1979

The Hon R.L. Gordon, MLA,

Minister for Conservatfon & Water Resourcess
163 Macquarie Street,

SYDNEY 2000

Dear Sir,

At the 1978 Annual Conference of the Nature Conservatfon Council,
the following resolution (78/26) was carried:

“The Nature Conservation Council express its deep concern

to the NSW Government regarding the royalty structure for pulpwood
and sawlogs at Eden, pointing out that currently galuable sawlogs
are being chipped. The prohibition of the use of potential swalogs
would factlitate preservation of additional lands for the purpose
of nature conservation in the area without adversely affecting the
economfcs of the fndustry.”

Several enquiries have been held fnto the woodchip industry, including
that of the Working Group set up in 1975 by the Australian Minigters
for the Environment and Conservation and Agriculture, and that
conducted by the Senate Standing Comdittee on Science and the
Environment (1977).

The former purported to examine the economics of several woodchip
projects, including the Eden operations. The Group found that "the
royalties received by the forest services for sawlogs and pulpwood....
are sufficfent to cover the costs of harvesting, regeneration and
subsequent management.” However, the costing details were not published
nor discussed in the report. The Group just accepted the data and
findings of the Forestry Commission without question.

The Senate Standing Conmittee was particularly critical of the royalty
rate levied by the Commissian which, according to the Commission's
1976/77 Annual Report, represents the bulk of {ts revenue. The Standing.
Committee recommended that "royaltfes received should properly reflect
full costs of environmental protection necessftated by the indéttries’
activities” (p.l1) and goes on to note:

"The royalty rate almost invar{ably reflects a residual amount
calculated from the market value of the product, rather than a sum
reacting on market price to reflect production costs, includin
management, regeneration and environmental protection®. (p.206

It 1s clear, from the Forestry Commission 1976/77 Annual Report, that the
Commission is running at a considerable loss generally, and despite
assurances that the Eden project “is shown to be quite profitable® on
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the basis of preparation of trial commercial accounts, s unable to
produce evidence to support this statemant owing to "difficulties
encountered in establishing a commercial accounting system”.

Ray Hammond, former Daputy Chief of Marketing, has also criticised

the present mathod of setting royalty rates and the way in which
expenditure 1s presenied in the Annual Report. Ho asserts that to
present costs under the headings of Reafforestation, Capital Expenditure,
maintenance, protection, etc. without including any Head Officc
adminfistration costs, is misleading. He further suggests that:

“all submissions for new projects should be presented with a loading
of approximately 20% to cover administration and Head Office charges
and rovenue estimates should bo reduced by the cost of marketing...”

On the question of the use of sawlogs for woodchips, there is plenty of
photographic evidance to suggest that this is occurring at Eden. In
1975 the average royalty rate for pulpwood was $2.50/cubic metre and for
satlogs, $4.35 per cubic metre. These rates have subsequently been
adjusted in accordance with rises in the c.p.1. Sawlogs are therefore
of greater value. Hammond states that the {mposition of a realistic
stunpage rate "would increase the value of sowlecs in the Eden district
to a point where woodchipping valild genuinely be a by-product of a
sarmilling industry and allow the Commission to take proper measures

to protect the environment®. This statement 1s supported by the
Working Group who maintain that "the hicher tho profitabllity of State
forestry operations, the greater will be the opportunity to forgo
ronetary returns 1n favour of potential non-mionetary returns”, i.e.
environmental protection.

The Premier has stated on 9th Qctober, 1978, that a large State
undertaking should bz run as a business. te thereforc request that
the following action be taken:

1. The royalty structurc be modified to reficct the full production
costs, including management, regeneration and environmental
protection,

2. That supervision of logging aperations be strengthencd to ensure
that sawlogs are not used for woodchips.

Yours faithfully,

C. H. Pratten
Chatrman



Fhe Jon. W. H. Haigh, MLA

392¢ Pitt Streat
Sydney N8W 2000

Telephone: (02) 233 5388

Ministor Nogisting tho Prcnlar
lst £loor

12l i
Bydnay

emunric Stroot
5 2000

Poar liz. 4aigh,

The Haturs Consarvation Council of "2t Jouth Ucloo 4o wzdting o you to
aupzonn itas fullaot noanible asvogort Tul the podn cceciiundaticas of tho
Roport of tho Jowvlgory Cozmdiits? cu Jouatly Looot Leacduindag, conolinl

11,

12.

13.

14.

23.

The Council wishes to urge Cabiret to cccopt the advice of its opociolly
astablichcd crpaort Comaittee which hao bean hecdod by one of ¢tha foxcnost

whoe wotdomed birso ong JAeATs Coxwvico; o coosultotioa witn
ghe o docdon, vnuoritaio.

(o} m invontory of ha cracioo and G stuny of oo ropulction
andd dloegitlion of Louro in tha YD Foropes' crog, 00 Q
nuttowr o uwocncys ona

{b) on iAnvorticoction into thoe lonclors affcet of cuch fowan
or intcouyzotou louvglng onpcrotiong.

Yo funeing of this zocooreh ond investicotion bo couloted Ly
o levy on W concocosicnndze,

Tho results of the rcceorch ond invontory by tho ationol Parko
and Wildlifo Borvieo agnd that of other Tolatcd puvlic bodlco in
this £iold bo published.

Indopondont celenticto bo cacouraced to participats or otharwisa

contribute to tha zoccokch and inventory by the lntional Pazlio
rné AlE1ifo Scxvico.

Thoso parto of tho cotchrmonts of llolecen and (1ddla Locoons,
within State Forxests, ko not locged end it ioc scuggacted that
their most suitaklo waoc vould o as a notiennl pork.

26 Boptcmbar 1977

e



and distinguished plannere in Australia, Mr. Nigel Ashton. In keeping
with the intense community interest which this issue has generated, the
Council also requests Cabinet to rake public copias of the Roport of the
Advisory Committee availoblo ao o motter of urgoencoy.

Council thorefore bslieves that tho USH Covermmant should procccd to
implerent the major reccomocneaticns containcd within thoe Dapoxt.

¥ours sincoroly,
/gy /‘/0 Wd(d
(d?odh%ﬂ% ﬁé&%uZJ

John . Uibbard
Dccutiva Soerotary

6

Above letter sent to all Cabinet Ministers:

Wran
Renshaw
Ferguson
Cox
Walker
Hills
Landa
Day
Beddord
Jensen
Crabtree
Stewart
Einfeld
Mulock
Booth
Gordon
Jackson
Haigh
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A submission presented

this .week stated .that
) Merimbula annval in-
i come from tourism was
| estimated at $12,274,153.

t  The ' submission rep-
'L resents dbout five months
work by the Merimbula
[)Chamber,of Commerce
which conducted a cerisus
\mvolvmg all flats, motels
iand caravan parks.
| The Chamber
ident, Mr
Vergin, -and Capt’ Bob

Pres-

;Shlre President, Cr R..
.Taylor at. the Counc1l
Imeetmgk on"Monday

L

1rw—

to the NSW Government! -

Stan Delle .

Menzxes presented a.copy

|TOURISM W.RTIZI $12 M. P

~ MERIMBULA

Mr Delle Vergin said the
census revealed that the
percentage of interstate'
visitors using holiday
accommodation at_Mer.
imbula, is a stag-ering
'91.1 per cent.

Statistics computerised
from, the Chamber’s cen-

sus | returns, plus an

sinent of 13 -recog-

_msed ~~¢5tablishments

which did not complete
the returm, and 11

semi-commercial est~ .
" ablishments which were|’
show

not™ gircularised,

that there are 440 accom-
modation units in Mer-

. imbula plus 660 van sites

-

providing holiday accom-
modation of 5,297 beds at

‘any one time,

The submission pres-
ented to the Govemment
gave the following: break-

_down—"of Merimbula's

annual tourist income:
Spending powers from

Pambula-Pambula Beach

$500,000; Domestic vis-

-itors to residents $42,360; -

Private holiday houses
$160,160; Direct turnover

|

of commerclal accom-
modatxon $2 698,367,
Total spendmg power of
tourists including accom-
modation $8,095,101.

Building application ;'ip-_

provals for - Merimbula

from’ perlod July 1976 to

June 1977, $3,476,902.

Mr Delle Verginsaid the
majority of permanent
residents now living ir
Merimbula are ex-holid: 1y
makers from interstate -
. The average amount of
money being introduced

for building of buying

existing preniises at

“Merimbula is $80,000.

The submissionpointed
out that the oniy industry
which can lay elaim to the
vigorous building activity
in Merimbula is the
tourist mdustry

In the period under
review the census showed
that although Merimbula
represented only 24 per
cent of the Imlay Shire
population, building ap-
plications approved in the
town were 46 per cent of
the Shire’s total.

UNDER

THREAT

The Chamber, in its
submission, .said -the
‘continuation of 17w-

imbula as a tourist resort,
is under threat in many
directions and only the
Government has the
power and resources to
invest in pubtic facilities
so urgently needed to
promote this potential
goldmine,

The Chamber said the
town lived off its lakes and

_sea and it is these natural-
"attractions  which _are

A.

under threat. ...

. The Chamber appealed
to the Premier, Mr Wran,
to provide meney to build
the pew.  bridge over
Merimbula Lake and do
away with the present,.

causeway which: it clau‘ns '

is obstructmg .the* tidal
flowand causing siltation
of the lake.

The causeway is also a
traffic bottleneck.

The Chamber was crit-
ical of conservationists
who had opposed attempts
to reclaim part of the
foreshore of the lake to

provide car parking on
what was once foreshore.

but is now only sand flats.

The need for a deep-
water bhoat launching
ramp at Merimbula was

never greater than at

present and although a
proposal by a local man te
build one at no cost to
Council or the ratepayers
was put up, it was
thwarted by a group of
local residents- and the
Lands Department.

‘"WHARF

The submission also
pointed out that with an
annual income of some $12
miition from tourism, the
sum of $150,000 to restore
the old Merimbula wharf
‘‘seems a pittance.”

Finally, the Merimbula
Chamber draws the NSW
Government'’s attention to
the fact that across !,he
border in Victoria, the
Government is promoting
its coastal holiday resorts
to keep holidaymakers in
that State and now more
than

ever Merimbula

0

tain it as the major resort
in this area.

able to interested bodies }
from the Secretary of the
‘Chamber, Sue Fane at the
BP Service: Station, Mer-
.imbuli, F——————i i

“The.rei'sI a great need
for our little corner of the
State to be recognised for
its. nmportance -to-N.S.W,
At-this‘point we couldbe ~—____ . —--—--—— -
called the “Forgotten Far |
South Coast”, Mr Delle
Vergin told the Magnet.

g

“The Chamber feels
that the Shire should
promote itself in order to
receive a bigger slice of
the cake when loans and
grants are being handed
out, and hopes that its own
contribution on behalf of
“Merimbula will help,” he

~ said. -

Copies -of the Mer-
imbula submission to the I

———— 2

——

M. — FNEL Db AOADN

needs promotion-to main- - "—'_
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Conservation”
View |

FROM PAGE 10

Country  Sawnnillers,
the NS W, Govern-
ment in making i deci-
son dabout  the  ruin-
foesls,  (democratical-
). has vecownised the
(el that Torests have
vilues other than.
Vomber,
Y ours Gl
- M. HISSINK, .
© Box 18,
i Tathra.

Restrictions on the
use of water from the
supply at Eden are now |
« in force along with all ;

other centres on the !

Tantawangle water

supply.

The use of fixed:
i hoses and sprinklers is
hanned {sce advt.).

The Council was told !
agsbegday. that th cl
borcelicld in thers
Towamba River. at
Kl is almost depleted
and the fow in the
pipeline from  Tan-
tawanglo creek is about
hall the possible !
gravity [low, L

- Pambula.  Pambula
l Beach, Merimbula and

Turse Beuch are being
supplemented by
pumping from Hden. ¢

The Ben Bovd dam
at Bosdtown is about
, 45%@}1“ and  will
becdte the main
source ol supply for the
Tuntawanglo scheme if
thes dry weather con-
Lnues.

'

!
;
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TANTAWANGLO LOGGIN G CONTROVERSY

the local industry, but
‘This is only guess work,
because the local people
never let me in on their
profits.’

The timber industry,
also argues that the Nim-
mitabel saw mill relies
solely on the timber which
would be logged from the
catchment area to remain
in operation. The sawmill
employs 25 men, but Mr,
Dobbyns claimed that,
‘There is no guarantee that
the timber logged would be
going to Nimmitabel.’

Supporters of logging
also used a further press-
ing issue in their debate,
this being the decision by
government to take out of
use by the timber industry,
over 100,000 hectares of
state forests, to which so-
meone exclaimed across
the packed room, ‘Let's
not let that happen to
us aswell,’'

COUNCIL'S

. . RESOLUTIONS

Mr. Jim Collins, who
spoke on behalf of the
Bega Valley Water Users
Association, saig that
public meetings in the past
have been well attended
by people 'Who care what
will happen to the catch-
ment area,’” referring
especially 10 a meeting
which was held in Candelo
on April 10th, 1981, At this
megting it was voted to
support the Bega Valley
Shire Council's resolutions
passed a month earlier.

The council had resolv-
ed that:
1) Representation be made
to the minister responsible
for the Forestry Commis-
sion io stop any plans to
log the catchment area
and that full discussions
be held with council on the
future use of the area;
2) The calchment area be
prociaimed a catchment
district under Ordinance!
45 of the Local Govern-
ment Act sc thal some
control can be exercised

over the private land in the
catchment.

Mr. Collins said that
since that meeting, the
Forestry .Commission has
‘Gone ahead and planned
a whole series of tests for
the catchment area,
without one single word, or
public release to let these
people, who care, know
what is going on.’

He was answering the
earhar speech of Mr. Dob-
byns, who confirmed that
tests in the catchment
area would soon begin, but
Mr. Dobbyns had said,
‘There is one thing | have
to ¢clear up, and that is we
have not yet done anything
in the catchment area, ex-
cept start a road to the
area of experiment.

FORESTRY TESTS

The Forestry Commis-
sion decided to go ahead
with planned experiments
in the catchment area
claiming that they had not
been able to find suitable
sites for research on the
Tantawanglo outside the
catchment area and sug-
gested three small creeks
inside the catchment,

Mr. Dobbyns outlined to
the meeting the basis of
the tests, which the
Forestry Commission
would be carrying out. He
explained that the tests
would involve three small
streams on some 30-80
hectares of the 10,200
hectares of the catch-
ment, and differing
methods of logging would
be carried out on two of
these areas, and the third
area wouid be used as a
control. The tests, he add-
ed, wouid be carried out
some 25 kilometres from
the main catchment area,
and any sediment which
may be created by the
tests would be diluted con-
siderably by the time it
reached the main catch-
ment area.

The tests wouid also in-
volve monitoring the
stream How, rainfall, and
the build-up, if any, of tur-
bidity in the catchment

g

Above: Mr Jim Collins, “well known conservationist answers heated 'questionvs at the Wolumla
meeting. Listening are G’rom left) Shire Engineer Mr John Boulton, Water Engineer Mr Doug
Mien, Cr Pat ’Ihogersen and chairman of the meeting Shire President Mr Reg Taylor.

areas.

He concluded by saying
that, ‘The togging is not go-
ing to be done overnight,
but it will be spread over a
long pericd of time, with
minimum disturbance 1o
the area at one time.'

TESTING TIME

When asked what length
of time the Forestry Com-
mission plan to run these
tests, Mr. Dobbyns
answered, ‘This depends
entirely on the weather,
The tests could be finished
in 18 months, or they may
last until well after the end
of the drought 1o be able to
monitor the rainfall pat-
ferns accurately,’

To this reply, came the
question, ‘How can you
possibly monitor rainfall in
this area, when it's record
is so notoriously irreg-
ular?’, to which Mr, Daob-
byns responded, ‘The
commission would then
have to study the rainfall
charts for the past 100
years.'
when the water was flow-
ing down? There is not
much coming down at pre-
sent, and it is not stret-

ching anywhere near what
it should be. A regrowing
forest would perhaps
therefore mean that the
water would not go as far
as Candelo, or maybe not
even that far,’ to which her
comments received loud
retorts from the logging
supporiers in the au-
dience.

Above the oulcry, Mrs.
Winters added, ‘1 am con-
vingced no one at all can
live and work in an area
where there is not enough
water.’'

HORNS OF A
DILEW::A

‘We are on the horng of

a dilemma,’ claimed Jim

Collins, who then added, 'l

speak . on behalf of all
those concerned with what
happens in the catchment
area. The water which
flows through this catch-
ment is the blood of this
area. It helps with the $15
million a year which the
dairy farmers earn, and
the $68 million a year the
tourist industry brings to
the area.’ He continued o
say, ‘However, let us not
kid ourseives, as a com-

munity we are dependent
upon togging. | would hope
it coutd be carried on so
men of your age could con-
tinue to work in the bush,
and your children as well,’
stating that the areas to be
lcgged should be selected
carefully.

‘The meeting then con-
verted its attention o the
water plant which may
have to be installed if logg-
ing does commence,

Mrs. June Morrisey of
Tantawanglo, asked Mr.
Dobbyns, ‘Who is going to
pay for the filtration plant if
it is installed?” to which
came the repiy: ‘| don't
know’.

The questlon was than
directed at Mr. Mien, but
the reply was given by the

Bega Valley Shire
Engineer, Mr. Boulton,
who said, 'Council has

already put forward their
point of view, and we are
not here to be guestioned
on our professional integri-
ty.”

Mr. Boulton and Mr.
Mien had previously been
bombarded with questions
concerning the right of

council to stop private land
owners in the catchment
area tilling the land. Mr,
Terry Hayes had originally
asked the guestion, ‘What
control does council feel
they can exeicise over
private land owners? Does
council plan to place a
blanket control over the
land, which means you
can’'t do a damn thing on
your own [and?' to which
Cr Taylor answered, 'if the
area is proclaimed a cat-
chment area, all ploughing
would have to cease,'. An
outburst of guestioning on
the right of council to be
able 10 exercise control
over private land owners
followed. Cr Taylor
answered the outburst
wilh, ‘We already do.’
Council representatives
were also faced with ques-
tions on why they have let
the catchment area supply
all the water to such a vast
area of land, and let it get
to such a critical
state.'Council has given a
very serious lack of con-
sideration to the popula-
tion explosion which has
occurred.’ came the state-

ment. Mr. Boulton return-
ed a very sedate reply,
‘Council is not satisfied
with the present Tan-
tawanglo water supply
system, and is actively
engaged in the study of an
alternative supply. Nobody
could have possibly fore-
seen the upsurge in
population in this area. We
are not in real trouble, we
are indrought.”
DROUGHT

Mr. Dobbyns then
spoke, saying ‘What water
we get in drought depends
on the catchment, but | am
ardent in saying thal
timber has a right to some
of the water from the cat-
chment as well as irriga-
tion down stream.’

The consevationists had
planned to put two motions
o the floor, being:

1) That this meeting re-
jects any plans to log any
section of the catchment
of the Tantawanglo Creek
Weir and calls on the
N.S.W. Government and
the Bega Valley Shire
Council to do everything
possible to prevent logging
proceeding;

2) That this meeting calls
on the N.5.W. Government
to refer the matter of the
Forestry Commission's
proposal to intensively log
the catchment to ils Ad-
visory Committee on the
south coast woodchipping.

Emotionally nothing was
settled at the meeting, with
conservationists stifl
holding strong feelings
that the area should not be
logged, and logging sup-
poriers.helding on fiercely
to their ideas about the
area. The outcome of the
meeting, could easily be
summed up in what John
Reynolds said at the begin-
ning. ‘Do you believe the
two factions here tonight
could provide a solution or
compromise to this pro-
blem?"

However, when Cr.
Taylor was asked, '‘Who
will make the final decision
on whether or not the area
would be logged,” h

replied, 'The Minister wil
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The Forestry Com-
mission is unlikely to
deny that the primary

“The tenor of the unruly
Wolumia meeting held to dis-
cuss the problems associated

P d purpose for logging
with the proposed logging of Tantawanglo -is f(to
keep up its commit-

Tantawanglo catchment pre- =0 ™ 7, iding
vented discussion of a number nhardwood chips to
of points which the Far South Harris Daishowa.
This was indicated

Coast Environment Group now
presents,’”” said Michael His-
sink, in presenting a statement
to the press this week.

COURIER SERVICE
BEGA - BATEMANS BAY

during a discussicn
between members of
the Group and
Member for Monaro,
Mr John Akister, who
said the Forestry
Commission needed
all the timber it could
get for that purpose.
Mr Dobbyns,
Regional
said, at the Candelo
meeting that possibly

DAILY

half the wuseful

sawlogging life of the

Phone: 22956 Nimmitabel sawmill

) would be lost if log-
DEPARTS BEGA 10.30 a.m. ging was not

WEEKDAYS

permitted at Tan-
f tawanglo.

Wwe un-

- derstand the
the mill is estimated+ for

" pine forests ot

Forester, -

CASE FROM ENVIRONMENT
GROUP

life of

at 20 vyears.
Therefore, the
sawmitl stili has 10
years before the ques-
tion of timber sup-
plies becomes crucial.

In that time the
the
Bombala area planted
by the Forestry Com-
mission and Kapunda
shouid become availa-
ble to the miil.

{((tn fact the
Forestry Commission
has not yet been able
to sell its pine, cur-
rently available to the
market from Bom-
bala and Quean-
beyan.).

The percentage of
puipwood to be taken
from Tantawanglo,
should the project go
ahead, far exceeds
the timber which
would be directed to
the sawmills in the
area. (Figures in-
dicate % to 4/5ths of
the total harvet wilf
be directed to pulp).

It has been reported
in a local newspaper
that a pulp log pays
more than a sawlog
and that there is a
temptation to de-
liberately damage a
potential sawlog S0
that its destination
pecome the chip mit,

As far as we know
this assertion has
never been denied
and it is an indication
of the wastefulness of
an industry which
utitises vast numbers
of trees, for rapil con-
sumer purposes-—

—————— -

paper and packaging
the export
markets. Should we
damage a watershed
of great value for
such a purpose?

Evidence of what
happens to a catch-
ment after logging,
burning and heavy re-
an must already be

available to the Com-

mission from data
collected from six
catchments south of
Eden, four of which
were burnt in 1979,
After heavy rain the
Wallagaraugh River
carried enormous
gquantities of silt,
some of it left several
centimetres deep on
sand banks along the
lower reaches of the
river.

Recent publicity in-
dicates changes' in
Forestry Commijssion
policies of reducing
fire hazard, They in-
clude enlargement of
coupes from 13 ha to
100 ha, and increased
control burning of
surrounding forest to
protect regeneration.
The report appears to

be the result of re-
search carried out by
a Western Australian
forester.

In 1975 Forestry
Commission Wildfire
Research Officer
Rowan-Jones photo-
graphed a koala in
Nangee State Forest.
It is doubtful whether
any koala survivedi
the fires of 1%80.,
Fauna such as the

koala, the greater.
glider and other:
aborial animals are

quite possibly present
in Tantawanglo forest
areas, What will hap-
pen to them? The
Forestry Commission
admits that its new
policy concerning fire
'will affect water
catchment and
wildiife values’'—a
significant revelation
which could, no doubt,
distrub the members
of the Senate Stand-
ing Committee and
those who depend on
water from the Tan-
tawanglo Catchment.

A final peint con-
cerning fires in State
Forests is that more
than 10 qears re-
generation of poten-
tial pulpwood re-
generating and
mature forest were
burnt out during the
severe fires of 1980.

Couid this be one of
the reasons for the
proposed incursion in-
to Tantawanglo State
Forest?

The Group ap-
preciates ‘quite sin-
cerely the probiems
of employment in the
timber industry and
recognises the dif-
ficulties facing both
the ¥Foresty Com-
mission and the
foresters, the timber
workers and the Gov-
ernment. It cannot,
however, recenciie its
views with those of
the Forestry Com-
mission on Tan-
tawanglo and its
water supplies. Water
itself in this drought
prone country has no
price and is essential
to the economies and

i the welfare of a very
* great number of peo-
_ple in this area. Tan-
‘tawanglo should be
.left absolutely.alone.

Despite considera-
ble lobbying by the
Forestry Commission
and the Associated
Country Sawmillers,
the NSW Government
in making a decision
about the rainforests
{(democratically) has
recognised the fact

that forests have
values other than
timber.
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Tantawa
SIR— . 8/5/(/ '7/02/52?/

The tenor of the unruly
Wolumla meeting held to discuss
the problems associated with the
proposed logging of Tan-
tawanglo catchment prevented
discussion of a number of points
which the Far South Coast En-
vironment Group now presents.

1. The Farestry
Commission is unlikelv
to deny that the
primury purpose for
logging Tantawanglo is
the heep up its commit-
ments ol providing
hardwood chips to
Harris Daishowa. This
was indicated during a
discussion  hetween
members of the Group
and Member Tor
Maonare, Mr. John
Ahister. who said the

FC needed all the
tmber it conld get for
that purpose,

2. Mr. Dobbyns,
Regional Forester,
sutd. ai the Candelo

mueeting  that possibly,
hall the uselul suwlogg-
tng  dife  of  the
Nimitabel sawmill

would be lostif logging -

wis nai permitted al
Tantawanglo, We un-

derstand the Tife of the”

nrll s estimated it 20

vears. Therefore the
sawmill still has 10
vears before the gues-
Hon of.timber supplies
hecomes  cructd. In
that time, the pine
iorests of the Bombala
area planted by the
Forestry - Commission
and - Kupunda  should

“hecome available to the

mill. (In fact. the FC
has not vet been able to
sell s pine. currently
avarlable to the market
from Bombala and
Queanhevan),

3. The pereentage of

pulpwood to to bhe
taken from Tan-
tuwanglo,  should the

project go ahead, far
eaceeds (he timber
which would .be
directed to the sawmills
in the arca. (Figures in-
dicate three quarters (o
tour fifths of the toul
harvest will be directed
to pulp).

4. [L has been
reported in 4 local new-
spaper that a puip log
pavs more than a
suwiog and that there is
a4 lemptation to
detiberately damage a
potential sawlog so
that its destination
becoms the chip mill.
As Tur as we know this
assertion has never
been denied and it is an
indication of
wastelulness of an in-
dustry which utilises
vast numbers of trees,
For rapid consumer
purposes - paper and
packuging for the ex-
port markts. Should we
damage o watershed of
great value for such a
purpose!

5. Evidence of what
happens to o catchiment
alter logging, burning
and havy rain just
alrcady be avaikable to
the Commission from
data collected from 6
calchments south of
kden, 4 of which were
burnt 1979, After
heavy  rain the Wal-
lugaraugh  River car-
ricd cnormous  guan-,
tities of silt. some of it
et several contimeltres
deep on sand banks
along th clower reaches

of the river. Regent
publicity  indicates

changes in Forestry

the

Commission policies of
reducing  fire hazard,
They include enlarge-
ment of coupes from 15
ha, o 100 ha., an
dincrewsed  control
burning of surrounding
forest to protect
regeneration,  The
reporl appears Lo be th
result of research car-
ricd out by a Western
Australian forester,

In 1975 h
Commission Wildlife
Rescarch  Officer
Rowan Jones
photographed a koala
in Nuadgee State
Forest. 1 is doubtf0i
whether any koala sur-
vived the fres of 1980,
Fauna such as the
koula, the great glider
an dothe rarborial
animals are guite pos-
stblv present in Fan-
tawanglo forest areas.

Wiat witl happen to

. them?!

The Forestry Com-
mission admits that its
new policy concerning
lire “will affect water
catchment and wildlife
values™ « o significant
revelation which could,
no doubl. disturb the
members of the Senate
Stundng  Committee
and thuse who depend
on water from the Tan-
Lwanglo Catchment.

A Tinal poi con-

Forestry,

cerning fires in State
Forests is that more
than 10 vears regenera-
tion of potential
pulpwood regenerating
and mature forest were
burnt out during the
severe fires of 1980,

Could this be one of
the reasons for the
praposed incursion into
Tantawanglo State
Forest”? .

The Group ap-
prechittes gquile sincere-

Iy the problems of
cmployment in the
timber industry  and
recognises the df-
lNeutiies Facing both the
Forestry  Commission
and the [oresters, the

Aimber workers and the

Governnwent.

It cannat., however,
reconcile its views with
those of the Forestry
Commission on Tan-
tawanglo and its water
supplies.

nglo-The Conservation View

Water itsell in this
drought prone country
has no price and is es-
sential Lo the
ceonomics and the
wellare of a very great
number of people in
this arca.

Tuntawanglo should
be left ahsolutely alone,

Despite considerable
fobbving by the
Forestry - Commission
and the Associated

CONT. PAGE 15

~workers.,

Committee suggestion
for Tantawanglo

SIR, —

Last week’s stormy
meeting at Wolumla
Hall saw few, if any,
winners.

What was seen
however. was a strong
and legitimate concern
expressed by local
timber  industry
farmers,

business people  and

ratepavers at the fate

ot the streams "and
forest within the catch-
ment ol Tantawanglo
Weir. Manv people
Irom oulside the Bega
Valley Shire were also
present.

More heat then light
wis thrown on the is-
sues by many of those
who spoke.

One fact that did
cnmerge was that a com-
mitiee uf four had been
formed jointly hy Bega
Vallex  Shire Council
and the Forestry Com-
mission (o consider
waler testig and fogg-
ing  proposals within
the catchment area.

Ee is miv suggestion
that  this  commitiee
shoukd he doubled in
size Lo include a
representative from the

Folbowing bodies:
Forest Products As-
socition, Bega Valley
Waler Users™ Associa-
tion. Tantawanglo
Catchment  Protection
Assoctation and  the
Merimbuta Chanber
ol Commerce, Each of,
these groups has a
comatilment to a
rational solution to this
dilficult water
catchment/logging
problem and [ helieve
their views should be
conskdered.

Yours etc.,
JACK MILLER.



DAISHOWA INTERESTED IN LONG
TERM AUSTRALIAN WOODCHIP

SUPPLY

* Continued from Page1.

‘underground some one

kilometre to the Yoshin-
aga mill where it is
bleached.

Then the hardwood pulp
is mixed with other
softwood pulp and goes
two ways.

One direction is to the

Yoshinaga mill paper-

board plant where it is
made into quality white
coated board for such

. things as food cartons.

In the second direction

.the hardwood pulp is

mixed with softwood
bleached kraft pulp and is
trucked to the company’s
Fuji mill where it is made
into high quality offset
printing paper.

FINE WRITING
PAPER '

Half of the woodchips
exported from Eden go to
the Daishowa company’s
Shiraoi milt on the north
island of Hokkaido.

These chips are carri
by the ‘‘Empress
Eden” at the current rate
of 400,000 tons per year
and are unloaded at
Murcran port.

From here the chips are
railed 30 km to the Shiraoi
mill for digesting, wash-
ing and bleaching.

At the same mill the
eucalyptus pulp is made
into special paper for use
in computers and Zerox
machines, as well as fine
writing paper and non-
coated printing papers for
magazines, books, etc.

The pulp from Eden

‘woodchips processed at

the Shiraoci mill is not

mixed with any other
pulp.

The advent of Aust-
ralian hardwood chips in
the Daishowa production
line has net been, and still.
is not, all easy going.

As Director, Mr T.

Saito, in company with Mr °

M. Shibuya and Mr M.
Shiraishi (formerly of
Eden) pointed out in
Tokyo on May 6, the two
main preblems concern-
ing the Daishowa Paper
manufacturing Co., in
regard toEden Woodclnps

(a) the price; and

(b) a-printing problem
in which small “‘véssels”
in the fibre pick off in
printing and this, when it
occurs, causes tiny imper-
fections in the finished
printed sheet.

This problem is being
overcome by the use of

starch during the making
of the paper.
Daishowa executives

emphasise the import-
ance of keeping a high
quality in the woodchips
as the ‘‘vessel” pick off
problem increases with a
decline in quality.

It is of the utmost
importance in this time of
depressed markets in
Japan for Daishowa to
maintain quality as many
paper companies are.
competing fiercely for the
opportunity to supply the
market,

EDEN GIVEN
FAVOURED
TREATMENT .

Mr Shibuya, now Man-
aging Director of Dai-
showa International, said
Daishowa has given most
favoured treatment to
Harris-Daishowa at Eden
in this period of recession

by net cutting back on
import volumes,
In' contrast the Com-

pany has cut back 20 per .
. cent the volume coming in -

from America and also
slashed chif production in
Malaya.

Mr Saite said usually
reliable sources were
predicting that the Jap-

anese economy would

take several years yet to
recover most of the
ground lost following the
1973 oil erisis.

He reiterated that the -

Daishowa Paper Manu-
facturing Company would
be seeking an extended
woodchip agreement with
Australia and to thi/s,énd

officials

”_the company had beén '
- keenly looking forward to

talks in Tokyo early in
May with the NSW
Premier, The Hon.
Neville Wran.

Unfortunately the visit

to Japan by Mr Wran was
cancelled at the last
minute due to the air
traffic controllers strike.
No new date for the visit

. has since been announced.

Mr T. Saito intends to
visit Eden about October
this year for the first time.,

He will be accompanied
by leading Daishowa
including Mr
Shibuya who looks for-
ward to renewing his
Eden friendships.

'STONEY CK.

/

_FOREST ROAD
TO COST $122,000

The Forestry Commiss.
ion will soon begin
construction of Stoney
Creek Road within the
Timbillica State Forest

about 34km south west of

Eden.
The. Minister for Con-

servation, Mr Lin Gordon. -

M.L.A. has
estimated
costs of $122.200 on the
17.5km of read, and
informed local member,
John Akister, M.L.A. for
Monaro, of the proposed
work.

Mr Gordon said the new
road would give logging
access to 1000 ha of State
Forest. This area is
expected to yield 149,000
tonnes of pulpwood and a
further 16,700 cubic
metres of hardwood saw-
logs. _

Stoney Creek Road will
form part of a roading
network  previously
agreed with Harris
Daishowa (aust) Pty.
Ltd., to be built at the rate
ofskmofroadperlomha

approved

construction

ot torest.

The proposed roadline
encroaches on a small
section of private proper-
tv. The owner has
consented to the roadwork
and resumption action
will be taken at a later
date.

Stoney Creek Road will
be constructed over a two

year period by the
Commission’s Eden
Roading gang.

Married

A very happy occasion
was celebrated at the
Eden Fisherman's Club
on May 26, when Peter
John, only son of Lloyd
and Pat Furnell of Bega
was married to Janet,
daughter of Mrs Parsons
and the late Mr Parsons of
Geelong.

The honeymoon will be
spent_travelling around

Suva and Fiji. They will

make their home in Eden
where Peter conducts his
own husiness,
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THE BIG GRAB used to unioad Eden chips at Shimizu.

EDEN WOQDCHIPS being loaded In trailers for transport to
the pulpmill. :

|

[ ”.. - S e <

- ——y - - - -

SMALL BULLDOZERS are lowered into the ships fo clear the.
woodchlps from the edge of tha held info the centre to be picked up by
a grab.

)
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S NEWS RELEASE

_ The State Government has acted Lo ensure the continuod
'&;fii;. - supply. of timber for woddchipping and logeing operations on the
NN ;'“ouun Po¢5t.

-_Vfllr ) ' The Premler, Mr., Heville Wran, sald today that Stsie

L Cabinet had also decid; “toidedicate State Forest lands bebweern
the Mimosa RockS-Nationgl Fark and the mouth of the

'EEga Hiver and east of the Tathra-lermagul road as a navional park.
.‘_1 | e . ) : . "’.

As well, an advﬁsoby committes will be estabiished/to
ledvise the Govérnment’oﬂ the enviromnmental aspects of woodehipping
”an@-logging operations on thé‘South Coast.

v . |
1" .Members of the advisory committee are: Mr. N. Ashion,
coﬁﬁultanﬁﬁto the Minlster for Piahning-and Brivironment;

Mr.VR.‘mu%mmon, Secretary of Ecology Action; ;

Mr.ig._Miflar, a well-known Scubth Coasth conservationaliut;
Mr. L. Ferguson, Vice President of the Associated Country
oSawiillers. of M.S.W. ;.

.i‘_.v

and Mr, L.W. Cocks,'an-ﬁden-logg¢i,

. ¢

confractor,

. ' A

| A : , |
g "Th@ CﬂWmicren is rew Lfo“ﬂtdf lve of both the woodchipping T

ﬁn@ 5amm11lxng industrics und conser vatlonalists™, Mr. Wran said.
| A ,
y The Fremler sald that under it torms of referance Lhe

IR ;. {%miutee wifl rﬂpo=( ureently on onvironmental conditions undar
‘ % Wit oh logging should be permitvted in the "five forests" becween
o iuatTra and Bermapni.

L "The Committes will also advise the Government on envirormental

. |
\ aspecits of the opers itions An the Soubh Coast Woodchipping Region

X ! :

“. . S tin ger\iaral Y ohe saia.

Y ] s ) i I‘

lommittee will, having resard to the need for Che

4 Lo naint eras £ supply of Pimber for the Scuth Coast woodchipping

ﬁéf aril 1?9“'1g perations, consldaer and make recommendztions to the

(W 3
GOYHILmeﬂv o? matiers such as the environmental significarcs of
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tai]
—
-
[
-
L
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TR thc\.outhicoqst forests, the pregent forestry management
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" BEGA-TATHRA CONSERVATION SOCIETY T

ao.aoxia. R

, TATHRA, i
NSW. 2850 . ... ..

Sth fveust, 1977. AR

-

Cen'i:r*a -r Teglitda,

- N )
*

byt In ine *rﬁhﬁﬂt tense, CAHtrhverhﬁal gituation our members »fhen fesld ;solntcd
,rbuah*;aok of contacb zad information. 7u fact it has Leen o coamiderable effort.
s

-

16 M

‘war ) izelr of direct gunport. The resultant rregeurs throuph the mﬂdia .
%@1,” min o‘her wﬁy of thn Porsstry Comvieuloﬂ & u“]nr Mo lations Lificer, wWio is v

i @QM§Ployed fall “i1e in fude digtriot how, has nﬂnetrata inte manr areas of the COMIMAR "

Tee Iatest being the combinad Bagh Fire Brigadaes who are calllng for & mesting.

1 ,N,..& ¥.L, Director (n¢~uak°n1y being newed as Dr.“enicba@!‘ in rnfarﬂ to fire '_f

"Tﬁardsreduci¢on in ﬁht*on faer. Intaddition they are presr g bhe 1“rr»am:mr' for. g@w

epntifence of intesraied saw) og—pulpwood operations in she "five fﬂrﬂsts" ln ordmr tp

& B &8 {qaote; "Lﬁf “DﬁhldeOﬂS roaa and fwre fighting equ*pmcqu.

}fﬁ‘h are very aware that uunv weople in the cawnun*tu erea opnﬂued to the ‘all |
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Daar Minatsor

I wonld 1dlie e take thdc gprortunit, on bololf oF & . % cume Connesv-
ation Council of izt Souktli ‘w2les, to prascnt vou with & dexgonnl coumpiic:-
ocntary coy o > Council'y recont . oxi on Crowm rad ilecaddong ule
Poreoat Mouoool one Croeticss Ay o FovdyTirst vagion oo Ut
Beport constitutor ©he Cowacal’s recoat s . sdesion oo o "ovorioLl e
Advinory O~ fgbuec on Toull. Jotot Lwewnnd L. Yruonur Lo oo b oo
pric-orily o yomonolliaat s ol reur Tindotny, Ll an‘ e Lo A it L
stand that 4t 5 to Lo Loboved vithin Coninot CiGoely ana Lecl Ao
provicing von nAth (Ao cU o din oTwer ot L ottels v L oL LR o

-

e

Thne Couuclil ity Logw  or T couearmod Tor O ULy ol foars over tho
effocts of dnlecortouw rne Sefrnafve forcotz netivitd o v oa tog ovrn
environ-one espoud liv sy pelocloushi Lo oloor 7 l];;f o-arations. e
firat pore od tac Mooovt onteilo cntonsivaly the o007 otg of Sl then
extroctlion tocinl v v oo codild crosion, wmtar evelity, loccos in
natri-nte ~ne plers oo Sguvna necotoctilon.  Lar teport, wo ueass tho
Raport of <o S—ucbte -n mdsy dinto londabdr~d,, Tia s . - otzDio loeh of
aaeguatoe cofontdfle voroovel into rany farceta rf €hnne intensivo
forectry c_oruticus.

The scecont port ¢ the Derort cuamines Crown Land cllocetlionc ia the
Reglon, i, Lodns cver plndful of ths nzou to meintain sural crgloyooac
lovelo Ly crounlie fmorante curllics of gou lego orl taz weoldchin
resouvrcy, I koo Lo .ol Lor ruture nogioral iwexl .nb;atAtationu ongG
dedications, N concel i oontxed to our cubcilesion io Lhie muol Low

cateh. ont aotectlon Ly Lo rocwval of consitive crics Laion tho uosouchin
coacassicn roeydon., Ttor nucenuate invostication of riuch oxcan for Choio
conaarvoticn, coonic omo neiontific covtontinl, ave tuealr liuu vse conla
be decidau eithier ew netiocacl [exl or as &Lhﬁﬂtuﬂﬂ A ULl SUnte Percot
syston for gelcective leiciug undir voxlelir cavinor ol sefegoprls
than arce dn oaratlon ot prerient,

31')

The Council's caleulations, Loocd on the Forcutry Coo-dosisa't oun cota,
indicate cloaitly that no jobs would ho lost if the arons | roposcd an
national park in our Uoiort wore co dodiecaced. It i3 i certant o nota
that South Coast Crown LoanG allocations are heavily Licond in favour of
forestry and only as recently as the early 15705 ovexr 300,000 acras of
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native forasts were dedicated as Stato Poraest, while the only arcan
placad undexr the National Parks & Wildlifo Sczvice were a fow romoto
mountain tops too small in sisc to onsore visble wildlife populations.

The gecanic quclitice of the couth coact cze wvaell hnown to all those who
have vinited tho acca and the growth of tho tourist industry, and tho
attendant omnloyeont potcential that io gonoroted, io anply illustrated
by tha fact that the incene from Couricm in Morimbula alono reachad (12
million last year -~ thio figuro is grcator than that doxived froa
forostry activicios ovor the whole region.

In furtheranco of thoe Loboz Poarty's avowed alm of participation of tho
cozmmunity in tho deelsion-moking procosozs, we would be most graceful A€
you vould give your porcenal cupport to the Council's request that tho
Roport of the Advisory Connittes bo nov tedds public,

Tho !laturc Conscrvation Couuncil txusi that youw will give thooe ixportont
nattors your doagnoot consicozation. Lo Council bolicowves thot, cven ££
now major national parko ome not dadicoatced in tlie Roglon Gt presont, o
oorotorivn £ron voodchipping chouwld ko plcecu unon tho root irmortant
soiontliic arenn (oo cutlincu in our Iojort) ot leccot uaidl furthez
indcpencant ovelustion hes wolion place;  waus louviag ¢.oclent ol Jew
tho cormunity in tho fetvroe.  Yhie Covaniedl rsould kBo only too Hlepscd to
anguvor ony cvostlous it yoa iay have oa ¢his oticy oF to QrIciia i
inopceticn vicdc o the czxroen coneozred iD ro uichod,

Youro glacoroly,

John . §iiboery
Executlive Sceratamy
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SYDNEY

11th October, 1977

Mr, J.K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council
of New South Wales,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

I refer to your recent letter regarding the
Report of the Advisory Committee on South Coast Woodchipping.

You may be assured that the views of your Council
will be taken into account when Cabinet gives consideration
to this matter.

Yours sincerely,

(W.F. CRABTREE)
Minister for Lands.




New South Wales Government oy

Minister for Conservation and Water Resources
Sydney

Mr. J. K. Hibberd,
Executive Secretary,
Mature Conservation Council of

N.S.U.,
399 pPitt Strest,
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Receipt is acknowledged of your letters dated 22nd
and 26th September, 1977, concerning the South Coast Woodchip
Industry.

I have noted the recommendations contained in the Report
you presented to the Advisory Committee and you may be assured
that I shall give them every consideration when the question
comes up for discussion.

I note also that your Council has expressed support for
the main recommendations of the Advisory Committee's Report
especially those dealing with’ the National Parks and Wildlife
Service and the Forestry Commission and your comments in that
regard are indeed welcome.

You have asked in both letters that I support the.public
release of the Advisory Committee's Report in line with the
Labor Partyt's concept of community participation in the decision
making process.

This is, of course, a matter for the Cabinet Co-ordination

Committee to decide. Accordingly, I.will refer your request to
this Committee. :

Yours faithfully,

Z

(W<R.L. GORDON),
MINISTER FOR CONSERVATION
AND WATER RESOURCES.
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M Minister for Mines

10 0CT 1977
Dear Mr. Hibberd

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
26th September, 1977, expressing your Council's
support for the main recommendations of the Report

of the Advisory Committee on South Coast Woodchipping.

I have carefully noted the matters raised in your

letter and I will keep them in mind when this matter
comes up for discussion with my colleagues.

Yours faithfully

0. Yo

P.D, HILLS
Minister for Industrial Relations
' Mines and Energy ' '

Mr. J.K. Hibberd

Executive Secretary

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.
. 399 Pitt Street

SYDNEY. 2000
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NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER OF JUSTICE

and
Minister for Housing

30 SEP W77

Mr. J. K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of N.5.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY . N.S.W. 2000,

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

I refer to your recent communication with which
yvou enclosed a complimentary copy of your Councill!s recent
report on Crown Land Allocations and Forest Management
Practices in the South- East Region of N.S.W.

I have noted the contents of the document and the
comments contained in your letter with great interest. Thank
you for bringing them to my attention. You may be assured
that I will give all matters raised my close and persconal
attention and that all such matters will be taken into account
in any deliberations.

Yours faithfully,

" AR. J. MULOCK)
‘Minister of Justice
and
Minister for Housing
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STATE OFFICE BLOCK-MACQUARIE STREET-SYDNEY, N.5.W. 2000

Premier’s Department

=7 OCT1977

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

The Premier has asked me to let you know that he
has received your letter of the 26th September concerning

the Report of the Advisory Committee on South Coast
Woodchipping.

Mr. Wran wishes me to say that the Councilts
representations have been carefully noted and will receive
close consideration.

Yours faithfully,

). Poseos

queq Secretary-

Mr. J.K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. 2000
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SYDNEY

NEW SOUTH WALES

Mr. J. K. Hibberd, _

Executive Secretary, \

Nature Conservation Council =5 0CT 1977
of New South Wales, )

299 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY . 2000

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Thank you for your letter of 20 September and the
accompanylng copy of the Council's Report on Crown Land Allocations

and Forest Management Practices in South East Region of New South
Wales.

! ' .- .
I will note your comments and suggestions in my consideration
of this matter.

i Yours sincerely,

KEN BOOTH



MINISTER FCR SERVICES

Mr. J.K. Hibberd, B.Sc. (Hons},

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of
N.S.W.,

263B The Broadway,

BROADWAY. 2007.

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

bozop pis /2t ;

E'E)BCK \911

28 SEP1977

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated 20 September,
together with copy of "Crown Land Allocations and Forestry
Management Practices in the South-~East Management Area".

I have had the opportunity of perusing your submission
and would like to thank you for your courtesy in forwarding

it to me.

Yours sincerely,

A

W.H. HAIGH,

Minister for Services

and Minister assisting
the Premier.
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NEW SOUTH WALES
MINISTER FOR CONSUMER AFFAIRS .
AND
MINISTER FOR CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

27th September, 1977.

Mr. J.K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council ' 1
of N.S.W.,

263B The Broadway, q QGT \9_(

BROADWAY . 2007

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Thank you for your letter of the 20th
September, with which you enclosed a copy of your
Councilts submission titled "Crown land allocation
and forestry management practices in the South-East
management area®.

As a Minister of the Crown I am
concerned at the maintenance of our environment
for the use and enjoyment of the present community
and of the generations to come.

I appreciate your Council's interest
in this most important matter and will take the
opportunity of looking closely at the terms of the
submission.

Yours sincerely,

e

(SYDNEY D. EINFELD)
Minigster for Consumer Affairs and
Minister for Co-operative Societiles
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NEW SOUTH WALES

30 SET 1t

Dear Mr. Hibberd

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
20th September, 1977, enclosing a copy of your
Council's submission to the New South Wales Government
Advisory Committee on South~Coast Woodchipping.

Thank you for sending me this information.

Yours faithfully

P.D. HILLS
Minister for Industrial Relations,
Mines and Energy

Mr. J.K. Hibberd

Executive Secretary

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.
263B The Broadway

BROADWAY. 2007
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MINISTER FOR DECENTRALISATION AND CEVELOPMENT

MINISTER FOR PRIMARY INDUSTRIES

28 September, 1977.

Mr J.K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,
399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. 2000.

Dear Mr Hibberd,

I am indebted for your courtesy in providing
me with a copy of the report of the Nature Conservation
Council of N.3.W. concerning Crown Land Allocations and
Forest Management Practices in the South East Region of
N.S.W.

I have read this repcrt most carefully and
have retained it for my future use. As early as practicable
I will again write to you concerning those particular
aspects to which you directed attention.

Yours ithfuflly,

{D. Day)
Minigter for Decentrdlization
and Development.
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NEw SOUTH WALES
SYDNEY

26th September, 1977.

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of your
submission entitled "Crown Land Allocations and Forestry
Management Practices in the South-East Management Area."

I have read this document with interest and I shall
certainly keep your Council's views in mind when the matter

next comes up for discussion.

Yours sincerely,

f dpreashar

J.B. RENSHAW.

Mr. J.K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council
of N.S.W.,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. 2000
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New South Wales Government &2

Minister for Local Government

C.A.G.A. Building
8-18 Bent Street, Sydney 2000
Telephone: 240 4755

Mr. J.K. Hibberd,
Executive Secretary, 26 SEP \9_”
Nature Conservation Council _ .
of N.S5.W., 23rd September, 1977

399 Pitt Street,
SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Thank you for your letter of 20th September,
1977 with which you enclosed for my information a copy
of the Council's Report on Crown Land Allocations and
Forest Management Practices in the South-East Region of
this State.

You may be assured that the terms of the
Report will be kept in mind when the matter is before me
for consideration.

Yours sincerely,

3

=T, JENSEN
MinTster for Local Government
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SYDNEY

26th September, 1977

Mr., J.,K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council
cf New South Wales,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY, N,3.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

I am writing to thank you for forwarding me a
copy of the Nature Conservation Council's recent Report
on Crown Land Allocations and Forest Management Practices
in the South-East Region of New South Wales.

As you know this matter is currently receiving
consideration at the most senior level of Government. I
am certain that the Report of the Nature Conservation
Council of New South Wales will receive every attention
by the members of the Committee.

Yours sincerely,

@

(W.F. C E)
Minister for Lands.
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SYDNEY

30th September, 1977
Dear Mr. Hibberd,

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 26th September, 1977 expressing your Council's full
support for the main recommendations of the Report of the
Advisory Committee on South Coast Woodchipping.

I have noted your comments with interest and I

will keep your views in mind when the matter next comes before
Cabinet.

Yours sincerely,

S 8- Anahaw

J. B. HENSHAW.

Mr. J. K. Hibberd,

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council
of N.S5.W.,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY. 2000
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e 10 0CT 1977

MNEW SQUTH WALES

=8 0CT 1977
. Mr, J.X. Hibbexrd,

Ixecutive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W.,

399 Pitt Street,

SYDNEY, N.S.W. 2000.

-4

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Thank you for your letter of
September 26, conveying your Council's fullest
support for the main recommendations of the

Report of the Advisory Committee on South Coast
Woodchipping.

I much appreciate you bringing
Council's views to my attention.

Yours sincerely,

oo TBrs R
gada

" (KEN BOOTH)
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New South Wales Government &

5 0CT 1971 Minister for Local Government
C.A.G.A. Building

. 8-18 Bent Street, Sydney 2000
Mr. K. Hibberd, Telephone: 240 4755

Executive Secretary,

Nature Conservation Council of N.S.W., ‘ _

299 Pitt Street, 30th September, 1977

SYDNEY. N.S.W. 2000

Dear Mr. Hibberd,

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter
of 26th September, 1977 indicating your full support for
the main recommendations of the Report of the Advisory
Committee on South Coast Woodchipping.

The points made in your letter have been
noted and will be given consideration. '

Yours sincerely,

T JENSEN

Minister for Local Government
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399 P{tt Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone: (02) 233 5388
14 September 1977

Mr. P. Ward

Manager

Batemans Bay Soldiers Club
Beach Road

Batemans Bay

New South Wales 2536

Dear Mr. Ward,

This is to confirm the telephone booking made with your Secretary on Tuesday
13 September for our use of your meeting room facility between the hours of
10.30 am and 4.30 pm on Sunday 25 September 1977. The meeting will be
sikilar to those arranged previously with you by Mr. Allen Sorrensen of the
Australfan Conservation Foundation and will comprise delegates from varfous
gonservation groups in the south-east region of the Stata.

I will be fn touch shortly with your catering manager, Mr. Lumm, and have

é?fgrmed all persons attending the meetfng of the dress regulations of the
u L

Thank you for your co-operation,

Yours sincerely,

om H

J K Hibberd
Executive Secratary




